Political Polling in Your Community

Your Congressional Candidates and the Issues

~About this Lesson
· Students read about how polls are written, conducted, and used by candidates, and about problems inherent in political polling. 
· Some students may also try their hands at predicting recent public opinion by taking the latest “Gallup Poll Opinion Quiz.”
· After watching their local PBS broadcasts, students choose three issues in this Congressional election which are of concern to voters in their communities, and compose three bias-free questions on those issues.

· Each student administers the three-question poll to 5 voters in the community.
· Students compile the data gathered and discuss the results of the poll.
· If the high school is a PBS Partner High School, the results should be sent to the local affiliate station, which may wish to do a story on this activity. 
· The lesson requires one 50 minute class, with two 25-minute follow-up sessions in succeeding classes and two homework assignments.
· The objectives of this lesson are acquiring information about political polling, issues analysis, and citizen activism through publicizing local concerns. 

~Teacher Preparation
· Browse through the Index section of this site (www.pbs.org/newshour_index.html) so that you can help students to use NewsHour with Jim Lehrer broadcast material even when they have missed the original viewing slots.

· Preview the two additional web sites students will be using in this lesson:

1. www.publicagenda.org Public Agenda organizes opposing viewpoints, suggested solutions and current legislation concerning major issues in the United States. The site includes “20 Questions Journalists Should Ask About Poll Results,” which is found at the following URL:

http://www.publicagenda.org/aboutpubopinion/aboutpubop1.htm
2. http://www.gallup.com The Gallup Organization conducts the famous Gallup Polls, and presents detailed information on its website about their current measurements, and polling in general. You can take an instant-scoring 4 item quiz on the American public’s views at the following URL:

http://www.gallup.com/poll/quiz/
· Print, and reproduce the 2 handouts for this lesson: TV News Assignment Page and Our Political Poll.

· Arrange jigsaw groups of 4 students, who will discuss the “20 Questions” article on Day One, and then  pool their TV viewing information on Day Two .

~Assessment
· TV News Assignment Page
· Evaluate for thoroughness + appropriate connections of local stories to national concerns.

· Our Political Poll
· Give full credit if student surveyed 5 voters and recorded all information.

~Correlation to Civitas Standards (National Standards for Civics and Government)
· Standard Ten: Civic Ideals and Practices

b. Identify, analyze, interpret, and evaluate sources and examples of citizens’ rights and responsibilities.

c. Locate, access, analyze, organize, synthesize, evaluate and apply information about selected public issues—identifying, describing and evaluating multiple points of view.

f. Analyze a variety of public policies and issues from the perspective of formal and informal political actors.

j. participate in activities to strengthen the “common good,” based upon careful evaluation of possible options for citizen actions.

~Student Directions
Day One

· Listen to your teacher’s description of this activity. You will be researching, writing, and administering an actual political poll of your community.

· Read through the information about polls, “20 Questions Journalists Should Ask About Poll Results” at http://www.publicagenda.org/aboutpubopinion/aboutpubop1.htm
· If  you have time because you completed the “20 Questions” article before the other members of your group did, take the Gallup Poll Quiz at http://www.gallup.com/poll/quiz/
· Once all the members of your jigsaw group have finished reading the “20 Questions” article, your group should discuss and be able to explain why the poll you will write cannot actually be a totally scientific poll.

Day One Homework

· Using the homework handout “TV News Assignment Page,” watch your local PBS affiliate’s evening news. 
· Discuss the TV news with a parent.
Day Two
· Compare results on the “TV News Assignment Sheets” in your jigsaw groups. 

· As a class, vote on the three issues you think are the most important to your community, from your TV research. 

· Taking care to avoid the practices mentioned in the “20 Questions” piece which can distort results, the class will compose your 3-question poll. Fill in the handout “Our Political Poll.”

Day Two Homework

· Survey five adults who say that they intend to vote in the upcoming Congressional election. Ask each of them the three questions on your poll, plus his or her age category and political party registration.
Day Three
· On the board in your classroom, post your results. Examine the age categories and party registrations represented. How may they have impacted the answers your class received?

· Which candidates in your Congressional or state races seem to be most “in tune” with the people you surveyed? Why? 
TV News Assignment Page

Student Name___________________________________

Class Period____________

Date__________________

I watched the local news on _____________________ at __________________PM.

Tonight’s political stories were:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

The news tonight illustrated local concerns with the following national election issues:

· Afghanistan 

· Campaign finance

· Corporate corruption

· Crime/drugs

· Economy and the stock market

· Education

· Environment

· Federal spending

· Gun control

· Health care

· Homeland security

· Immigration

· Medical research (drugs, cloning etc.)

· Medical and drug insurance

· Middle East crisis

· Poverty and welfare

· President Bush/presidential popularity

· Race

· Social Security

· War on terrorism
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Our Political Poll

Student Name___________________________________

Class Period____________

Date__________________

Question 1

_____________________________________________________________________________________?

Answers:

A)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

B)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

C)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

D)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

Question 2

_____________________________________________________________________________________?

Answers:

A)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

B)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

C)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

D)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

Question 3

_____________________________________________________________________________________?

Answers:

A)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

B)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

C)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

D)_______________________________________Tally ________  Age Category_________  Party _____

Age categories:

Parties: D=Democrat  R=Republican  I=Independent

1 18-29

2 30-39

3 40-49

4 50-59

5 60-69

6 70 and over

