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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

New Pope is First Ever From South America 
March 13, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/francis1_03-13.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. Who is the pope? What does he do? 

 

2. Who chooses the new pope? 

 

3. What role do religious leaders play in modern life? 

 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Who was recently elected the new Catholic pope? 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
 
2. What will be his new papal name? 
Francis I 
 
3. What country does he come from? 
Argentina 
 
4. Why is his home country significant? 
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He will be the first ever pope from Latin America 
 
5. What are Jesuits known for? 
They are known for their work in education 
 
6. How long has it been since a non-European was pope? 
Since Columbus sailed to the New World 
 
7. What is the name of the woolen cloth that symbolizes the pope’s authority? 
The pallium 
 
8.  What is the name of the pope who recently stepped down from his position? 
Pope Benedict XVI 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What role do you think the new pope should play on the world stage? Should he be a 
political and social leader as well as a spiritual leader? Why or why not?  
 
2. What are some of the challenges the new pope faces? 
 
3. This is the first time a South American has been elected pope. What does this say about how 
the world has changed over the past 2000 years? 
 
4. Do you think the Church will change its positions on the role of women and same-sex 
marriage?  Why or why not? 
 
 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

New Pope is First Ever From South America 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/francis1_03-13.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Who was recently elected the new Catholic pope? 

 

2. What will be his new papal name? 

 

3. What country does he come from? 

 

4. Why is his home country significant? 

 

5. What are Jesuits known for? 

 

6. How long has it been since a non-European was pope? 

 

7. What is the name of the woolen cloth that symbolizes the pope’s authority? 

 

8.  What is the name of the pope who recently stepped down from his position? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What role do you think the new pope should play on the world stage? Should he be a 
political and social leader as well as a spiritual leader? Why or why not?  

 

2. What are some of the challenges the new pope faces? 

 

3. This is the first time a South American has been elected pope. What does this say 
about how the world has changed over the past 2000 years? 

 

4. Do you think the Church will change its positions on the role of women and same-sex 
marriage?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


