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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

President Obama Delivers State of the Union 
February 11, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/SOTU_02-11.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on 
the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. What is the “State of the Union”?  
2. What are some hot topics currently in the news? Do you think President Obama will address these in 
the State of the Union?  

3. Have you ever watched the State of the Union? What do you remember about it? 

 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1  How many senators and House members attend the State of the Union?  100 Senators and 435 
members of the House   

100 senators and 435 members of the House 

 

2. What will be the major theme of this year’s State of the Union? 

Job growth and economic expansion 

 

3. What is the Obama administration’s challenge in regards to the country’s debt and supporting the 
middle class? 
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They must find a way to take measures to reduce the U.S.’s large debt, a Republican priority, while not 

harming the middle class with higher taxes or cutting key government programs that support education, 

health care and other Democratic priorities. 

 

4. What is the “sequester”? 

A series of automatic spending cuts that will hit all government-funded agencies and programs. 

 

5. On what four topics will the president unveil new initiatives? 

Education, infrastructure, clean energy and manufacturing  

 

6. Why is the president concerned with making college more affordable? 

Because he views education as part of a larger goal of strengthening the middle class. 

 

7. Who will be giving the Republican response to the State of the Union?  

Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida 

 

8. Which president was the first to have his State of the Union aired on television? 

Harry S. Truman in 1947 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What would you like President Obama to talk about during this year’s State of the Union? 

 

2. What topics do you think Republicans should address in their rebuttal? 

 

Use this Worksheet to keep track of the issues and analyze the post-address media coverage 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/stateoftheunion/ 

 
 
Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/stateoftheunion/


 

Page 1                   http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra 

 
Student Worksheet 

President Obama Delivers State of the Union 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/SOTU_02-11.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

 

1. How many senators and House members attend the State of the Union?   

 

2. What will be the major theme of this year’s State of the Union? 

 

3. What is the Obama administration’s challenge in regards to the country’s debt and 
supporting the middle class? 

 

4. What is the “sequester”? 

 

5. On what four topics will the president unveil new initiatives? 

 

6. Why is the president concerned with making college more affordable? 

 

7. Who will be giving the Republican response to the State of the Union? 

 

8. Which president was the first to have his State of the Union aired on television? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What would you like President Obama to talk about during this year’s State of the 
Union? 

 

 

 

2. What topics do you think Republicans should address in their rebuttal?  

 

 

 

Use this Worksheet to keep track of the issues and analyze the post-address media 
coverage: 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/stateoftheunion/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/stateoftheunion/

