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adaptation: a characteristic that allows an organism to live successfully in a particular environment

Amazon Basin: the part of South America that is drained by the Amazon River and its countless 
tributaries, reaching from the Andes in Peru to the east coast of Brazil

Amazon River: an eastward flowing river in South America that is the largest river in the world  
by volume

anaconda: an aquatic snake that lives in South America, including in the Amazon River region

biodiversity: the variation of living organisms within an environment

black earth: dark, fertile soil in the Amazon Basin that contains wood, fish, animal bones and pottery 
shards and is the result of centuries of slash-and-char soil management

boto: a freshwater dolphin native to the Amazon River; also known as a pink river dolphin and an 
Amazon River dolphin

BR163: 1,100-mile-long Brazilian highway that runs through the heart of the Amazon region

caiman: a small species of crocodilian, similar to the alligator, that lives in Central and South America; 
known locally as a jacaré

dead lakes: lakes devoid of fish due to pollution or an overabundance of plant life

deforestation: the transformation of a forested area to cropland or pasture, typically through logging 
or burning

ecotourism: tourism rooted in the notion of honoring the environment and impacting it as little  
as possible

fish farming: the raising of fish for commercial purposes in tanks or enclosures, typically for food; also 
called “aquaculture”

indigenous: native to a particular area or region

Inter-Oceanic Highway: a highway in Brazil and Peru, currently under construction, that is designed 
to link Peru’s west coast ports with Rio de Janeiro.

mahogany: a tree native to the Amazon that is exported to the United States and other countries for 
use in furniture and other wood products 

Mamirauá Reserve: the largest protected area of flooded forest and the first sustainable development 
reserve in Brazil

Manaus: a city in northern Brazil located at the junction of the Amazon River and its tributary, the  
Rio Negro; has a population of about 2 million
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margay: a spotted cat native to Central and South America; one of only two cat species that can 
climb head first down trees due to extreme ankle flexibility

Matamata: a freshwater turtle found in the Amazon, known for its distinctive triangular head, unusual 
shell and snorkel-like snout

ornamental fish: small fish, less than 8 inches long (20 cm), that are kept in aquariums and prized for 
their beauty and rarity

pirarucu: a large South American freshwater fish that has the ability to breathe air and whose 
populations have declined due to hunting

pororoca: a phenomenon  that occurs at the mouth of the Amazon River in which the incoming tide 
forms waves of up to 13 feet high that travel upriver; also known as a tidal bore

Quelccaya Ice Cap: the largest glacier in a tropical area, located in the Andes of Peru at an altitude of 
over 18,000 feet

seed dispersal: methods by which plants spread their seeds, including animal ingestion, wind  
and water

stingray: a flat cartilaginous fish that swims with a flying motion and is equipped with a barbed spine 
in its tail

Trans-Amazonian Highway: a highway in Brazil, begun in the 1970s, that was intended to connect 
remote parts of Brazil with cities and with Peru and Ecuador

tropical rainforest: a rainforest found near the equator, typically characterized by high rainfall, poor 
soil, and a high diversity of plant and animal species

Vale do Javari Indigenous Reserve: the largest reserve for indigenous people in South America 

Xixuaú-Xiparinã Reserve: a large private nature reserve in Brazil that is home to many species of 
animals that are at risk of extinction elsewhere in the Amazon

yellow-spotted river turtle: one of the largest South American river turtles; characterized by yellow 
spots on its head

 


