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Interview being conducted on May 20, 1996 with Judge Seitz.

Int: I just need to have you state your full name.

JS: Collins Jacque Seitz

Int: Where were you born?

JS: Wilmington, Delaware, 1914.

Int: Can you tell me a little bit about your family.  Were they long time
Delaware residents?

JS: Yes.  My mother and father were both born in Delaware and my
grandparents were born in Delaware.  My grandfather Seitz was born
in Alsace in France and came over here about 1860 or 1870, and he
worked all his life at the duPont company.  My father worked nearly
all his life for the duPont company.  My mother, she didn't work
except she had seven children.  My sister is the only living now of the
family.  I have four children; a girl and three boys.  Three of them
are lawyers, one in Nashville, Tennessee; one in Washington, DC;
and one here in Wilmington.  The other is a maverick and living in
the West, selling sporting goods or something.  He didn't much care
for college.  I remember he told my mother and me that he only
went to the University of Delaware to please us.

Int: How much formal education did your parents have?

JS: My mother had nothing beyond the 8th grade.  My father had high
school.  He was a construction engineer for duPont.  He went all the
country building power plants.  He died very young, at 53.  He died
of pneumonia.  That was before penicillin.

Int: What about your mother's side of the family?
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JS: They came from right here in New Castle county.  They lived here all
their lives.  So many people died young that I didn't know two of my
grandparents at all.  My grandfather on my mother's side was a
newspaper reporter.  My father was only 53 when he died but he
had gotten already several patents for the duPont.  He went on to
school after he completed high school in construction work.  My
father died just at the start of the Depression and I was in the 7th or
8th grade, so it was really tough going.  We all did what kids did to
make a living in those days.  There was no Social Security or
anything like that to depend on.  My mother, she spent her life
raising her children, and dominating them.

Int: She never remarried?

JS: No, she didn't.  We used to tell a joke, we had a reunion one time at
home, and at the table with my oldest [brother], who was a chemical
engineer, and the next one he ended up as a general, he was a
graduate of West Point, and my next brother was the only one who
went in business.  My mother won "Mother of the Year" award one
year and Hale Boggs was governor then and he was listing all of us
and my sister and said now everyone of them is in the public payroll
except one.  We were all working for government agencies.  We got a
laugh out of that.  My next oldest brother, he was the assistant
superintendent of Delaware State Police, and then I came along, and
then my sister came along about five years later.  She has a doctor is
psychology from Temple University and was a state psychologist for
her whole life.  So, you can see we were all on the public payroll
except one brother who had a business.

Int: During the Depression were you old enough to work for the CCC or
anything like that?

JS: No.  We had a newspaper distribution business, my brother and I. 
You won't believe it but we made enough money almost to support
the family.  I always hated it because you had to take up collections
on Saturdays and all the other guys were playing games and I had to
collect for the newspapers.  My brothers all played the violin
whenever I mentioned this, you know pitying myself.  There are a lot
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of Seitz around here now.  My brother had five children and one of
them is a lawyer here in town.  My mother was without education, so
you can see from where everybody went that we got the education. 
My brother went to West Point at 17 and I don't think I saw him
twice until he finished there.

Int: With your father passing away at the beginning of the depression,
how did you all manage to go to college during those years?

JS: My two oldest brothers were finished.  The one finished West Point
in 1929, and the other Delaware in 1926, so they were both out of
state so it was up to the other ones to take care of my mother and
ourselves.  I have a receipt, a check for $200 when I entered the
University of Delaware my brother gave me.  They had no real tuition
in those days; I don't know what it is now.  It was nothing.  It was a
cow college.  It as very small.  I think our graduating class was under
100.  It was very small.  The women's and men's colleges were
separated in those days.  When I finished the University of Delaware
I wrote Mrs. duPont here in town and asked her, her husband had
created a scholarship for Virginia Law School, and I wrote and asked
if I could get one and with her influence of course, her husband left
$6 million to the university and they decided to admit me and that is
where I went, to the Virginia Law School.

Int: Did it help because your father had worked for duPont.

JS: He had been dead then for ten years or more.  She interviewed me
and wrote the dean a letter and said can you take him in.  I didn't
know her at all.  I didn't know a Delaware lawyer.  I can remember
when I had to have a sponsor when I finished law school, I didn't
know any lawyers to be my sponsor so I looked through the Yellow
Pages and found a lawyer and wrote him a letter.

Int: What made you want to go to law school?

JS: I don't know why, I know I remember hearing Clarence Darrow, he
came here and spoke at the Play House, and that really impressed
me.  Even in high school I knew I wanted to be a lawyer.  No one in
the family had ever studied law.  There is a lot of luck in life and a
lot of help from other people along the way.
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Int: When you heard Clarence Darrow speak, was he just on a speaking
tour?

JS: No, he was debating with Clarence Wilson, a minister, on the 18th
Amendment.  You remember that.  Repeal the 18th Amendment. 
They had a debate.  I don't know how I got the money to get in,
frankly.  I must have read about him and that great trial in Chicago,
Leopold and Lobe.  He defended several prominent cases.  He
looked like an unmade bed.  He did.  He was unbelievable.  Baggy
pants, hands in his pockets.  Very sarcastic, as I was when I was
young.  I found out in a few years that you really didn't make many
friends to be sarcastic all the time, so I changed my attitude.

Int: I want to ask you a little bit about your public school experience in
Wilmington?

JS: I went to Catholic school my first eight years, St. Ann's here in
Wilmington, where all the family went.  That was co-ed.  They were
very small classes.  My brothers left there and went on to
_____________ high school, at least the first two.  That was run by
the ____________ St. Francis __________ and they both graduated
from __________, a big school in Wilmington.  The other two went to
Delaware and West Point.  It was a different world in those days. 
I've done a lot of teaching myself.  I taught at several law schools
over the years.  It was a lot of fun.  I think that's what I would have
done if I hadn't gone into private practice.  I've never been
disappointed in what I've done.  I've had good times and bad like
everyone else.  Timing is everything.  When I was appointed to the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals by President Johnson, both Delaware
senators were Republicans, so normally senators dictate the
appointments, but this was one when they were Republicans so they
didn't have control and the governor was the one who recommended
me, Albert Carvell.  He appointed me both times I was chancellor. 
President Johnson was a very slimy guy if you know anything about
him.  He tried to trade off my appointment for another one to please
the Republicans by giving them this appointment,  I could tell you so
many stories, you wouldn't believe it.  One that was written up in the
Wall Street Journal, he was going to trade my appointment off for
another one in California, a Democrat in California, and appoint a
Republican here someone to placate them on some deal.  I've
forgotten the name of President Johnson's assistant, Jenkins or
something like that, from Texas.  My old law firm partner was
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Democratic National Committee member at the time and of course
he was backing me for the appointment and I told him one night
that I heard there was going to be a trade off.  I remember we were
at a party together and he left the party and came back in about an
hour and he said, I've talked to Jenkins, they were good friends, and
he said, it's going to be all right.  Come to find out what had
happened, he said he had switched the papers on the president's
desk.  That's how I got here.

I remember being in New Castle and a senator from down state came
up, and he was a Democrat, and he said, I want you to know that
despite what people are saying, I didn't oppose you because you
were Catholic, I opposed you because of your racial views.  He later
was the clerk of the supreme court in Delaware when I was on the
supreme court of Delaware, and when I looked at him I thought of
that.  We are terribly parochial here, nothing compared to what it
used to be.  I was the first Catholic ever appointed to the state
bench, and that's what you call short history.

Int: Was Delaware predominantly Protestant?

JS: The Episcopal dominated.  They dominated every important position
in the state.

Int: Why did you switch from a Catholic school to a public school then?

JS: Catholic only went to the 8th grade, and there were no Catholic high
schools.

Int: Why didn't you go to Sally like your brother?

JS: One of my brothers had some trouble there, he got kicked out, and
so I wasn't about to go into that atmosphere.  He weighed 265 lbs,
played football, he was a tough guy.  He didn't get along with
____________.

Int: I'm surprised they didn't find a way to keep him in, because Sally
has always had good football teams.

JS: He went to Wilmington High School and played football for them.
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I think of my mother.  She went through all these traumas, she was
really loyal to her children.  I remember the day I was going to
Washington to be admitted to the Supreme Court of the United
States; it's just ceremonial.  I said, "Mother, nothing's going to
happen.  There are going to be a whole lot of people there, it will be
over in two minutes."  I said, "Don't bother going down there."  She
was very old then.  But, I looked out and there was my mother and
my sisters there.  They had made the trip, but just a matter of a
couple of minutes.

I never finished that story about sitting around the dinner table, it
was my mother and all my brothers and myself.  Two of my brothers
were colonels then, and I was chancellor; we all held fairly prominent
positions.  I thought to myself sitting there, she was dominating the
show and she would tell them not to interrupt her when she was
talking.  She had another trait, when she told a story she would go
into minute detail about any phase, on and on, and you can imagine
boys in their twenties and thirties sitting there, and when it is going
to end.  She would say, "Don't interrupt me."  We lived in Garden
Heights; I was five years old when we moved there and we all lived
there.  That's where we got to know a lot of people when I used to
deliver newspapers.  I delivered 500 papers a night.  That was
brutal.

Int: Which newspaper did you deliver?

JS: Wilmington-Philadelphia Post, and we had magazines too.  You won't
believe this, but largely that's what kept our family through the
Depression years.  I started at the University of Delaware in 1933. 
That was Roosevelt's first term.  I worked at the Board of Education
here in Wilmington after school, at the University of Delaware. 
National Youth Administration I think it was called, part-time jobs for
students.  I held that job for about three years.

Int: What did that job involve?

JS: I was stationed at the Board of Education in Wilmington and I was
the personal chauffeur of the woman who ran the whole program. 
You can imagine the ragging I took from the students about how I
got that job, but there was nothing untoward about it.  She was a
tough gal.  She ran the whole adult education program.  There is a
school named after her--Burnett school.  I got $20 a month.
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Int: You drove her around the city?

JS: I drove her all over the state.  She was in charge of the adult
education for the whole state.  We would go down in Sussex county
with experts and deliver lectures to the farmer about how to raise
their crops, how to raise chickens.  I sat in the back of the room and
listened to the whole program.  That was always in the evenings. 
But she was nice to me.

Int: Adult education, what did that include?

JS: It included the whole Americanization program, to become citizens;
that whole program.  They had a whole building out here.  She was
in charge of that; all the adult education.  She had a whole bunch
of people under her.  But they all said she had a special liking for
me, that's why she picked me.  That was a soft job, all I did was
drive her around the state to these programs.  There was a whole
bunch of us from the University of Delaware in this program.  I
worked two years at the state prison at night as part of this program.
 People always say, what did you teach.  I say, don't ask that
question.  Everyone I had in my class was serving a life sentence for
murder, everyone of them.  Most of them couldn't write at all.  So, I
would entertain them for two hours, two nights a week.  We got
along famously.  I let them talk about their problems as much as
anything else.

Int: I bet that was interesting?

JS: It was.  They would come up after class.  I got locked in one night. 
The guard didn't see that I was still talking to a prisoner and locked
the doors, so I was locked in with some of them until he made the
next rounds.  I tell you, it was a very unpleasant experience.

Int: Was it just white prisoners?

JS: No, they had them all.  They didn't have segregated prisons.  They
only had one prison and I guess that's why.  Of course, a large
percentage were black.  We got along famously.  The thing that
amazed me most is that in later years I would meet one of these
persons who had been paroled or pardoned on the street.  Somehow
you expect them to be different.  People in prison ought to look
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different than people out on the street.  They didn't look any
different.

Int: In the adult education classes, were any of those for blacks?

JS: No, they had special people doing all the adult education work.  This
was night work. 

Once a gal came to see me, she told me her father was in prison and
she wanted to know if I could do anything about it.  I knew her.  He
was in there for alcoholism.  In those days that was the only place
they had to put them, so they put them out there.  So, I spoke to
the warden about it.  He said, you know, he is our best plasterer,
this guy, and we are doing construction work and he said, Collins, I
promise you once we finish this job, we will give him a break.  This
was when I was a student at the university, teaching out there.  They
were very friendly with me.  I didn't tell these stories when I was
young.  I did have a fairly good practical background for being a
judge in many ways.

Int: What did you study, what was your major?

JS: They had a course called prelaw, a certain number of courses were
required.  They were typical ones you would expect.  History.  I loved
logic, that was my favorite course.  English, philosophy.  Nearly all
the students were from Delaware and most of them were from the
Wilmington area here, so I finished going to high school and went to
the University of Delaware and it was just like a removal of my high
school class down to Newark.  It was not very broadening in that
sense.  You can't compare it with the way it is today.

Int: Why did you choose the University of Virginia?

JS: I got a scholarship.  It's very simple.  They gave me an honorary
degree later on, which is very flattering to me.  I just got the Thomas
Jefferson award from the University.  I lectured in the law school over
the years a good bit.  I had two of my classmates there on the faculty
for several years so I had a lot of contacts there.

Int: Do you remember when you finished law school, what was your goal
as a lawyer?
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JS: I finished in 1940.  My goal was to get a job.  As I told you, I had no
contacts at all.  I worked the summer of my second year in law
school, I worked for this fellow, he was a cheapskate, but he did
offer me a little money and I started with him.  In three years I
moved to _____________, which is now Potter, Anderson.  I was with
them about three years.  Then I was appointed vice chancellor.  I
thought I was going to be there about three years because the term
of the chancellor had three more years to run and he made the
appointment at that time, not the governor.  I wouldn't have been
appointed dog catcher by the governor.  He was a militant
Republican, he never would have appointed a Democrat.  So, that's
the only way I got on the bench.

(tape turned)

JS: You see all these takeovers.  They are nearly all here in Delaware. 
There is a big one going on right now involving, what's the name of
the fellow who owns the Atlanta Braves, Turner?  They are in a fight
with some other corporation.  Merger?  They are having a big fight
about that now.

The court has grown by leaps and bounds.  We only had two judges.
 The chancellor and I, he lived in Dover.  So I did about 90% of the
work.  I think they have five judges now.

Int: Would you mind explaining again why the school desegregation cases
were in your court?

JS: Why they were in the Delaware court?

Int: Yes, in the chancery court.

JS: The chancery court has sole jurisdiction to grant an injunction to
begin with.  Have you had any law?

Int: No.

JS: Then you don't understand it.  Historically, there was a law system
and an equity or chancery system, and this is going back to England.
 When the states broke up Delaware chose the same court system,
law the superior court and chancery for equity matters.  The law
courts could not grant injunction and as you can tell a great many
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disputes really call for an injunction, and that's what happened
there.  What happened in the University of Delaware case, they
asked me to enjoin the trustees from considering race in passing on
admission, and that's what I did, and that was an injunction, which
is still on the books as far as I know.  The same thing with the
elementary school system.  They wanted to enjoin.  First they started
out wanting to enjoin, the requirement that blacks go to separate
schools because of their inadequacies; separate but not equal
doctrine.  They had all kinds of testimony about that.  That was
easy, actually.  They didn't even appeal my decision in the University
of Delaware case.  We took a trip to both places, I remember, the
lawyers and I looked them over.  I also went to Hockessin and
Claymont, just to get a feel for it.  The disparity at Delaware state
was gross.  All you needed to do was walk it.  I remember thinking,
this is a library.  Books piled on the floor.  Rather than give in, the
legislature appropriated a lot more money for Delaware State College.
 They have a lot of very nice buildings there now because they
thought that would keep the school going and not have any pressure
to send them to the white university.  The irony of it is, as I
understand it now, there are a great many ___________ at Delaware
State College, I don't know how many, but there are, and they got a
lot more attention from the legislature, for the wrong reason, but
helpful to Delaware State.  They had some fine people there.  Do you
know ___________ at all, he was our ambassador to Denmark.  He
was an All American football player at some university in New York. 
Cornell.  He was president of the university for several years.  I
remember his wife, she was a dear.  I think they tried to get him for
his prestige, and he did, he did a lot for them.  He got some people
with advanced degrees to teach there.

My evaluation of it was it was an inadequate high school.

Int: You mean Howard High School?

JS: The Delaware State was an inadequate high school.  One of the
things about the desegregation dispute that I found difficult to
handle in thinking about the whole people, people were gung ho
that they had to go to the University of Delaware, but a lot of the
students they couldn't even get in the door based on their
background.  They had inadequate public schools for blacks in
Delaware.  That's why I've always been for longer school days, never
had much luck because the white teachers don't want it either.  I
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think it might solve a lot of problems with what to do with your time
when you are that age.  They are having a lot of trouble now here in
Delaware, and I don't know what the answer is.  I guess it is country
wide, the discipline problem.  In Philadelphia, the public schools, a
fellow was telling me the other day, the absentee rate is about 40%.
 Isn't it incredible, and they are crying for more money, to. 

Int: When you toured the high schools, Howard and Claymont, do you
remember anything about those two schools?

JS: Claymont was a typical public high school I would say.  I didn't
notice anything particularly negative about the physical set up there
for example.  Of course, I was only there one day so I don't know
about the discipline or things like that.  I knew several people who
had gone there.  I heard nothing particularly negative about it. 
Whether it was high class or average or what.  I didn't know much
about the faculty.  Was Mr. Stall the head of it in those days?

Int: Yes.

JS: He was there forever.  He was a great guy.  I knew him.  I didn't
have any reason to be negative.  As a matter of fact over the years as
everything has faded away, I can't even remember what I thought
about the school here in time, Howard.  I think they complained of
lack of equipment and facilities.  It is in the opinion.

Int: I think in the opinion you pretty much stated that Howard was
similar to Claymont in most respects, but the kids also to take
vocational courses had to walk over to Carver.  I think Carver you
found was kind of like Delaware State.

JS: It was.  Wasn't it a bussing problem in Claymont?

Int: Yes, they took the city bus.

JS: I've been to Howard many times.  I played basketball there.  We had
a church league in the days I played, so all the churches had
basketball teams.  Of course, they had provided me with a lot of
material.  Most of it was curriculum as I recall. 
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Int: The fact that they had to walk over to Carver to take vocational
courses I think was a prime think you mentioned in the decision
along with the bussing.

JS: The Supreme Court of Delaware didn't agree with me on some of the
issues, I remember.

Int: But enough of them to uphold it?

JS: It was hard to be patient when you see it, but like every other school,
the graduates did well.  I don't know.

Int: When you were growing up in Wilmington, how aware were you of
segregated schools and the blacks?

JS: Zero.  I didn't live in the city to begin with.  I went to a Catholic
school and there were[n=t] very blacks who were Catholics, very, very
few.  I heard my father tell a story once and it has always stuck with
me.  He asked this black fellow, he said, "are you a Catholic?"  He
claims it's a true story.  He was supposed to have said, "No, it was
bad enough to be black."  There was a lot of truth in this story
whether it happened or not.  I never went to school with a black,
anywhere.  So, it wasn't in the forefront of my mind at all.  All white
high schools, so was the university, Virginia Law School.  So, it
wasn't one of those problems I had occasion to think about a whole
lot. 
I only practiced law about six years.  I was always for the underdog,
you might have guessed, volunteering to represent people being
kicked out of their homes and things like that.

Int: Did you ever have political aspirations?

JS: Yes, I was Secretary to the Democratic County Committee.  I wrote
the platform one year for the state, wrote it all myself.  That was
1994, I think.  The Democrats are a troublesome bunch.  I'm from a
furiously Democratic family.  Especially my mother.  She was
unbelievable.  We used to say, "Mom, if you had to choose between
Franklin Roosevelt and the Lord, which one would you choose?"  She
would say, "It's close."  She loved Franklin Roosevelt.  As the years go
by you can put the Republicans and Democrats in the same bag and
shake them up and except for some things, they are pretty much the
same.  The same number of crooks, same number of idealists.  I
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divided up all the appointments I was in chancery equally between
the two parties.  When I practiced law, the older lawyers got a lot of
favorable attention from a lot of the judges.  For example, if you were
standing up to argue, some of the judges would let the older lawyers
interrupt you and so forth all the time.  I said if I ever get to be a
judge that's going to be changed.  That's what started on day one. 
That's why I'm idolized by the younger lawyers here.  I would tell the
older lawyers, you'll get your turn, don't interrupt.  That's what you
had to do.  My secretary was very smart and I would tell her to look
out for lawyers who needed some money that she heard about, and I
would appoint them.  They could pick up $500 or so for doing
something.  I remember a lot of lawyers didn't have an office of their
own.  They hung out in the law library and then they would get the
phone in the law library.  So, we would try to give them a few bucks
on the side.  Not everybody does well practicing law.  It was a
pleasure to help people out here in Delaware.  In those days there
weren't that many practicing law here.  It was a rather small bar and
everybody pretty much knew everybody else, except when they were
in a big firm or the older lawyers.

Int: Do you remember, was there a separate bar for black lawyers or were
there any?

JS: There was only one black lawyer.  I was reading that somewhere
recently.  Louis Redding was the first one.  There was no black
lawyer took the bar the year I took the bar in 1940, not one.  He had
trouble getting admitted, but he ended up with one of the most
prominent law firms, a partner.  He had the clout to do it.  He had a
falling out or something and he left.  Louis Redding, he never spoke
to me.  He would walk right by me on the street, never speak.

Int: He had to know who you were?

JS: I wasn't the only one he walked by.  I guess it was understandable
all he went through, all the indignities.  I remember very well when
the University of Delaware case was being tried and he was trying it,
this fellow who was a senior partner in Richmond, Clayton and
Finger, and one of the most prominent people in the state, power in
the Republican party, I always remember, he wore spats.  He came
to that trial every day and he sat on the front bench, in the spectator
section.  He would always cross his legs and fix the crease in his
pants.  He was out of a different era.  He came every day and just
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sat and listened to that testimony, and I met him one day at lunch
at the Wilmington Club, and it was during the trial, and he said, I've
got to tell you something, he said, Mr. Redding went by me day after
day and never looked at me and never said a word to me or anything,
and I finally decided one day I'm going to make him speak to me.  It
seemed strange to me a man of his stature that he would do that. 
What I did today when you called a recess in the trial, I got up and
stood in a position where he would either have to push me over or
say something to me as he was leaving the courtroom.  I spoke to
him and he had to speak to me.  He said, hello, and went by.

Leon Higgenbothem is trying to get me to write my memoirs, and I
said a lot of things I wouldn't want to come out now.  So, I don't say
them in public.  They won't be too bad if they are out in the
Midwest.

Anything else about the trials you would like to know?
Int: Do you have any idea how Claymont came to be selected as the

vehicle to try to desegregate the public schools.

JS: I do not know.  I have no idea.

Int: Did you sort of keep any eye on how  things went at Claymont after
desegregation started in 1952?

JS: No, on to the next case.  Claymont was relatively unimportant except
as a comparison to Howard.  I never heard anybody say anything
negative about Claymont.  Did you go there to school?

Int: I did, I graduated in 1955, so I was there when the black children
came.

JS: They added to the school later didn't they?

Int: Yes, they did, but at the time when the black children came to the
school it was the same building for kindergarten through 12th grade,
so everybody knew everybody.  It was that type of atmosphere.

JS: The blacks that were up there, that little place ..

Int: Hickman Road.

JS: Yes, how many were there?
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Int: Twenty some houses there, and the houses were all owned by Worth
Steel, it was company housing, and all the families lived up there
except for the Andersons, they weren't one of the original plaintiffs
but Merle Anderson came to school the first day, but they lived over
by Arden, but otherwise they were all up there on Hickman Road.

JS: How did it go after by order?

Int: Extremely well, as verified by the interviews that we have done over
the last couple of days.  This is one man's opinion obviously, but I
think it substantiated at least to some degree what the black people
said for the students.  We didn't realize that it was as big a deal as it
was.  For us as the white students we were told that the black
students would be coming to Claymont this year, being September
1952, and it was kind of like, well, what else is new.  For the black
students it was obviously a little more different and their parents and
Mrs. Dison the teacher gave them a lot of admonitions about how to
behave and so forth when they came over there, but I think most all
of them said that they felt the reception was pretty good.  I think
one thing that stands out in the acceptance level is that in the fall of
1953 one of the black girls was elected captain of the basketball
team.

JS: You didn't have any instances like they had down state.

Int: I think one reason was Mr. Stall kept things out of the papers and so
as far as I know there was nothing ever said in the papers.

JS: He's dead isn't he?

Int: Yes, but we did talk to his widow.

JS: He was something I'll tell you.  Gave the appearance of great
sincerity, too.  He used to do a lot of speaking.  I knew him mostly
from the Lions Club.  He spoke at our Lions Club.  I was president of
our Lions Club.

One of the things that I really miss in going from the state court to
the federal, used to know everyone and enjoyed being a state judge.
 I must have given a couple of hundred speeches.  When I went to
federal court, we are not oriented toward Delaware, most of our cases
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are from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and I miss not seeing the
Delaware lawyers.  There are very few appeals from Delaware.  This
started in the federal court didn't it.

Int: No, it started with you.  They were debating whether to file within
federal court.

JS: One started in federal court because I known the judge said it ought
to be in the state court, Judge Lay I think.

Int: I haven't run across that anywhere on either one.

JS: I think it is in Kluger's book.

Int: I know Greenberg said that they wanted to do it in state court . . .

JS: One of them started in the federal court and was transferred.  I think
Kluger said that in his book.  It may have been Parker but I'm not
sure.

Int: I think it would have been Parker because the elementary school and
high school were both in the state court, Hockessin and Claymont
were both.

(new tape)

Int: What happened to Claymont was, at least as I understand it, was
that the state board wanted to disenroll the children and then he,
along with the faculty, to keep the kids in school in defiance of what
the state board was saying.  The state board then apparently came to
you and asked for a stay of execution which you denied and it then
went to the Supreme Court which denied it in October.  So, for
about a month Claymont was in defiance of the state board until
their attempt to get a stay was exhausted.

JS: The attorney general was to maintain the status quo with a promise
that they were going to bring the black schools up to the white
schools.  I think there is a sentence in my opinion that most people
have never realized what it was intentional about.  I remember I put
something in there, when you do that then you can reapply. 
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Everybody in the world could expect them to bring the black schools
up to the white schools.  It was a joke.  But I treated in tongue in
cheek in the same way.  I wasn't confident our Supreme Court would
not grant the stay, though.  They were a very conservative court.  As
a matter of fact, I thought they would grant the stay.  Have you read
the oral arguments in the Supreme Court.

Int: I've read some of them.

JS: Somebody sent me a copy.

Int: When you say you weren't confident that the state would deny the
stay. . .?

JS: I wasn't confident [in] the Supreme Court of Delaware.

Int: How about on the original decision, what did you think the Supreme
Court would do?

JS: Which one do you mean, the original?

Int: When you made the decision to desegregate?

JS: Are you talking about elementary and secondary schools?

Int: Yes.

JS: This was an application for a stay when I denied one in those cases.

Int: You mean the first time the Supreme Court upheld . . . ?

JS: I'm a little confused about [first] and second.

Int: You issued the decision in April and then the Supreme Court issued
their affirmance in August, and then we get into the second thing
which we were talking about before when in September the state
board asked for a stay of execution and order and the Supreme Court
denied that after you did.

JS: I don't remember the chronology.
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Int: Your comment here was in regard to when they confirmed it in
August.

JS: Yes, on the merits of the case, I thought they would grant a stay
while they decided the merits, because they had first asked me and I
had denied it, but I thought they would grant it.  It is not
uncommon to grant a stay in a case like that.  They had that
problem in The Milford case, I think.  They got a stay.

Int: What happened there was with all the demonstrations they ended up
disenrolling the children because they felt it was too dangerous after
the first week or so, and so it failed.

JS: That National Association for the Advancement of the White People.

Int: Bryant ________, a guy from Texas.

JS: I remember, he got in trouble himself.

Int: He did later on, that's right.  Some kind of shooting, I think.

JS: He was killed wasn't he.  In an automobile accident.  I know he
died.

Int: I can remember the newspapers, of course on that case.

JS: The reporters did a pretty good job on accuracy in that case.  They
don't always by any means  People said did you have any security.  I
never thought about security.  We have had security in __________
several times, but when we desegregated Gerard College, there was
more fuss about that than Delaware.  They were really hot about
that.

Int: That was a tougher decision.
JS: That involved sanctity of wills.  Is it males only now?

Int: I don't know, it used to be.

JS: We had them back on something else.

Anything else you would like to know?
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Int: How about when you made your decisions on the Belton and
_______ cases, did you get any flack outside the courtroom from
people?

JS: There was a lot of flack that I didn't hear.  Some of the things I put
in my opinion, that teacher there at Hockessin came to see me,
ranting and raving.  I thought it was a sad commentary.  I thought if
anybody would have been supportive it would have been the
academic community, but she was really ranting and raving.  She
said, I wouldn't have been teaching that course if I had known.  She
was a young person.  The blacks don't care enough about their
children to buy things for them and the white parents bought the
outdoor equipment.

Int: When you made the University, the _______ decision or the Belton
and _____ decisions, did you think about it in terms of this is going
to be the first state university to be desegregated  or Claymont would
be the first high school, Hockessin the first elementary school to be
desegregated.

JS: No, I really didn't give it that much thought.  I guess I passed that
stage.  I expected more trouble with [Hockessin] and Claymont than
I did with the university.  I think I said that in one of my speeches. 
There had been so many things were growing at about that time.  A
friend of mine went to St. Francis Hospital, a Catholic hospital, and
he was waiting on them to ask them to admit blacks to the nursing
school, and they ordered him out of the hospital.  It appalled him
that a Catholic school of all places, with what they teach, would act
that way.  She was just as bigoted as anybody else, the head of it.

I was the one that really got __________ desegregated.  I wrote the
principal a letter, that was before Parker.

Int: I didn't realize you were involved with desegregating Sally.

J.: Not in the court.  They had it on exhibition at __________ when he
died, they had all his papers.  That is totally confidential.  That has
never been made public.  I thought it was perfectly outrageous they
weren't taking blacks there and he agreed with me.  That was in
September.  He was a wonderful man. 
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Are you discouraged or not about the present situation in the
country, black, white, schools.

Int: Very discouraged.

J.: Very depressing.

tape shut off


