Script for:   A Life Apart: Hasidism in America

(Add on video half the names and identifiers we put for the characters when they appear on screen.)
Cast of Characters

Abromowitz, Zeldy
Satmar Hasid, owns girl’s clothing store

Berkowitz, Moshe Yehuda
Gerer Hasid, First grade teacher in Hasidic boys school

Eliach, Yaffa
Professor of Judaic Studies, Brooklyn College

Fishman, David
Professor of History at Jewish Theological Seminary

Gluck, Pearl
Formerly Hasidic, is now a writer and filmmaker 

Gold Family
Belz Hasidim, 

Gottesman
Principal in Hasidic Girls school

Heilman, Samuel 
Professor of Sociology at Queens College

Hertzberg, Arthur
Professor of Humanities? New York University

Horowitz family
Bobov

Kaufman, Nuta
Satmar Hasid, sells fish

Klein, Malkie
Satmar Hasid, works at girl's clothing store

Lazar family
Lubavitch Hasidim, 

Schiller, Meyer
Skver Hasid, Talmud instructor and hockey coach in modern orthodox boys high school

Springer, Michal
Conservative Rabbi, Hospital chaplain

AUDIO
VISUALS

WHY HAVE HASIDIM REJECTED AMERICA’S INVITATION?

TONIGHT ON THESE STREETS IN THE HEART OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, THE BOBOV HASIDIC COMMUNITY HAS COME TOGETHER IN CELEBRATION. THEIR SPIRITUAL LEADER, THEIR REBBE, HAS LIVED TO SEE THE WEDDING OF HIS GREAT GRAND DAUGHTER.
Bobov wedding in the streets of Brooklyn

Hasidim over loudspeakers singing in Hebrew:  

Translation:   Blessed is she who  now arrives....
bride approaches wedding canopy.

WHEN HASIDIC SURVIVORS ARRIVED IN THIS COUNTRY AFTER WORLD WAR II, AMERICA OPENED ITS DOORS TO THEM.  LIKE MOST IMMIGRANTS BEFORE THEM , IT WAS TAKEN FOR GRANTED THEY WOULD SOON LOSE THEIR EASTERN EUROPEAN WAYS,.  HOWEVER, HASIDIM REFUSED TO FOLLOW THIS SCRIPT.
continue

montage off camera voices:    The women always wear wigs and they wear long dresses.  I notice that...  It seems that they do have close families, they’re very family oriented it seems...  I’m always struck by the number of children the women are having...  I’m not a hasid because I’m a woman and I believe in equalitarianism...  They squeeze George Washington real tight, they really do, they’re good, I need somebody like that to save money for me....  They smell, they don’t know how to dress, they all dress the same, they’re ugly, they’re mean, they push... The kids do have respect in their own community amongst their own people.   When they go outside of that they don’t have respect, that’s the way they are, we’re the goy, whatever they say.
montage of Hasidim in America

HASIDIM ARE A MINORITY WITHIN A MINORITY.  THEY AROUSE CONTROVERSY AMONG JEWS NO LESS AMONG GENTILES.  WHO ARE THE HASIDIM?  WHY HAVE THEY STUBBORNLY REFUSED TO JOIN AMERICA’S MAINSTREAM.
montage continues



Insert film title:   A LIFE APART:  HASIDISM IN AMERICA


Hertzberg:  Hasidim don’t consider themselves Americans or Polish or anything else.  They are living in America as they are living in Poland. They don’t for that matter consider themselves Israelis.  Their prime identity to use Hasidic parlance is “avoidas haboirah” which means the worship of the lord.
Hasidism at Tashlich ceremony at Verrazano Bridge

HASIDIM REJECT MANY THINGS AMERICANS TAKE FOR GRANTED:  TELEVISION, MOVIES,  SPORTS,  POP MUSIC...

MEN AND WOMEN ARE SEPARATED BY DISTINCT ROLES IN MANY ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE .


Hasidic family, celebrating Purim around table, some kids in costumes

THEY DON’T SEND THEIR KIDS TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS OR UNIVERSITIES
kids and adults go outside in their costumes,

INSTEAD, HASIDIM TEACH THEIR CHILDREN TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE TORAH, THE TEACHINGS CONTAINED IN THE FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES
kid dressed as torah scroll

Schiller:  The Hasidim came to America primarily in the 1950’s at a time when the common wisdom was that you pretty much lost your particularistic cultural attributes
1950’s USA, street scenes, naturalization

after a brief period in America which is what happened to other Jewish immigrations.
Schiller comes on camera

Documentary VO/  Rich or poor, old or young, the Jews came to this land for the same reasons as the Swedes, the Irishmen and the Italians.  To fulfill a simple human dream.  To live in freedom, peace and prosperity.  To work and to rear their children.
1950’s Archives/ American Jews  playing Basketball

...The Jew too has blended into the American landscape.. He is part of the music, the catch words of his country and his century
1950’s American Jews Dancing

...Merry Christmas Paul!...Happy Hanukkah Jerry!
1950’s: sharing Christmas and Hanukah

Schiller: The Hasidim didn’t do that, they maintained their old style, Eastern European approach and the fascinating question is why did they succeed, how did they succeed.  I think there are two factors here: One was the tremendous strength of the Hasidic leaders that came over at that time who said: “Darn it, we are going to recreate our societies here in America, and we don’t care how funny it looks, or how bizarre or how many people laugh at us or how difficult its going to be in any way, we are going to recreate it right here in America.”
Shiller live



Kaufman: Translation from Yiddish: The Satmar Rebbe of blessed memory had just arrived in America.  On the first Sabbath here he went out with a fur hat and long black coat.  This Americanized Jew, who couldn’t stand these European Jews arriving here and openly walking around in Hasidic garb said: “Oy,  I’m afraid that this Rebbe will ruin America for us”, The Rebbe replied “I haven’t ruined America for you yet, but just wait I will..”
Kaufman cutting fish in store

identified as:

Nuta Kaufman,

Satmar Hasid

ONCE, THE STORY GOES, THE TORAH SCROLL WOULDN’T FIT INTO ITS NEW COVER.  SOMEONE SUGGESTED THEY CUT THE TORAH DOWN TO SIZE.  RIDICULOUS?  OF COURSE.  IT’S THE COVER THAT MUST BE ALTERED.  THE REBBES SAID: WE WILL NOT MODIFY THE TORAH TO FIT AMERICA. WE  WILL TAILOR AMERICA TO FIT THE TORAH.
scenes of Torah being read and put into its cover

VO Schiller: I  teach in a modern orthodox high school.  The modern orthodox are vastly different then the Hasidim in that they live culturally in America.
Hockey game coached by Shiller

Schiller: And I think I would become disheartened if it wouldn't be for the tremendous sustenance that Hasidic books and Rebbes and stories and teachings gives me.  I don't think I'd have the strength to confront the victims of shopping mall America.
Shiller live

Schiller: I was born to a fairly typical Brooklyn 1950's Jewish milieu, which was vaguely culturally Jewish, but not religious in any sense of the term, we were Democrats politically, and rooted for the Brooklyn Dodgers, and celebrated Hanukkah and Passover and that was the extent of our Jewishness.
Schiller at hockey game and live

Documentary VO/  Sam why don’t you put the Hanukkah candles in the Menorah for tonight.

I was just going to do that.

Susan, will you please help me in the kitchen?

OK mom.
Jewish Ozzie and Harriet family scene from the 1950s:

VO Schiller During my childhood meaning haunted me... that there is something more to life then just a bourgeois pursuit of security
1950’s archival stickball on street:

Schiller: And finally when my parents moved from Queens to Rockland County and we lived in very close proximity to the Orthodox community of Monsey.
New Sqver?

Mrs. Schiller:   He walked over to New Sqver one day, when he was 12 years old, it was before his bar mitzvah.  He went with two friends of his he walked into New Sqver.
Mrs. Shiller live



Schiller: We came back to public school the next day and the whole class knew of our trip and they're all crowding around, they're saying, “What happened?  What happened in New Square?  What went on there in New Square?" And my friend Paul was relating the story and he got to that point where he says “Ya know the door opened and the Rebbe came out”...And one of the girls yells out, she says, "Well what'd he look like? What'd he look like?" And Paul just paused and he said, "He looked like Moses coming down from the mountain."
Shiller live

Mrs. Schiller: He explained to me exactly how he felt and how he wanted to live his life and I when I realized this is what he wanted I accepted it. I however did tell him not to influence Jay who is my younger son.
Mrs. Shiller live

Shiller:  The previous Skverer Rebbe, his whole person, left a profound impression upon me. Here was this, this saint who when he would pray or study, or whatever you got a sense that he was elsewhere and yet he could turn around the next minute and speak to somebody whose business has, had failed or whose wife couldn't conceive or any number of problems.. and he was willing to bring himself down to the lowest of levels to communicate with any human being.  So that was to me was basically what I had been looking for.
Schiller

and Sqver Rebbe stills

fade to black

KEEPING THE STORY GOING:

THE  KEY TO UNDERSTANDING HASIDIC REJECTION OF AMERICA

SQVER.. BOBOV..  SATMAR.. BELZ..  LUBAVITCH..  EVEN IN AMERICA HASIDIM HAVE KEPT THE NAMES OF THEIR TOWNS AND VILLAGES.  THEY REFUSED TO LET THE STORY OF THESE PLACES, AND THOSE WHO LIVED IN THEM, FADE FROM MEMORY.
The Gold family celebrating Purim and singing around the table

Ester Gold: I can’t believe that it’s fifty years since we were liberated.  It’s unbelievable how time flies...
live

Jack Gold:  Why was I the lucky one to live through and see this and my parents didn’t see that?...  I told a German I would give him everything that I had two I’d give him one.  I told him I’d give him one, one arm, one leg, one eye to let them live.  It didn’t help, nothing.  And you can understand how I feel by living through and raising two, three generations already that I see and I hope to God to see more of them in good health with  my wife for many many years
live

Ester Gold:  I was blessed that I am alive and I can see this.  Maybe I did something good in my life, maybe (sigh)
live, fade to black

HASIDIC SURVIVAL DEPENDS UPON EACH GENERATION TRANSMITTING ITS STORY TO THE NEXT
Lazar family arriving to circumcision

TODAY CHANIE AND BERYL’S NEWBORN SON WILL BE CIRCUMCISED.  CHANIE’S MOTHER LOOKS ON AS HER GRANDCHILD IS GIVEN A HEBREW NAME, A NAME WHICH WILL LINK THE CHILD TO THE GENERATIONS WHICH PRECEDED IT.
Circumcision ceremony

live sound in Hebrew, translation:

Our God, God of our ancestors, sustain this child unto his father and mother and may his name be called among Israel as:...Sholem the Son of Shlomo Dov Ber Pinchus
naming ceremony

prayer translation:

Chani Lazar: We named our new baby Shalom for my grandfather, who passed away this year...
Chanie and baby

Chani Lazar: When he came to America, he was sent by the previous Lubavitch Rebbe to start the school here.
still photo of grandfather

Chani’s mom:  He should just be able to live up to his name....He's stubborn.  You have to be stubborn, though.  You have to be stubborn to be able to do things.  He's going to be a great man.
Chani’s mom holding her new grandchild, fade




live sound over candle, subtitled as

we kindle these lights to remember the miracles
Horowitz family lighting Hanukkah candles

Ben Zion Horowitz:  The impact that my father had on me is still even after the Holocaust he still stayed a religious Hasidic Jew.
live

Ben Zion Horowitz: There is a connection from father to grandfather, great grandfather going to the past
candle lighting continues

Ben Zion Horowitz:  When we sing a song, an old song going from 150-200 years old, its emotional and its holy and its beyond words.
Bobov Rebbe Purim gathering many Hasidim singing, 



song translation: I thirst for Thee, O Lord, with all my body and soul
gathering continues

DVAYKUS: THE KEY IDEA OF HASIDISM

HASIDIM BELIEVE THAT GOD CAN BE ENCOUNTERED WITHIN US AND IN ALL THAT IS AROUND US.
Hasidic men and women praying

THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THE TRUE HASID, LIKE THE GOAL OF ALL MYSTICS, IS TO LOSE ONESELF IN A TRANSCENDENT STATE OF CLEAVING TO GOD, A STATE HASIDIM CALL DVAYKUS.
scenes of praying continue

live sound , prayer translation: 

Hear O Israel, the Lord, our God, the Lord is One.
Hasid saying prayer with real feeling 

EARLY HISTORY OF HASIDISM

HASIDISM STARTED AS A SPIRITUAL REVIVAL MOVEMENT WHICH EMPHASIZED PRAYER, JOY AND CHARITY.  THE FOUNDER OF HASIDISM, THE BAAL SHEM TOV,  LIVED FROM 1700 TO 1760.  HE WAS A MAN OF THE PEOPLE WHO MADE SPIRITUALITY ACCESSIBLE TO EVERYONE.
18th century paintings of Hasidim

Eliach :  Scholarship, was always considered as the avenue and the road to God.  And in a way it excluded many people who lived in the countryside, who did not have an education.  And here comes a man who changed,  not that he changed the values,  he changed the scale of the values.  Instead of scholarship being number one, it was based more on the relationship between man and man,  between man and God.
Eliach live,

intercut with 19th century Drawings

THE BAAL SHEM TOV ALSO REJECTED ASCETICISM.  HE SAID EVERYDAY LIFE COULD BE SANCTIFIED, THAT GOD COULD BE SERVED THROUGH EVERYTHING ONE DID;  EATING, WORKING, RAISING CHILDREN, EVEN SEX, COULD BECOME A SPIRITUAL ACT.
Drawings continued

THE BAAL SHEM TOV TAUGHT THAT SADNESS CREATES A BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD, WHILE GLADNESS AND JOY OPEN THE GATES OF HEAVEN.
Purim snake dance by Hasidim in Bobov

Ben Zion Horowitz:  Before the Hasidic movement came, Jewish religion was taught like a stick:  “You must you must do this, if not God is going to punish you.”  The first Hasidic Rebbe, the holy Baal Shem, saw that a lot of Jews are leaving the religion because of this type of strictness.  He taught us you could do it with a glett - with a pat  - just the opposite.
Ben Zion Horowitz live

HASIDISM SPREAD ITS TEACHINGS THROUGH STORYTELLING, A MEANS WHICH EVERYBODY COULD UNDERSTAND.
Grave of the Baal Shem Tov today

IT IS YOM KIPPUR, THE HOLIEST DAY OF THE YEAR.  THE BAAL SHEM TOV STOPS ABRUPTLY IN THE MIDDLE OF A PRAYER.  TIME PASSES, AND THE CONGREGATION BECOMES UNCOMFORTABLE.  MEANWHILE, AN ILLITERATE YOUNG SHEPHERD, YEARNING TO REACH OUT TO GOD, PULLS OUT HIS FLUTE AND PLAYS A SINGLE HEARTFELT NOTE.  THE CONGREGANTS ARE STUNNED BY THIS BREACH OF DECORUM.  SUDDENLY THE BAAL SHEM TOV RESUMES PRAYING. AFTERWARDS, HE EXPLAINS: “I SENSED THE GATES OF HEAVEN WERE CLOSED TO OUR PRAYERS.  THAT PURE NOTE SOUNDED BY THE SHEPHERD BOY PIERCED THROUGH THE HEAVENLY GATES, AND ONLY THEN WERE OUR PRAYERS WERE PERMITTED TO FOLLOW.”
Grave of the Baal Shem Tov today

AFTER THE BAAL SHEM TOV’S DEATH, HIS DISCIPLES DISPERSED THROUGHOUT EASTERN EUROPE TO SPREAD THEIR MASTER’S WISDOM, STORIES AND PARABLES.
passing by Ukrainian countryside 

THE EMERGING HASIDIC MOVEMENT WAS ACCUSED OF HERESY AND WAS EXCOMMUNICATED BY THE RECOGNIZED LEADER OF RABBINIC JUDAISM, THE GAON OF VILNA.  THE BAN READ, IN PART:
Picture of Gaon of Vilna

“EVERYWHERE THEY SHOULD BE TORN UP BY THE ROOTS.  THEY SHOULD BE SCATTERED AND DRIVEN FAR APART SO THAT NOT TWO OF THEM SHOULD REMAIN TOGETHER.”
image of the ban

DESPITE THE BAN, HASIDISM BECAME THE DOMINANT FORM OF JUDAISM IN MUCH OF EASTERN EUROPE.  THE MOVEMENT WAS LEAD BY CHARISMATIC TEACHERS KNOWN AS REBBES.
Paintings of Hasidic life

THE HASIDIC REBBE

Heilman: When a Hasid looks at his Rebbe he sees the embodiment of the community.  The Rebbe is the ‘king’, the collective representation, the flag, he’s everything rolled up into one.
scenes of Gerer Rebbe and Heilman live

Ben Zion Horowitz:   Every Hasid looks upon him as his own father, as his grandparents. We see a lot of times pushing, shoving. We want to listen to him.  We are like one.  And he teaches us the past, the Torah, and most often, the songs he makes and he teaches us the songs. and we sing.  It’s like everything that he does we're crazy over..
Bobov Rebbe waving at his Hasidim, 

Ben Zion live in car

Chani Lazar:  I feel more lucky than someone else who may not be a Hasid and the reason for that is that we have a rebbe.   We have someone that we always look to and look up to and everything in our life is based on what the Rebbe tells us to do.  We don't take any major or minor decision on our own without asking the Rebbe.  And we know that the Rebbe cares for us.  We know that the Rebbe loves us.  We know, of course the wisdom of the Rebbe..
Lazars and children see pictures of rebbe

Lubavitch Rebbe waving to crowd

Rabbi Berkowitz (tells children in Yiddish: Translation)

A teacher also has a teacher.  Do you know who my teacher is?  The Rebbe of Ger.  Will you children be very happy to see the Rebbe of Ger?  ( Kids respond  )Yes.  Yes.
Berkowitz preparing class for visit of Ger rebbe

Berkowitz :  I want to see a very nice line, children showing the greatest respect.  Okay?
class and teacher join rest of school in greeting the rebbe

Ger Rebbe (talking to kids in Yiddish:  Translation)

Even small children have to know to behave well, to obey, to be like Jacob, to listen to your grandparents and parents.   May God bless you with success, that all will be well with you ....  the children together with the adults.
Rebbe addressing kids

Berkowitz (to class in Yiddish:  Translation)

Q: Who got to see the Rebbe?    A:  Me! Me!  

O: Who got to hear the Rebbe?  A:  Me! Me!

Q: Can anyone repeat a single word you heard from the Rebbe?  

A: No! No!
kids return to class where Berkowitz talks to them

Berkowitz:  The feeling at that age basically left with is,  He likes us, he cares for us.
Berkowitz talking to class about Rebbe’s visit

Berkowitz (to class in Yiddish:  Translation)

Today, since we had such a great guest when you pray you will pray much better than usual. Right?  You will remember for many, many years that today in Yeshiva Yagdil Torah you had the great privilege of seeing the Rebbe of Ger.  
live

HASIDIM BELIEVE THEIR REBBE IS IN A CONSTANT STATE OF DVAYKUS, OF CLOSENESS TO GOD.  FOR MANY HASIDIM,  SUCH AN ELEVATED STATE IS RARELY IF EVER ATTAINED.  BUT, BY BEING IN THE REBBE’S PRESENCE EACH HASID CAN ALSO EXPERIENCE SOME OF THAT DVAYKUS..
Munkacs Rebbe dances with Hasidim

THE BOND BETWEEN HASIDIM AND THEIR REBBE CONTINUES EVEN AFTER HIS DEATH.   HASIDIM PRAY AT THEIR REBBE’S GRAVE.
Satmar Rebbe’s grave, Lubavitch Rebbe’s grave

THEY LEAVE HANDWRITTEN NOTES ASKING THE REBBE TO INTERCEDE IN HEAVEN ON THEIR BEHALF.
Hasidim leaving notes at Rebbe’s grave

WITH THE BREAK UP OF THE SOVIET UNION, HASIDIM ARE NOW ABLE TO RETURN TO THE RESTING PLACES OF THEIR EARLY LEADERS.   HERE, IN VIZNITZIA, UKRAINE, THE NEWLY RESTORED GRAVE OF THE FIRST REBBE OF VISHNITZ IS BEING PREPARED FOR A SPECIAL PILGRIMAGE.  TODAY, THE LARGEST GROUP OF HASIDIM SINCE THE HOLOCAUST HAVE RETURNED TO PRAY AT THIS HOLY SITE.
Hundreds of Hassidim and the Viznitz Rebbe arrive in Viznitzia, Ukraine and pray at their founding Rebbe’s newly restored gravesite

Translation of song:  I will forgive the nations of all their sins except for the sin of spilling the blood of My children.  So saith the Lord who dwells in Zion.
Hasidim singing with great fervor at gravesite

HASIDISM LOSES GROUND TO OTHER MOVEMENTS

AFTER ITS FIRST CENTURY OF GROWTH, HASIDISM BEGAN TO LOSE ITS HOLD, ESPECIALLY ON THE YOUNG.
Hasidic school  scenes. 1933

THE LESSONS TAUGHT IN HASIDIC SCHOOLS WERE SEEN AS INCREASINGLY IRRELEVANT TO THE POVERTY AND ANTI-SEMITISM FACED BY JEWS IN EASTERN EUROPE.
continued

MANY YOUNG PEOPLE TRANSFERRED THE SPIRITUAL ZEAL AND IDEALISM, ONCE INVESTED IN RELIGION, TO THEIR NEW FOUND WORLD VIEWS: ZIONISM, SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM.
Film footage of young people dancing Hora in 1933

IN THE 1920’S, THE SOVIET UNION FORCED NEARLY ALL RELIGIOUS LIFE UNDERGROUND. 

.
Russia Archives of churches being destroyed, old women look up, steeple explodes

SYNAGOGUES WERE CLOSED AND THEIR TORAHS CONFISCATED.   THE PARCHMENT  SCROLLS WERE CUT UP AND GIVEN TO SHOEMAKERS TO USE AS LEATHER
1940’s Russia archives/old men in Russia reading from Torah scroll

IN SPITE OF ESCALATING PERSECUTION, THE LUBAVITCH REBBE  DIRECTED HIS EMISSARIES, HIS SHLICHIM, TO ORGANIZE AN UNDERGROUND NETWORK OF RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS.
Lubavitch Rebbe

Prof. Fishman:  There were Hasidim who pleaded with him: “Let’s leave, let’s go to Poland, let’s go to Palestine.” And he said: “No, Our mission is to be here, God put us here for some reason and that reason is to perpetuate Judaism in this place.”
live

FROM THE 1920’S UNTIL TODAY, THE EMISSARIES OF THE REBBES OF LUBAVITCH HAVE STRUGGLED TO PRESERVE JEWISH RELIGION AND IDENTITY
Boys lighting menorah in attic of Moscow shul

TODAY, BEREL AND HIS WIFE CHANIE LAZAR HAVE COME TO RUSSIA TO TRAIN A NEW GENERATION OF SHLICHIM


Lubavitch van in Moscow today with picture of Rebbe 

PRE-WAR REJECTION OF AMERICA AS AN IMPURE LAND

IN 1929, THE LUBAVITCH REBBE TRAVELED TO THE UNITED STATES TO RAISE FUNDS FOR HIS UNDERGROUND SCHOOLS.  HIS AMERICAN FOLLOWERS BEGGED HIM TO SETTLE HERE.  THE REBBE SAID, AMERICA IS NOT YET READY FOR HASIDISM. HERE, HE SAID, EVEN RABBIS HAVE COMPROMISED AND SHAVED THEIR BEARDS.  THE REBBE RETURNED TO EASTERN EUROPE, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE BEGINNING OF WORLD WAR II.
Rebbe’s Arrival in US 1929

Hertzberg:  For at least a century and a half the corporate  mind of east European Jewry was that America was a treife medina.  America is a place which is wild and woolly and open and everybody does what he wants, there is no authority, there is no settled structure as has existed in Europe for many centuries and therefore the rabbinic intelligentsia refused to go.
live intercut with film footage of pre-war Hasidic life in Eastern Europe,

Hertzberg:  My cousin the Munkatcher Rebbe thundered against America...
Munkatch Rebbe footage in 1933

Live sound of Munkatch rebbe screaming in Yiddish: Translation  (The Sabbath is unique, nothing compares to it.  S) I urge you, my brothers in America,  Observe the Sabbath, then things will go well for you!  It is not enough to go to synagogue on the Sabbath.  Don’t desecrate the Sabbath afterwards by driving, working.  You can observe the Sabbath!
Rebbe in horse-drawn carriage shaking his finger at American Jews



mix live sounds
crowd around Munkatch rebbe

IN 1933, THE YEAR THE MUNKATCH REBBE SCOLDED AMERICAN JEWS,  THE NAZI PARTY ROSE TO POWER.
dissolve into Nazi rally

Hertzberg:  As late as even 1939, right before the war, the leading Rav in Lithuania, Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, wrote in a preface to one of his books: “We are in grave danger in our bodies here in Europe, but our souls are in graver danger in American materialism, freedom, license etc.”
Kristallnacht 

FOR THE JEWS WHO REMAINED IN EASTERN EUROPE, WORLD WAR II BROUGHT COMPLETE DEVASTATION AND THE DEATH OF SIX MILLION.  AMONG THE HASIDIM, FOUR OUT OF FIVE WERE KILLED.
Holocaust Archives/

images of bearded Jews captured by Germans

HASIDISM’S TEACHING THAT GOD COULD BE FOUND ALL AROUND US FACED ITS ULTIMATE TEST DURING THE HOLOCAUST...SOME HASIDIM CONTINUED TO CLING TO A GOD WHO HAD SEEMINGLY ABANDONED THEM.  OTHERS COULD NO LONGER DO SO.
People being deported on trains

Hebrew song, Translation:  Remember the promise You made to Your servant.  For it has given me hope.  Even as I am humiliated by those who mock You, from the teachings of your Torah I have not strayed.
Hasidic Jews captured by Nazis

Ester Gold:  Before I went to the concentration camp my mother packed for me something when they took me away from home and she put in my siddur there.  And that was my prayerbook all through my 3 years in camp - in concentration camp.  Some of the girls were laughing at me because they already got so bitter and disgusted with the whole life that they said “How can you do it?”,  ya know like, they didn’t believe at all.  And I still went - even if they shut off the light at 10:00 at night I went into the hallway where was the lightbulb and I said it standing up before I went to sleep. And that kept me going.
live

Jack Gold:  In the back of my mind I still am rebelling, why this happens to us.  When I say us I mean the Jewish people and so forth, and therefore I was at one time pretty far removed from Hasidism just the same way as I was trying to remove myself from Judaism
Live

Mr. Horowitz senior, in Yiddish:
This is my mother.  This is my sister and brother, Recha and Moshe.
Horowitz SR looking at photos of his family who were killed during the Holocaust

Ben Zion Horowitz  After the war my father forgot completely about Judaism,  Take for example Shabbos.  He completely forgot that the seventh day was Shabbos.  That’s how he said.  It was like natural, he just walked out of the concentration camp and no yarmulke, no nothing.   He said he completely...  I myself can’t even understand how someone could completely forget but it looks like from such a pain from the Holocaust you could forget completely your past..
Horowitz jr. live at art gallery

Eliach:  After the war, there was definitely, , a great pain and most of all anger.  People felt ... that nobody knows who they are.  From where they came.   what their families were all about.  And the anger ... the only element which remained stable ... was God. ....And the anger was directed against God
Eliach live

150 YEARS BEFORE THE HOLOCAUST, THE REBBE OF BERDICHEV TAUGHT HASIDIM THAT GOD COULD BE FOUND EVEN IN ANGER.  THE REBBE ASKED A TAILOR HOW HE SOUGHT GOD’S FORGIVENESS ON YOM KIPPUR, THE DAY OF ATONEMENT.  THE TAILOR REPLIED: “I TOLD GOD:  YOU WISH ME TO REPENT OF MY SINS, BUT I HAVE COMMITTED ONLY A FEW MINOR OFFENSES.
Grave of the Rebbe of Berdicev

BUT YOU, O LORD, HAVE COMMITTED GRIEVOUS SINS. YOU HAVE TAKEN AWAY BABIES FROM THEIR MOTHERS AND MOTHERS FROM THEIR BABIES.  LET’S CALL IT EVEN:  IF YOU FORGIVE ME, I WILL FORGIVE YOU.”  SAID THE REBBE OF BERDICHEV: “WHY DID YOU LET GOD OFF SO EASILY?  WITH THAT ARGUMENT YOU COULD HAVE FORCED HIM TO REDEEM ALL OF ISRAEL.”
Emaciated prisoners in Dachau after Liberation

THE FIRST SURVIVORS ARRIVED IN NEW YORK HARBOR ON THE MARINE FLASHER IN 1946.  MOST REFUGEES FROM HASIDIC BACKGROUNDS HAD NOT RESUMED WEARING THEIR PRE-WAR HASIDIC CLOTHES AND WERE INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM OTHER REFUGEES.  MANY WERE STILL STRUGGLING WITH A POST-HOLOCAUST CRISIS OF FAITH, UNCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT TO RESUME HASIDISM IN AMERICA.
Refugees Arrival on Marine Flasher

Jack Gold:  When I came to this country and my wife start giving me, thank God, kids and I started realizing “where am I gonna go from here?  What am I gonna do with those kids?  How am I gonna bring them up?  By bringing them up non-believers, atheists?  It wouldn’t help.  Bringing them up, God forbid, converts?  It wouldn’t help because Hitler took two, three generation converts and threw them into the gas chambers.  And I bring them up as regular Americans, nonbelievers or what else, what is gonna happen?  I'm not gonna take away so many generations before me with fathers and grandfathers and grandfathers and so forth and throw it out.
Early home

movies of Gold family in America,

Jack Gold live

singing Hasidic song
Gold family around Purim table singing

sad song

AMONG THE SURVIVORS WERE A HANDFUL OF HASIDIC LEADERS INCLUDING THE REBBES OF KLAUSENBERG, SKVER, SATMAR AND BOBOV
Rebbes who survived to America

Eliach:  The Rebbe of Bobov went through the Holocaust. ... lost his wife, survived with his son. Understood exactly the crisis of faith, which people experienced.
Bobov Rebbe stills

Horowitz Sr in Yiddish: Translation  I saw a Rebbe for the first time and was very impressed.  He asked me my name.  It turned out that he knew my whole family;  parents, grandparents, everybody.  He told me who I was, where I came from, that I came from a Jewish home, a Hasidic home and if I stayed with him I would become like my parents had once been.  He was like a father to us.  Everybody came broken, without families.  And they had nothing.   The Rebbe had to provide for us:  Apartments, jobs, and marriage partners.  He had a very difficult job seeing to it that we remained Hasidic in America.
live

(early photo of Bobov Rebbe)

Eliach:  Hasidim were much more fortunate than non-Hasidim.  It offered for them a home, They could sit with the rebbe and speak in Yiddish and tell the stories.  
Bobov Sukkot with violinists serenading the rebbe

CULTURE WAR:  THE KEY TO HASIDIC SURVIVAL IN AMERICA

Hertzberg:  When I go to Brooklyn as I do fairly often I always think of the Mayflower, the Amish, I say to myself, these are the urban Puritans...They arrived with what is left alive of their Hasidim because it was no longer possible to live in Eastern Europe.  Like the pilgrims arriving here in the early 1600’s, they came not in search of the American dream, but in search of a place where they could do what they had always done.. in freedom and without being persecuted and without being murdered by Hitler.
Brooklyn today/man crossing street in talis.

Herzberg live

Heilman:  And they begin to realize that if they’re going to survive, not just as individual people, but as a community and as a way of life, they have to create an enclave in which they can take from America, but not become swept up and swallowed by America.  And that I think begins the essential culture war that is Hasidism and, to some extent, all Orthodox Judaism.
Heilman live and Willimasburg 1950’s stills/

WHEN THE SATMAR REBBE CAME TO AMERICA HE SAW MANY EMPTY SYNAGOGUES AND ONLY A FEW RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS.  HE SAID “WE WILL DO EXACTLY THE OPPOSITE FROM THESE AMERICANIZED JEWS...WE WILL GET BY WITH SMALL SYNAGOGUES.  INSTEAD, WE WILL BUILD BIG SCHOOLS WITH MANY CHILDREN  LEARNING THE TORAH”.
Large synagogue exteriors

Heilman:  The adults protect them from the world outside, but they also look to those children for the fire.  If the fire is still burning in the eyes and the hearts and the songs and the voices of the children, then you know, the future is intact
young boys and their families are celebrating the first day on which they begin the study of the Torah

Boys in Yiddish

Come here little boys.

We are no longer little boys

Well, what then are you?

Thank God, we have turned into quite fine big boys.
Boys engage in a sing-song question and answer rite



Berkowitz:  The children here in the yeshiva, most of them are grandchildren of survivors from the concentration camps...
ceremony continues

They are a little bit different than my generation was.  I’m a son a of a camp survivor.  We try to give our children much more attention, much more time. Some of us felt  that our parents - the generation gap between them and us was two generations, not one generation.  We are the first generation who understands, who are on the same wave length as our children.
Berkowitz live

Zeldy:  We all felt that our parents went through so much that we owed them to be good and to make them happy and never to cause them any aggravation. We always felt guilty, always, right Malke

Malke: What?

Zeldy: We always feel guilty.

Malke: Very guilty.  Very very guilty when you have to say “I don't believe that way” or “I want to do things differently.”  Your children are getting married….

Z: You can't

M:  You can't, you don't know how to say no.   I can't say no to my father, my mother, you can't say..

Z: My children to me can say no, we can’t say no to our parents.

M:  My father only speaks Yiddish to the children, "Do you know why I'm alive today?" he says "I'm alive today because you had to be born, you had to be born and the grandchildren in Eretz Israel and the eireniclech that we have already, that is why I had to stay alive.  You have an echreis now, you have a responsibility to continue the Yiddishkeit.
Exterior of Zeldy’s store

live inside Zeldy’s store

Berkowitz teaching class/ timid boy reads Hebrew alphabet
live

Berkowitz:  When we start the aleph bais and we see the child who is having some difficulty with it.  We think to ourselves wow, for the aleph bais we're having those difficulties, what's gonna be when we get further on where has to actually read,  But let me tell you something  ..they all are able to do it (laughs).
continue to Berkowitz live

Berkowitz:  Three years is  an important date for a child.  We make him what's called peyes. 
haircutting ceremony in Hasidic family

Family talking in Yiddish: 

(Father):  What are we going to make?  Sidecurls?

(To older son) Avrum Yossie, do you want to cut?  Come you can cut too.  Who else?  Oh, mother-in-law, dear.

Grandma is coming to cut your hair.

(Grandmother)  May you grow up to be a fine boy and know how to learn Torah.
family members take turns cutting boys hair and wishing him Mazal Tov

Berkowitz:  Also that day he'll put on usually for the first time usually a yarmulke (skullcap) and also the tsitsit , the fringes,  he'll put on under his shirt
Boy wearing fringed garment

live sound
everyone shakes boy’s hand and wishes him Mazal Tov.

HASIDIM BELIEVE, WHEN ONE EMBARKS UPON A HOLY QUEST, THE FORCES OF IMPURITY DO THEIR UTMOST TO INTERFERE.  THE BOY, WHO IS ABOUT TO BEGIN HIS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IS WRAPPED IN A PRAYER SHAWL TO PROTECT HIM FROM THESE FORCES.
boy is wrapped in a prayershall and taken outside

Berkowitz:  He's brought to yeshiva and for the first time he's taught the aleph bais.  As the child says the lettering of the aleph bais, he’ll take a candy off the letters.  There’s a tradition of showing a child the sweetness of learning.
Boy brought to yeshiva in Rabbi Berkowitz’s class. As his family looks on Rabbi Berkowitz starts teaching him the Hebrew alphabet

Berkowitz, in Yiddish....Oy, isn’t he a fine boy, a really fine boy.  Can you recite the aleph bais as well as your brother?”
live sound

Hertzberg:  The basic barrier the post W.W.II Hasidic community had to overcome is to make the  decision to deny its children and its grandchildren the great opportunities of America.
Class in playground/

1960s Chumetz Burning

Hertzberg cont.:  Here they were in the feast of America and they decided they are not going to take part in this feast which is for the first time available to Jews.  Remember when you make a decision that your children, grandchildren are not going to go to college and University, you have made the decision that they are not going to be doctors, they are not going to be lawyers and they are not going to be MBAs from Harvard  You have decided that they’re going to be poor, or at best middle class, with the exception of a few who might be rich in business.
1960’s Hasidic dancing at hair cutting ceremony

HASIDIM LIMIT THEMSELVES TO OCCUPATIONS WHICH ARE CONSISTENT WITH THEIR WAY OF LIFE.

THEY DO NOT ACCEPT JOBS WHICH REQUIRE THEM TO COMPROMISE THEIR DRESS, BELIEFS OR RITUALS.  HASIDIM REJECT PROFESSIONAL CAREERS WHICH DEMAND UNIVERSITY DEGREES.
Montage of Hasidim working

Hertzberg:  Being Jewish in any serious sense is to believe in some absolute values.. which are not yours to change.  The basic premise of a university is relativism - is that we examine all values,  they are all man made ultimately and they can be changed.
live

Heilman:  And the university for them is the height of impurity because what does it do?  First it fills your mind with all kinds of heretic ideas.  Secondly it puts men and women in close contact with one another at just the point in life when their hormones are working.
live

GIRL’S EDUCATION AND PREPARATION FOR WOMEN’S ROLE

Berkowitz:  In our society we have two separate schools.  We don't have co-ed, we have separate boys and girls school.
Morning Streets in front of Girls’ school/

Mrs. Gottesman (Girl’s school principal):  The purpose of them coming to school is to prepare them for their roles ultimately as Jewish mothers and the only way they can be prepared to become Jewish mothers is that they get the proper Jewish education.


Zeldy:  A Hasidic girl takes pride in becoming a mother, raising her family.  She feels she’s achieving something...Who says running Westinghouse is important.  After 100 years who’s gonna remember who ran Westinghouse and who cares, your children will be a legacy for your life - for forever.
live

Berkowitz:  The girls as they grow up these are our future mothers.  They have a very very important role to play. I could say more important them the future fathers. The mother is really the one who's bringing up the children, she's the one who instills everything which the child will remember all his years comes from the mother.
Mrs. Gold waking up her children and saying prayers with them

Chips Gold:  I feel my job is raising the kids, trying to teach them values and, thanking God for everything as they’re doing right now, their having a lovely breakfast, they have to thank God for it.  Even though I laid it out, He did it.
Golds in Kitchen

Chani Lazar: When a woman lights the sabbath candles it is written that she can request from God anything she would like.  The heavens open up to her and she has her own moment with God.  She can ask for her children to be healthy, for her husband to be healthy, for her family to be healthy.
Chanie’s daughter climbs on table to prepare candles, Chani lights Shabbos candles

Chani:  When I was growing up I heard, ya know about women's lib. and I never really understood that because where I grew up it was really never like that...... And we say that the wisdom of the home is based on the woman, the woman is the foundation of her home.
live and putting daughter to bed

HASIDIC WOMEN ARE EXPECTED TO FIND SPIRITUAL FULFILLMENT PRIMARILY IN MOTHERHOOD.  THEY ARE TOLD THIS ROLE IS SO IMPORTANT IT TAKES PRIORITY OVER PUBLIC PRAYERS AND THE STUDY OF TORAH.
cont., women in back of synagogue

Prof.  Braude:  If women’s role is really so important why don’t you have a mother to be the rebbe?  Why isn’t she the one you turn to when you really want to know what God wants?  Why are they the ones hidden behind a curtain and pushed to the back of the synagogue?   Well, we’re told that the reason is because if men heard their voices they would get distracted from their all-important prayers that God has commanded them to pray.  Well, if I were God and I were looking for someone to do my will I wouldn’t pick someone who is so easily distracted that if he heard a woman’s voice he wouldn’t be able to pray anymore. I’d pick the women.
women in orthodox synagogue behind barrier

Schiller:  The Hasidic world is hierarchical deferential, which means that there are clearly assigned roles for all peoples in it, there are adults, there are children; there are men, there are women; there are rabbis' there are laymen, and people have roles.  And there is none of this contemporary yearning - this contemporary agony over being in one role and really wanting to be someone else.  You don't have children that want to be adults or women that want to be men or men that want to be women so that its a traditional society in that sense..
live

Class in Hebrew:  Blessed Art Thou, O Lord, Our God, King of the Universe
teacher and young Hasidic girls singing a prayer

Pearl: At the age of 15 I could not have vocalized they way I do now.  Something in me needed to leave.  You wake up one morning and you just say “I have no choice, I have to do this”.  My initial education was focused very much on women's values, because they give birth, their bodies are holy vessels, there’s a lot of holy and spiritual responsibility for the girl and so they start them young.  But they really need to keep them on a very narrow path and its not necessarily all discipline.  It is really beautiful at times but I think for me it was very difficult to deal with that kind of boundaries.
Pearl gluck walking in street with Hasidic school busses passing by

and I couldn’t run off, for example, and write a poem and not worry about what’s in the poem, so I felt like I had to censor myself... Everything I did I had to look over both shoulders.  I wanted to know what it felt like, to be walking in the street and do whatever you want.  Was it really uh, this wild and crazy and uh ... un-focused existence.  Uh, was it really not spiritual?  What is spiritual?  So all of these questions that I had, they were in a certain way, they were disallowed, um, in a Bais Yaakov school, and certainly in the Hasidic home environment.
Pearl’s books

Pearl live

Zeldy: Our schools now in Brooklyn all have school uniforms.. Our uniforms must be 4” below the knee.  The longest Catholic school uniforms Catholic are at least 5” above the knee. Its for tsinius purposes. - Tsinius means modesty.  It means you don’t make people  stare at you when you’re in the street , you don’t draw any attention to yourself.  Basically that’s what it is.
Girls in Hasidic school uniform

Pearl:  Its not to stress your beauty in the sense where - physical beauty is not what come first.
Girls in street

...inner beauty is. And I think that’s a very beautiful value, but the way that they stress it is with outside concerns.


Pearl live:

COST OF HASIDIC SEPARATISM

Gottesman:  We try to keep them separate from outside exposures which we feel are detrimental to the kiddusha, the purity of their neshamas, their souls. and  in keeping with that there is absolutely no outside media that comes in to the home, especially the television.
Hasidic girl’s school, Mrs. Gottesman greets arriving pupils, live

Zeldy: ..I was watching TV when I was in the hospital and I was amazed that a woman could sit home and watch TV all day and doesn’t become mentally ill at the end of the day.  What do you think about that?!!...I was amazed
live in store

Gottesman:  We also have a beautiful library in our school. But at the same time we censor the books that our children read to make sure  that are keeping with the lifestyle that we would like them to live..
live

Pearl:  And that’s another way they educate by making negative what’s out there and different than us
kids on school bus

Pearl:  I cannot live in this environment.  I cannot say that I need to live a separated life, that I am better. I cannot put down others to move on,  I was curious about the others
Pearl live

Black Man: If I were anywhere else and these were non-Jewish children, or non-orthodox Jewish children, I’m presuming that, at least one of them would say “Well mister what’s going on?” What are you doing?”  or “Hello” or nothing like that.  In fact, I said hello and they sort of .. hi.  One young lady said “hi” and the others pulled her back.  And I said to myself these are children.  These are children that are going to grow up and be adults one day. And the perceptions that they have of me as a black man, or as a non-Jewish person, I’m not too sure, I don’t know what to presume.  They’ re being conditioned to think a certain way now.  When they’re older, when they’re in their 20’s, I mean, what is that going to mean?   What is that going to mean as far as the community that they live in? Living in New York City which is predominantly non-white.  What it that going to mean when there’s some sort of conflict or potential for conflict between Jewish and non-Jewish peoples and there’s going to be a need to communicate?
Black man , identified as Prospect Park employee, he is seen in the park and is intercut with Hasidim and other blacks in the park

Pearl:  In fact, we were brought up to believe boys, girls, everybody, that you really are the elite.  You are the spiritual elite and you really ... I did.  I felt very bad for the people who weren't born into the Hasidish lifestyle, you know?  I felt very - I had a certain compassion for them.
live

WHEN HASIDISM STARTED MOVING INTO THEIR ENCLAVES, MANY OF THE LONG-TIME JEWISH RESIDENTS FLED.  THIS LEFT HASIDIM INCREASINGLY ISOLATED AMONG THEIR BLACK AND LATINO NEIGHBORS
Hasidic neighborhoods

Eliach:  Hasidim tend to live in close proximity to other minorities be it Puerto Ricans, be it blacks, be it Caribbean’s, and being Haitians, and there is no question that it is a great source of for friction between the communities.  Perhaps it will force Hasidism to look for new locations outside the big cities......
Hasidim and blacks in neighborhood

and live

Black Man: They were going around a circle and they were singing.  And I asked the gentleman exactly what was going on and he told me about the ceremony before Yom Kippur.  But he said to me, “Are you married? I said, “No sir I’m not”.  He said, “Well, do you go to church”? I said,  “No I do not”.  And he said,  “We Jews, we love everybody, ya know, we don’t hate anybody, we’re not violent people”.  I wasn’t contesting that, but its what he ended with what really kind of offended me - I had to laugh.  He said, “We pray for you people too”.  And I laughed because to me what’s implicit in that is that somehow we need prayers.  And that somehow, oh the poor black people, let’s pray for them.  We have the - we’re from the sort of the position where we can bless them.  Its very paternal, very patronizing and I laughed and he sort of patted me on the shoulder and walked away.  And I said to myself this man has no idea what he has just said to me and I shaked my head because its obvious that its a cultural phenomenon that makes people react angrily. Not because they seclude themselves but because they have an air of arrogance, spiritual arrogance for lack of a better term.
Bobov Tashlich and Black man in park

Hertzberg: Hasidim do not have the choice of moving when quote the neighborhood changes.  Because their institutions are in the neighborhood, their Rebbe is in the neighborhood.  They can not move away as individuals.  They can only move if the entire community, or a branch of it, moves and recreates its institutions
Hasidim and blacks in the neighborhood

HASIDIM REMAIN IN NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE EVERYDAY INTERACTIONS ARE OFTEN CHARACTERIZED BY RESENTMENT AND MUTUAL SUSPICION.  

THESE TENSIONS HAVE LED TO POLITICAL TURF BATTLES OVER THE ALLOCATION OF PUBLIC HOUSING AND OTHER GOVERNMENT SERVICES.
more-

Heilman  These Hasidim say: “Look we don’t want to invite you to our house, because we don’t want to be invited to your house.  Not because we have anything against you.  We don’t eat the same food.  We don’t have anything against you personally, we have things against you culturally.  We don’t want to share in your way of life.  We view it as threatening and dangerous.
live intercut with Hasidim and blacks

HASIDIM ARE ALSO THREATENED BY JEWS WHOSE INTERPRETATIONS OF JUDAISM DIFFERS FROM THEIR OWN.
Hospital chaplain going about her work

Rabbi Michael Springer: I don’t have a rosy picture of the Hasidic community.  I work in a hospital here in Manahattan as a chaplain so I get called to different patients rooms and I see all Jews and I see Christians as well.  But Jews from all backgrounds.  There was a young boy about 7 years old who came for a bone marrow transplant and I knew his family was very observant from a small Hasidic community in Israel...... a few days later the mother pulled me aside and she said that I wasn't allowed to go in and visit him anymore ..and I said “Why? And she said that her husband felt that it was not good for the child - too confusing .. my skirts weren't long enough, I didn't cover my hair.  They wouldn’t let me be there in the only way I know how to try to ease some of that pain
live

intercut with her working at hospital

SCHADCHAN:  ARRANGED MARRIAGES AND COMMUNAL SURVIVAL

Live sound of wedding
wedding scenes

Heilman: In America, the relationship between love and marriage is such that you’re first supposed to fall in love with someone.  Then you get married.  For Hasidim, it’s very different.  First of all, all of their marriages are arranged.  It’s not only because that’s different from America, but because love is after all a very disruptive element, romantic love can be very disruptive.  You can fall in love with anybody, God forbid, it’s the wrong person.
live and young Hasidic men

Chips Gold:  The most important mitzvah we have is to get married and to have children and basically this is my single boys and these are my single girls and note there are more boys than girls, despite what people think.. Right after the date the next morning, sometime even that night, I’ll call “Are you home yet?  Call me as soon as you get in.”  How was it?  What do you mean terrible?  What do you mean she’s not pretty?  She’s gorgeous!  And I don’t exactly lead them to the ceremony but I basically feel that if they are the right age and the right environment that they grew up similar and they have the same ideals it could be what we call a shidduch.
Chips Gold, the matchmaker, sitting with her cards of single boys and girls she tries to pair up

Mrs. Sarah Horowitz: The children rely on the parents mainly for a shiduch. The main person that’s in such a shiduch is the matchmaker.  They call you up, they have a boy or a girl.  In my case I had the son.
live

Ben Zion Horowitz I was looking only for money, money, money 'cause I wanted to sit and learn further and without money I knew that you can't sit and learn and if I have to work I won't be able to continue this type of life that I wanted.  But my mother wasn't looking for money.  My mother was looking for a nice girl -good hearted.  I didn't care about a girl. like, ya know what'd I know about a girl.  I thought I'm going to put her through, you know, I'll sit and learn a whole year and she'll just give me supper.
live

Mrs.  Horowitz: My son was a young child, this was his first date, he never spoke to a girl.
live

Ben Zion Horowitz: I I couldn't even look.....look to her straight because as a Hasidic ... buchar which means teenager I sat and learned, ya know, I never saw a girl, (laughs) except maybe my sister. .
live

Meyer Horowitz.  in Yiddish, So the Rebbe heard the entire story and he agreed we should go ahead with the engagement.  Certainly, I was very pleased to become part of such a distinguished rabbinical family, a rabbinical family of great Torah scholars.
live

Ben Zion Horowitz: The next morning I went into uh into the Yeshiva and I sat back into my gomorah (Talmud) and I forgot about it. (laughs)  I left it up to my mother. She should take care of the wedding.   My father’ll take care of the clothing. I’m sitting and learning.
scenes of Talmud study in a Hasidic yeshiva

Meyer Horowitz, in Yiddish: Thank God it was a very nice wedding and thank God four beautiful children were born so far.
live

Bobov Rebbe to bride in Hebrew Our Sister, may you become the mother of a great multitude.  Mazal Tov, Mazel Tov, Mazel Tov.
Wedding footage at which Rebbe blesses the bride



Heilman: A non-Hasidic parent has to tell the facts of life to his children or her children.  Hasidim don’t have to worry about that.  There’s somebody set aside who does that job. Right before the marital night, the young man is brought in and the very thing that he has never been allowed to talk about he’s suddenly talking about.  And he’s talking about it with a man who has a beard who is obviously a pious Jew.  And the man begins by saying “I’m going to tell you something that you’ve never talked about before. but don’t worry, you’re going to be all right.  First thing is, what I’m going to tell you, Abraham, our father did it.  Isaac did it.  Jacob did it.  Your father did it.  Even the Rebbe did it.
live

live sound of wedding
Wedding cont.

Schiller: Today every Hasidic family is having 10, 12, 13, 14 kids, so you are having the largest size Hasidic families of, of all times, which creates a tremendous economic problem for the community.
live

THE AMERICANIZATION OF HASIDIM




COMPROMISING WITH AMERICA WHEN LEAVE ENCLAVES TO WORK




MOST HASIDIM PREFER TO EARN THEIR LIVING WITHIN THEIR ENCLAVES.  HOWEVER,  ECONOMIC NECESSITY COMPELS MANY TO VENTURE OUTSIDE INTO MANHATTAN.  THIS HAS ALLOWED AMERICAN CULTURE TO SEEP IN.  AS A RESULT, THEY ARE NO LONGER LIKE PRE-WAR HASIDIM.  THEY HAVE BECOME AMERICAN HASIDIM.
Montage Hasidim in Manhattan

DESPITE THEIR EFFORTS TO LIVE APART IN AMERICA THEY HAVE BECOME AMERICAN HASIDIM
Hassid walks in mid-Manhattan talking on cell phone

Heilman  I had an occasion to go to one of the electronic stores in midtown Manhattan that was really run by Hasidim...But then I looked and I thought there’s something wrong with this picture. There was a Satmar Hasid, standing behind the counter and he’s talking to a customer, who is a woman wearing a very immodest dress, her head uncovered, the kind of woman he would never talk to face to face within his world and he’s talking to her.  And he says at the end “Will that be cash or charge?”  She answers the question.  He fills out the slip, he hands it to her and says ‘Take it to the cashier to pay, have a nice day.’
scenes at Hasidic electronics store

I said to myself ‘have a nice day?’ This quintessential American expression.  How could he say ‘Have a nice day’?  This quintessential American expression.   How could he say, “Have a nice day”?. That is already being swallowed up by America and I realized that a Hasid, every time he goes to work and says “Have a nice day” to a woman who is immodestly dressed, he is in a way undermining that enclave culture, that culture war, in which he is engaged in when he goes back home to Williamsburg.
live

Nuta Kaufman in Yiddish:  You’re asking me to appear on television.  A story is told about the previous Vishnitzer Rebbe, of blessed memory.   Someone wanted to take the Rebbe’s  picture.  But the Rebbe didn’t permit it.  So the man says “Rebbe, I’m unemployed.  If I have a nice picture of you, I can sell it and make a living from it.  The Rebbe says “Oh. A Jew is trying to make a living.”  So he poses and says: “If a Jew can make a living with my picture, go ahead”.  So though I never look at television and strongly disapprove of it and I will never see the movie you are making but if Jew is trying to make a living.. Okay, go ahead.  .. Be well and best wishes.  Have a joyous Purim.!
Fish store scenes

Hasidic version of “New York, New York”
scenes of Hasidim going to work  in Manhattan

Ben Zion Horowitz: My father in law went bankrupt so I became a teacher, but somehow I just didn't like this job so I went into the Bobover Rebbe and I spoke to him.  So the Bobover Rebbe told me, he said these words: "The world is big, go out and...look, look for a business, a job, and do it with your whole heart and you'll be successful."   I think I was in the doctor's office or something.  There was an NYU Bulletin, and I saw that fat bulletin has thousands of jobs.  Thousands.  So somehow, I always loved antiques and I saw the appraisal courses.  I jumped to it: 

My first two years were very very difficult because  ..I was called to jobs, lets say to Annibal Staten Island, places where I never heard of and not Jewish.
Ben Zion 

Driving to work and live

Ben Zion Horowitz   The whole week its very difficult to be - to feel like a hasid,  I’m so involved in business...The only time that I really feel like a Husid is Shabbos.
Ben Zion Horowitz photographing and appraising old manuscripts

Usually Friday I don't go to work already, I start preparing for the Shabbos.  My girls come home from school, 12 - 12 o’clock by day and we go out shopping. Shabbos is here are, you feel, feel a, a spec-special happiness is coming.
Hasidim preparing for Sabbath

FINDING THAT GOD CAN BE SERVED WITH AMERICA’S FREEDOM

BEFORE THE HASIDIM CAME TO AMERICA, THEY COULD SEE NO WAY OF SERVING GOD IN THIS TREFINA MEDINA, IN THIS IMPURE LAND.
Hasidim watching Marathon going through streets of Williamsburg

ONCE HERE, HASIDIM RESISTED BECOMING ASSIMILATED INTO THE CULTURE OF AMERICA.
more street scenes,

BUT AFTER 50 YEARS, THEY HAVE DISCOVERED IT IS INDEED POSSIBLE TO BE A HASID, EVEN IN AMERICA.
Hasidic kid wearing NY Mets jacket



Eliach: The people who were born overseas, especially the Holocaust survivors who came to America - Hasidic Holocaust survivors, have a great appreciation of America and they compare the American government to the governments of oppression who discriminated so much against Jews.


old man in talis crossing street:

Eliach: Those who were born here don’t know any other kind of experience and take it for granted Those who were born here don’t know any other kind of experience and take it for granted
Hasidic kids at street fair in bumper cars

Ester Gold: My children went to Yeshiva University and colleges and they were brought up not wearing the beards and the shtreimels and things like that.  And then when my oldest son got married he decided to wear the whole get up.  And I was not very happy about it because it reminded me of Poland.  It reminded me of my father when he walked down the street, how people were jeering, how people were throwing stones and they - and I as a child, a young girl of 8, 9 felt very hurt and sorry for my father.
Moishe Gold dressing in Hasidic garb for Shabbos



And I didn't even realize that when you're born in America you are free, you don't have that feeling of being afraid and he decided no that's what I want to be and that's how I wanna conduct my life inside and outside.
Gold family at Hasidic street fair

Moishe Gold: But as far as the dress, my father never wanted to go all the way in adopting it.  For some reason, he came to America and he didn’t have money, my father, so he took on this way of life that he has now.  More modern out-outlook but on the other hand, inside he’s really a Hasid at heart.  And he really sits here and enjoys seeing his einichluch (grandchildren), ya know, with long peyes (sidecurls) ‘cause really deep down he wants to be like that.  But he’s already outgrown it.  He he can’t go back to it, although I want to predict at this point that, God willing, in another 10 years he’ll grow a long white beard and he’ll put on a beckesha (Hasidic garb) and he’ll look just like all the rest of us.
live and Gold family Purim dance

FINDING GOD CAN BE SERVED EVEN WITH AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY

THE REBBE ASKED HIS HASIDIM: “WHERE IS THE DWELLING OF GOD? ”  “WHAT A THING TO ASK”, ONE OF THEM REPLIED.  “ISN’T THE WHOLE EARTH FILLED WITH HIS GLORY?”  THE REBBE ANSWERED: “GOD DWELLS WHEREVER MAN LETS HIM IN.”
Nature scenes

HASIDIM BELIEVE THAT GOD DWELLS IN ALL THAT EXISTS. THEREFORE, EVERYTHING CAN BE USED TO SERVE HIM.  THEY DISCOVERED THAT EVEN AMERICAN MEDIA, WHICH THEY EXCLUDE FROM THEIR HOMES, CAN BE USED FOR A HIGHER SPIRITUAL PURPOSE.  LUBAVITCH, THE HASIDIC GROUP MOST OPEN TO INNOVATION, HAVE EVEN FOUND WAYS OF USING TELEVISION TO ATTRACT MORE JEWS TO RELIGIOUS LIFE.
Beryl Lazar going to 770

Beryl Lazar:  The Rebbe said anything that was created in the world should be used to bring out the message.  Let it be television, let it be radio, it  be a newspaper.
Lubavitch hasidim praying and then Lazar going to Lubavitch TV studio

L: The you should tell her we want first a wide shot from camera number ...

P: Exactly, but I don’t want to tell her that every time.

L: Right.

P: I want to set that up now...  Does she speak English?

L: Good English.
Lazar talking to Hasidic TV producer

B. Lazar:  We’re gonna have a live link between five major capitols in the world, each one lighting its own Hanukkah menorah and by this uniting Jews from all over the world in one big Hanukkah celebration...
Lazar talking on phone with daughter on his lap

B. Lazar:  Of course all these details who we weren’t taught about in yeshiva - satellites and transporters and all these kind of new modern technology...
Lazar setting up for broadcast on streets of Moscow

B. Lazar:  The Red Square and the Kremlin were known to be the place where all the anti-religion and anti-God thoughts came from. People were used to not telling even their neighbors they were Jewish and crossing off of their documents the word Ivrayee which means Jewish.
POV from car window driving through Red Square

B. Lazar: By lighting a menorah in the streets we are proclaiming: Look!  You have to proud and happy to be a Jew and you can rejoice being a Jew even in the streets.
From Kremlin to Lazar

B. Lazar:  We’re trying to get the Russian army band to play some Jewish songs for us
Lazar on street explaining what he is doing

live sound
putting together big menorah, setting up for broadcast 

Lazar inside TV truck

live sound
crowd coming to celbrate Hanukah candle lighting being broadcast, dancing, etc.

Blessed are Thou, O Lord, Our God, King of the Universe who has sanctified us through His commandments and has commanded us to kindle the Hanukkah lights
Huge Hanukah menorah is lit with prayer

live music and dancing
Jewish songs being played by Russian army band

B. Lazar:  I just spoke to New York, they said they got everything, beautiful pictures and everything was perfect.
live

live
Crowd dancing as snow falls.  After it is overLazar looks pleased.

EPILOGUE

Hertzberg:  The Hasidim gain something in this world.  Their values are secure, their role models are secure, the Rebbe - the living Rebbe is their role model.  Their community is secure.  Their extended family exists for them.  All of the things which are now questionable in America - we’re all looking for role models, for values, for meaning, that’s the great word in America.  All of this exists for the Hasidim.  In return for this they live a life within very strict boundaries and  they do not participate in the great American race for success.  But at this moment the great American race for success seems to be a race that not many people, or certainly not most people can win.
live

Schiller: I'll very often say to my students that although they may find it hard to believe that would I be given the choice of being the coolest athlete on the, in the most popular co-ed school on the yeshiva circuit, on the one hand, and being able to spend a Shabbos in Sqver together with the Rebbe in a serious Hasidic atmosphere I would take the latter and I think that's hard for them to understand because their spiritual antenna have been cut by modernity, so basically I'm trying to repair that antenna apparatus so that they can feel what it means and understand what it means to live a life of meaning.
live

intercut with Schiller and his students on hockey team

Pearl:  While I could have had a wonderful lifestyle I needed to be doing something a bit more out there.  And maybe even out there in this world.  I mean, I'm a writer and , I'm now at school and studying European studies.  I like to travel back and forth to Europe, um, I like that freedom.  Um, I like the ability to talk to both men and women without having that be a problem.
Pearl in Park 

Pan Pearl’s books

Pearl I go back to Borough Park regularly.  I have a relationship with my family. I don’t have a hard time going to Boro Park.  I have a hard time bringing the whole self there.  It doesn't make sense, which is why I left it in the first place... What I realize I'm missing is this sense of enlightenment.  The sense of definitive, “I know what I'm doing spiritually and I'm correct”. I don't know if I need to look for that elsewhere, I don't know if I need to look for that, period.  But I, it is something that I see in people.  The way that they walk, the way that they talk, the way that they have this community.  And I do miss that.  I miss that sense of community.  I miss that security that people have in each other.
Pearl in Boro Park

Nuta Kaufman in Yiddish:   I’ll tell you the truth...One who isn’t a Jew thinks being Jewish is hard.  They say “It’s hard to be a Jew.”  I say just the opposite:  Its hard to be a Gentile.  for example, tonight we’ll have a nice toast, sing and be happy...Which Gentile has such happiness in their lives? Impossible.   A Jew like myself sitting at my Sabbath table surrounded by all my children, I don’t believe the greatest president has the spiritual joy I have!
Fish store live

Mayer Horowitz In Yiddish:   Come.  Let’s dance...

“And from the lights which survived a great miracle occurred”
Meyer Horowitz dancing with his grandchildren:

Ben Zion Horowitz: To my father every grandchild that’s born its like a stuch (a blow) to the Germans...We get together once a year, the whole family, that was Hanukkah.  I mean you have to come with earplugs because there’s so much babies crying, its like so much noise, but for my father its the biggest pleasure, its just to see 72 grandchildren and all of them have the names of his family;  mother, father, grandfather.. We all gave the name.  It’s like seeing his family again.


live

live, communal singing
Bobov Rebbe dances for the bride and then invites the groom to join him, the entire community sings and claps

singing and dancing continues
Rebbe dancing is identified as:

Rabbi Shlomoh Halberstam of Bobov.

The last Rebbe to rebuild his Pre-Holocaust community in America. 

Closing credits roll over the scene.
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