
36 R E F L E C T I O N S

MATTERS OF RACE tells a variety of stories, some familiar and some not. 

■ Which stories did you find most memorable? What qualities set those 
stories apart? Which stories surprised you? Which did you find disturbing? 

■ What do the stories have in common? What does each reveal about 
“matters of race”? How has each challenged your ideas about race and 
racism?

■ What did you learn from the series about race? About yourself and the way 
you view the world?  

■ What did you learn from the series about what it means to be an 
American?

Discuss your observations with friends and classmates. Was everyone struck
by the same stories? How do you account for differences?

✦  ✦  ✦

Brief biographies of the filmmakers begin on page 3. If you were to meet
them, what questions would you ask them? What would you like them to
know about your stories, your experiences with race? 

✦  ✦  ✦

Actor and playwright Anna Deavere Smith believes that we can learn a lot
about a person “in the very moment that language fails them.” In which films
do we see moments when “language fails”? What do those moments reveal?
How do they help us see the individual beyond the stereotypes?

✦  ✦  ✦

Director Martin Scorsese once told film critic Gene Siskel about the concept
of a “master image”—one frame that can summarize an entire film. What
image summarizes each of the films you watched? Share your ideas with your
classmates. How similar are the choices each of you made? How do you
account for differences?

✦  ✦  ✦

Revise the working definitions of race and racism that you began in the
PreView section to reflect what you learned from the film and your
discussions about it. How does race and racism both shape and misshape
communities today? How can we begin to bridge the divide within
communities to create a civil society that respects and values all of its citizens?
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