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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Cyprus Bailout the Latest in Eurozone Woes 
March 28, 2013 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/cyprus-bailout-the-latest-in-eurozone-woes/ 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. Where is Cyprus?  
 
2. What is the eurozone? 
 
3. Why is the euro significant? 
 
4. What is a bank bailout? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why did banks close in Cyprus? 
To prevent a run on the banks in the face of a banking crisis 
 
2. When banks reopened in Cyprus, what was the maximum amount customers were allowed 
to withdraw in cash? 
€300 or $383 
 
3. When did the global financial crisis occur? 
2008 
 
4. What is the currency of the eurozone? 
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The euro 
 
5. How many countries are members of the eurozone? 
17 
 
6. How much money is Cyprus receiving in the bailout? 
€10 billion or $13 billion 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. How did the U.S. respond to the 2008 financial crisis? 
 
2. How would you feel if you were a citizen of Cyprus in this situation? 
 
3. What do you think is the future of the eurozone? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Cyprus Bailout the Latest in Eurozone Woes 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/cyprus-bailout-the-latest-in-eurozone-woes/ 

 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why did banks close in Cyprus? 

 

2. When banks reopened in Cyprus, what was the maximum amount customers were 
allowed to withdraw in cash? 

 

3. When did the global financial crisis occur? 

 

4. What is the currency of the eurozone? 

 

5. How many countries are members of the eurozone? 

 

6. How much money is Cyprus receiving in the bailout? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. How did the U.S. respond to the 2008 financial crisis? 

 

2. How would you feel if you were a citizen of Cyprus in this situation? 

 

3. What do you think is the future of the eurozone? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


