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give you, but they may not work for you. And all a teacher can do is give you a clue of the direc-
tion, He's like a lighthouse that says there are rocks over here, and steer clear.

MOYERS: You talk a lot about consciousncss.

CAMPBELL: Yes.

MOYERS: Most people hear that term and like me, have only a veiled understanding of it.
What is it?

CAMPBELL: Jean and I are living in Hawaii, and we're living right by the ocean. And we have
a little Janai, a litde porch, and there’s a coconut tree that grows up through the porch and it gocs
on up. And there's a kind of vine, plant, big powerful thing with leaves like this, that has grown
up the coconut tree. Now, that plant sends forth little feelers to go out and clutch the plant, and it
knows where the plant is and what to do— where the tree is, and it grows up like this, and it
opens 2 lcaf, and that leaf immediately turns to where the sun is. Now, you can’t tcl} me that leafl
doesn’t know where the sun is going to be. All of the Jeaves go just like that, what's called
heliotropism, tumning toward where the sun is. That’s a form of consciousness. There is a plant
consciousness, there is an animal consciousness. We share all of these things. You cat certain
foods, and the bile knows whether there's something there for it to go to work on. I mean, the
whole thing is consciousness. I begin to feel more and more that the whole world is conscious;
certainly the vegetable world is conscious, and when you live in the woods, as I did as a kid, you
can see all these different conscic relating to th Ives.

MOYERS: Scientists are beginning to talk quite openly about the Gaia principle.

CAMPBELL: There you are, the whole planet as an organism.

MOYERS: Mother Earth.

CAMPBELL: And you see, if you will think of ourselves as coming out of the earth, rather than
as being thrown in here from somewhere else, you know, thrown out of the earth, we are the
earth, we are the consciousness of the earth. These are the eyes of the earth, and this is the voice
of the earth. What else?

MOYERS: How do we raise our consciousness?

CAMPBELL: Well, that’s a matter of what you are disposed (o think about, and that’s what
meditations are for. And al! of lifc is a meditation, most of it unintentional. A lot of people spend
most of it in meditating on where their money’s coming from and where it's going to go, but
that’s a level of meditation. Or, if you have a family to bring up, you're concerned for the fam-
ily. These are all perfectly, very important concerns, but they have 1o do with physical condi-
tions, mostly, and spiritual conditions of the children, of course. But how are you going to com-
municale spiritual consciousness to the children if you don’t have it yourself? So how do you get
that? Then you think about the myths. What the myths are for is (o bring us into a level of con-
sciousness that is spiritual.

Just for example, I walk off 52nd Street and Fifth Avenue into Saint Patrick’s Cathedral. 1
have left a very busy cily and one of the most fierccly economically inspired cities on the planet.
I walk into that cathedral, and everything around me speaks of spiritual mystery. The mystery of
the cross; what's that all about there? The stained glass windows which bring another atmo-
sphere in. My consciousness has been brought up onto another level altogether, and I am on a
different platform. And then I walk out and — I'm back in this one again. Now, can I hold
something from that? Well, certain prayers or meditations that are associated with the whole
context there; these arc what are called mantras in India, litle meditation themes that hold your
consciousness on that level instead of letting it drop down here all the way. And then what you
can finally do is to recognize that this is simply a lower level of that.

MOYERS: The cathedral at Chartres, which you love so much—

CAMPBELL: Oh, well.

MOYERS: —-also exp a rclationship of the human to the cosmos, doesn't it?
CAMPBELL: Well, I think everyone who has spent any time at Chartres has felt something
very special about this cathedral. I've been there about eight times. When I was a swdent in
Paris, 1 went down there about five times and spent one whole weckend, and | identificd and
looked at every single figure in that cathedral. I was there so much that the concierge, this litle
old fellow who took care of the cathedral, he came to mc one noontime and he said, **Would
you like to go up with me and ring the bells?"" I said, **I sure would."" So we climbed the flachc,
the tower up to where the great bell was, the great enormous bronze bell, and there was a litle,
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like a scesaw. And he stood on one end of the seesaw, and I stood on the other end of the
seesaw, and there was a little bar there for us to hold onto. And he gave the thing a push and then
he was on it and I was on it, and we started going up and down, and the wind blowing through
our hair up there in the cathedral, and then it began underneath. Bong, you know, bong, bong —
Liell you, it was one of the most thrilling adventures in my life.

And when it was all over, he brought me down, he said, *‘l want 10 show you where my
room is.” Well, in a cathedral you have the nave and then the transept, and then the apse. And
around the apse is the choir screen. Now the choir screen in Chanres is about that wide, and he
100k me in a litle door into the middle of the choir screen, and there was his litle bed and a liitle
lable with a lamp on it, and when I looked out, there was the Black Madonna, the vitrine, the
window of the Black Madonna and that was where he fived. Now, there was a man living in a
meditation, hm? A constant meditation, 1 mean, that was a very moving, beautiful thing. Oh, I've
been there time and time again, since.

MOQYERS: What do you find when you go there? What does it say about all that we've been
discussing?

CAMPBELL : Well, first thing it says is, it lakes me back to a time when these principles in-
formed the society. I mean, you can tell what's informed the society by the size of the— what
the building is that’s the tallest building in the place. When you approach a medieval town, the
cathedral’s the tallest thing in the place. When you approach a 17th century city, it's the political
palace that's the tallest thing in the place. And when you approach a modem city, it’s office
buildings and dwellings that are the 1allest things in the place.

And if you go 1o Salt Lake City, you'll see the whole thing illustrated right in front of your
face. First, the temple was built. The temple was built right in the center of the city. I mean, this
was the proper organization, that’s the spiritual center from which all flows in all directions. And
then the capitol was built right beside the temple, and it’s bigger than the temple. And now the
biggest thing is the office building that takes care of the alfairs of both the tcmple and the politi-
cal building. That's the history of Western civilization, from the Gothic through the princely
periods of the 16th, 17th, 18th centuries, 1o this economic world that we're in now.

MOYERS: In New York now the debalz is over who can build the tallest building, not o praise
but to build the tallest building.

CAMPBELL: Yes, and they are magnificent. I mean, some of the things that are going up in
New York now really are, and this is a kind of architectural triumph. And what il is, is the state-
ment of the city; we are a financial power center and look what we can do. It’s a kind of
virtuosic acrobatics done.

MOYERS: Will new myths come from there?

CAMPBELL: Well, something might You can't predict what a myth is going to be, any more
than you can predict what you're going to dream ionight. Myths and dreams come from the same
place; they come from realizations of some kind that have then 10 find expression in symbolic
3:.:.. And the myth, the only myth that's going 1o be worth thinking about in the immediate fu-
turc is one that’s talking about the planet — not ihis city, not these people, but the planet and ev-
erybody on it. That’s my main thought for what the future myth is going to be. And what it will
have o deal with will be exactly what all myths have dealt with: the maturation of the individu-
al, the gradual— the pedagogical way 1o follow, from dependency through adulthood to
maturity, and then to the exit and how to do it. And then how to relate (o this society, and how 1o
relate this society (o the world of nature and the cosmos. That's what the myths have all alked
uco.:: that’s what this one's got to talk about. But the sociely that it's going 1o wlk about is the
society of the planet, and until that gets going, you don’t have anything.

MOYERS: There's that wonderful photograph you have of the Earth seen from space, and it's
very small and at the same time, it’s very grand.

~CAMPBELL: You don't see any divisions there of naons or states or anything of the kind.

.:_.n might be the symbol, really, for the new mythology to come. That is the country that we are
going 10 be celebrating, and those are the people that we are one with.
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