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INT:  Where was Aguinaldo?  Where was his background?  Where did he come from?



VIRATA:  Well, Aguinaldo was, ah, born in, ah, Cavite, Kawite, Cavite, and, ah, he was, ah, born to a, ah, family that, ah, had exercised leadership within the community.  And, ah, they had some farms.  So, ah -- and, ah, so he grew up, ah, within that, ah, atmosphere.  And Aguinaldo was seventh of, ah, ah ... no.  He was sixth of the seven children.  And, ah, he, ah, was not very keen in studying because, ah, during that time, ah, the, ah, Spaniards taught the alphabet in prayers and, ah, it was not very interesting in school.  So, ah, he was more interested in, ah, doing things in, ah, I think gardening, catching fish, things like that.  And, ah, although, ah, his parents were always saying that, ah, "You have to be learned.  You have to be like an illustrado," as they were called.  Ah, and, ah, he tried and, ah -- and, ah, he reached third year in high school in, ah, San Juan de la Tran, a school here in, ah -- in, ah, Manila.  Ah, but he did not finish.  He reach only, ah, third year in high school or secondary school and, ah, because of an epidemic, ah, he decided to, ah, quit and, ah, go home and, ah, from then on, ah, he started a small business of, ah, trading.  He has a boat that, ah, traded the produce of the community, ah, with other things that, ah, he bought from the other islands and bring back to community.



INT:  How did Spanish occupation affect him in a way that made him, you know, join the revolution?



VIRATA:  Well, ah, I think, ah, in the case of Aguinaldo, he has seen the difficulties, ah, in Cavite, in other places where he went.  And, ah, basically in Cavite the rich, ah, farming lands were owned by the friars.  So, ah, there was a system where, ah, they occupied all of the land and, ah, you have to pay rent or tribute, ah, in order to be allowed to farm.  And, ah, there were, of course, very many poor people and, ah, he could see that, ah, some of these people were driven away and they were considered to be, ah bandits and, of course, banished or killed by the Spaniards.  So I think it is this type of, ah, oppression and, ah, they do not see how Filipinos could progress under such a regime that, ah, drove them to become, ah, ah, revolutionaries, although, ah, you could say that, ah, Aguinaldo, ah, should not have been, ah, in the revolution early in the game because, ah, he became, ah, what was called cabeza de balangallo, or head of a borong (?) and at a young age, at age 17.  And, ah, I understand actually the, ah, mother had something to do with this appointment because, ah, she was afraid that he would be -- Aguinaldo would be conscripted to the Spanish army, ah, and, therefore, ah, sort of influenced probably the priest and, ah, the leaders there to appoint him to be the head of this, ah, barrio.  But because of his leadership qualities, he eventually became the, ah, also the town mayor, in effect.  And, ah, but when he became the town mayor, ah, immediately he joined the masonry, ah, and, ah, the masons, ah, were known for their liberty, equality, and fraternity.  Ah, and, ah, this was a movement in Europe that, ah, became quite popular in -- and many subscribed to the ideals of the fraternity.  And, ah, three months later he joined the (Unintell.), ah, under Bonifacio.  So, ah, ah ... I -- I think, ah, those are the reasons why Aguinaldo, ah, ah, had, ah, become a revolutionary himself.  



INT:  Why would, why would the, ah, leadership for the revolution, why would it come from the wealthier classes rather than the poor?  I mean, was it, you know, something about his education, um, that made him a revolutionary?



VIRATA:  Mm-hm.  Well, I would say, ah, there were, ah, two, ah, approaches, no.  In the case, I think, of, ah, Bonifacio, ah, he wanted to be associated with the, ah, masses.  Ah, and in ah, in the case of Aguinaldo and, ah, the way the Cavite revolutionaries were organized, they really, ah, encouraged the influential people in the community to join, because, ah, probably they thought that they needed, ah, resources.  They have, ah, influence over their tenants or their associates and, ah, probably, ah, it, ah -- they could see a, ah -- a faster growth or a bigger force ah, by, ah, getting the-- what they called the principalia, or the illustrados, to join the movement.  



INT:  Mm-hm.  (Inaudible) 



DIRECTIONAL 



INT:  So at what -- let's move ahead a little bit.  At what point were the Spanish in 1897, the summer of 1897, make a deal with Aguinaldo for the leadership of the revolution?  Were they feeling pressure from the revolution?  Were they being defeated in some way that made them come to a deal?  Why did they make a deal with Aguinaldo?



VIRATA:  Well, in December of 1897 there was this, ah, truce of Biaknabato.



DIRECTIONAL 



VIRATA:  In, ah, December of, ah, 1897, ah, there was this truce of Biaknabato.  Biaknabato is a place where, translated it's "pit stone", because there are big boulders in this place.  But, ah, prior to that, ah, when the revolution started in August of 1896, ah, the, ah, Spaniards really lost in the, ah, encounters and, ah, by October of 1896, Cavite was free, ah, except for the port of Cavite, ah, which was occupied by the Spanish navy.  And, ah, the Spaniards brought reinforcements, very young soldiers, starting, ah, late October, and they started the offensive, ah, in November, in February, March, until, ah, Cavite was taken over again by the Spanish forces.  So that by May, ah, Aguinaldo had to, ah, move out of Cavite into this Biaknabato in, ah, northern Manila.  Ah, and, ah, by that time, Aguinaldo realized that, ah, he could not fight or the revolutionary forces could not fight on a frontal basis with the Spanish forces with superior arms.  And, ah, therefore, he declared that, ah, we should adopt guerrilla warfare just like what the Cubans did, that, ah, they strike when, ah-- when they are at an advantage and so forth.  So it was this background of, ah,  type of fighting, the Spaniards realized that they can not last very long also under this system of fighting, they could not get anymore enforcements because they were also, ah -- ah, had troubles in other places.  That, ah, each one negotiated and agreed to have a truce.  And one of the conditions was for the revolutionaries, ah, the leadership anyway, to be exiled to Hong Kong.  Ah, and, ah, they were supposed to pay, to be paid a sum of money, ah, together with this exile.  And then ah, ah, part of this was certain reforms should be, ah, instituted in the Philippines between the church and the state and ah, justice, things like that.



INT:  When, when Aguinaldo was actually...



DIRECTIONAL 

 

INT:   So Aguinaldo is in exile in Hong Kong.  What do American leaders promise to Aguinaldo?  What does he think of their promises?  These are the consul generals in Singapore and Hong Kong.



VIRATA:  Well, when Aguinaldo,ah, was in, ah, Hong Kong and they were monitoring the execution of the agreement, ah, they, ah, noticed that some of the promised reforms were not being, ah, undertaken and, ah -- and, ah, at this time also, ah, the -- there were contacts already by Aguinaldo with the American consul in Hong Kong.  And, ah, so they, ah, created a, ah, junta, a council in Hong Kong, to, ah, determine what would be -- what should happen with them and in the Philippines.  Ah, so, ah, I think the first, ah, impression and thoughts of the revo-- revolutionaries is that,ah, with the American tradition, with the reading of the American Constitution, that they are for freedom, liberty, government by the people, of the people, ah, and, therefore, they were considered friends and, ah, could help, ah, the Filipinos in their fight for their independence, ah.



INT:  What did, did Dewey meet--did Aguinaldo meet with Dewey and what happened when they met?



VIRATA:  Ah, Aguinaldo did not meet, ah, Dewey, ah, immediately in, ah, Hong Kong because, ah, ah, Aguinaldo left for, ah, Singapore and, ah, had a talk with the American consulate in Singapore.  And that was during the time that, ah, Dewey came, ah, I think because of the, ah, declaration of the war between Spain and the United States.  And, ah, so they did not meet each other until Aguinaldo came back to Cavite in, ah, May, ah, 19, 1898.  And, ah, when they met, ah, according to accounts, Dewey, ah, gave him the honors of a, ah, as a general of the, ah, revolution.  They met in the Battleship Olympia and, ah, they had talks, ah, about, I think Aguinaldo was always trying to get the assistance of the US and I think the -- ah, the junta also had developed the idea that while they would like to be independent, that they would needed the protection of the United States because at that time there were other colonial forces, ah, that were strong in the area, like, ah, ah, United Kingdom.  Ah, you have also, ah, French interests in the area.  You have the German interest in the area and, therefore, ah, being realists, they needed the protection of the United States Navy.  



INT:  Why did Aguinaldo -- so what happened when Aguinaldo is back in the Philippines and the leads up a fight against Spain once again.



VIRATA:  That's right.



INT:  Dewey is sitting in Manila Bay just waiting.  And eventually there corner the Spanish into the old city of Manila.  What ... what is Aguinaldo's reaction when Manila is captured and the battle is staged and he is denied access to the city?



VIRATA:  Mm-hm.  Well, as, ah, you stated, Aguinaldo, he started -- he, ah, declared that, ah, he would resume the revolutionary fight against, ah, Spain and, ah, one of the major battles were on May 28th, where he had shown the new flag that was made in Hong Kong.  And, ah,  right after that many other cities fell to the revolutionaries.  So, ah, on June 5th, he issued a declaration that, ah, June 12th was going to be the proclamation of the independence, ah, and, ah, in this, ah, way, ah, he thought that, ah, he could be helped by, ah, again, Admiral Dewey at that time and the American forces.  But, ah, to his dismay, ah, while they were on siege of Intramuros, they cut the water line, ah, and, ah, but the, ah, the Spaniards, I think, made a deal with the Americans.  Ah, there was a sham battle and -- and on August 13th, 1898, they surrendered to the Americans.  That was -- well, June 12th was our declaration of independence and, ah, so, ah -- and no Filipino soldiers were allowed to enter Intramuros at that time.  So, ah, ah, to Aguinaldo and, ah, the other revolutionaries, this was a great disappointment and, ah, I think, ah, the great doubt about the intentions of the Americans were already highlighted in their mind, ah, at this stage.



INT:  Now what -- how did Aguinaldo respond?  This we're jumping ahead of time.  When -- once the Treaty of Paris was signed and Aguinaldo was hoping that the Senate wouldn't ratify it.  He'd read the Constitution and he didn't think -- still there was hope in his mind the US would not have colonies.  Ah, so that around -- in early February, when it was on verge of ratification and fighting broke out, did Aguinaldo expect fighting to break out so soon, so close to ratification?



VIRATA:  Well, ah, I believe Aguinaldo did not, ah, expect that.  Ah, and, ah, in fact, ah, there was no provocation on the part of the Filipino forces at that time.  Aguinaldo, ah, was in a cabinet meeting in Malolos and, ah, even the general in charge of the area was not in, ah, this battle place, the San Juan Beach.  Ah, so there was no anticipation that, ah, the Americans would provoke a, ah, shooting that would lead to, ah, the fighting between the, ah, Filipinos and the Americans.  And, ah, well, history tells us that probably this, ah, shooting was provoked in order to, ah, help in the ratification by the Senate, ah, on February 6th.  It started on February 4th.  And, ah, as you said, ah, the Filipinos were also excluded in the, ah, Treaty of Paris.  Aguinaldo sent, ah, Agoncillo as the, ah, the, ah, representative of the Philippine government at that place.  But, ah, of no avail. 



INT:  Yeah.  Ahm, why did -- okay.  So then fighting breaks out on February 4th, 1899.  And then fighting continues for a while between the Americans and the Filipino troops.  Once again Aguinaldo, towards 1900, decided to change his tactics, very much like he did with the Spanish, to go from the standard Western sort of battle styles to guerrilla warfare.  What was he thinking when he made that decision?  Why did he do that?



VIRATA:  Well, I -- I think Aguinaldo, ah, learned his lessons during the, ah, fighting with the, ah, Spaniards.  Well, he knew that he had the support of the people, which was essential if you adopt a guerrilla type of warfare, that, ah, if you, ah, have a, ah, major forces concentrated on front lines and so on, you will need plenty of arms and support, ah, which he didn't have.  Ah, and, ah, that is why, ah, he would always resort to guerrilla wel-- warfare  In fact, ah, Aguinaldo, ah, was very conciliatory even after the first shooting.  And after about maybe 2,500 Filipinos were killed in the first encounter, that, ah, he said that, ah, "Let us have, ah, an armistice," or a truce because there was no authority for this fighting.  Ah, but, ah, the American officials said that, ah, this is a war that was started and it should be brought to a finish.  So, ah -- and, ah, then you have Aguinaldo retreating, transferring capital from Malolos to San Isidro to Cabanatuan to Tarlac, ah, moving with him, ah, the government as he went farther north.  



INT:  Supposing there were holding out, that they would keep up the guerrilla fighting, that they didn't surrendered right way, that they were holding out for the election, ahm, in 1900.  They were hoping that once again the United States would elect an anti-imperialist as President.  Why does he once again have faith in the United States?  You know, why a separate incident?  First the Treaty of Paris, then, you know, they were going to take over the city, and now that the US would elect an anti-imperialist, what ... 



VIRATA:  Well, I -- I think, ah, they knew that, ah, there are, ah, many groups in the United States also that, ah, would not like this expansionist, ah, policy of the, ah, the United States, because they believed in what was written in the Constitution and, ah, you have these people, ah, wanting to be free and why should they not be helped?  Ah, and, ah, there were major people like, ah, Andrew Carnegie was, ah, very much against ah imperialism, Mark Twain, and there are, I think, a number of Senators that were, were also against, ah, the policy.  So they were hoping that, ah, the US would realize.  But because of, ah, suppression of the press here in the Philippines and very poor communications, unlike now, ah, I think these messages were not carried through.



INT:  What was his reaction when McKinley won again by a landslide?



VIRATA:  Well, ah ...



INT:  Did he feel that, ah, that the United States let him down again or that he failed somehow?



VIRATA:  Well, I -- probably at that stage, ah, he was more concerned already about, ah, the, ah, the revolutionary forces because they were always on the retreat and the superiority of the American forces were really great, that he was fighting for his life already.  So, ah, probably -- to him, probably that's a back-wash, ah, you know.  That is American politics and, ah, probably the US had changed ideas.  Probably they wanted to be on some level with, ah, the European colonists, ah, in other words, the idea of commerce, investments in the Pacific is an important part of, ah, United States policy.



DIRECTIONAL, CUT, IRRELEVANT



END TAPE 005 



START TAPE 006



INT:  Jumping ahead once again.  He's changed his tactics, he's moved up North as far as he can go, and there's a three-pronged attack from which he barely escapes down the war continues.  He escapes all the way through that path up (Unintell.), all around (Inaudible) martyrs himself (Inaudible).  Describe what happens.  (Inaudible) 



VIRATA:  Well, ah, yeah.  Aguinaldo was on retreat.  Ah, he used the terrain more to defend himself in the mountain regions of northern Luzon.  And, ah, he finally, ah, ended up in Palanan, Isabela.  Ah, and, ah, he was there trying to, ah, send messages to, ah, his, ah, area commanders because, ah, at that time, ah, the command was regionalized so that the commanders would have their own great latitude in, ah, bringing the forces together.  And, ah, well, there was this group of Filipino mercenaries, the Macabebes from, ah, the province of, ah, Pampanga, ah, that were used to as, ah, decoys, in effect, and, ah, so, ah, again, it was, ah, sort of a great disappointment on his part that, ah, his own countrymen were, ah, used for -- for his, ah, capture. And, ah, I suppose, ah, he could have opted to, ah, fight, ah, but, ah, probably he thought it was also very futile because, ah, ah, he did not expect this to, ah, happen.  And, ah, so from then on, ah, I think, ah, he really gave up and, ah, and so in a conciliatory, ah, ah, mood, he, ah, asked his fellow revolutionaries to already lay down their arms and, ah, help in the recovery and establishment of the Philippines.  So, ah, he -- ah, I think that's what he did, although, ah, he was not obeyed really.  Aguinaldo was not obeyed by several commanders, although the -- I would say, Americans would say the everything ended in 1902, actually it did not.  Ah, there were continuous, ah, some fighting here and there up to 1902.  Actually, it did not.  There were continuous, ah, some fighting here and there up to 1906.



INT:  Did he really believe at the time he was captured where he started the come around -- when he told the Filipinos to lay down their arms, part of the way he articulated it, he said that "It will not be as bad as Spain," and, ah, the occupation by the United States.  Why do you think he believed that?



VIRATA:  Well, ah, I think, ah, he believed that because, ah, the United States was more for education and, ah, that was really badly needed by the Filipinos because the educational system set up by the Spaniards really educated very few.  Ah, so, ah, I think, ah, it was in this light that, ah, he believed the Americans, that, ah, they would do that.



INT:  What has Aguinaldo meant for the Philippines?  What is his legacy in terms of -- I mean I know he was alive for a long time after (Inaudible), but in terms of the Spanish-American War, what does Aguinaldo (Unintell.)?



VIRATA:  Well, as far as the, ah, act-- actually Aguinaldo meant more in the Philippines-Spanish war, no, because, ah, it is during that time that, ah, he was able to declare independence.  He designed the Philippine flag as we have now.  And he ordered, ah, the writing of the, ah, Philippine national anthem.  Ah, so, ah, in a way, he's considered to be the father of the nation, ah, and during his, ah, declarations early during the Revolution, ah, he, also addressed it as "Filipino nation".  So, ah, we considered him father of the Filipino nation.  Now the -- the Spanish-American War was an aftermath which brought us to fighting with the Americans.  So we -- in a way, we are fighting for survival then.  How to preserve the, ah, Republic of the Philippines.  Ah, so, ah -- well, he proved his metal in fighting through great powers and, ah, I think he has shown great, ah, leadership.  He, ah, he's honest, ah, frugal, ah, and, ah, I -- I think he showed the -- what Philippines could be made of. 



DIRECTIONAL 
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