
Student Worksheet

Gun Buyers Would Face Greater Scrutiny in Senate Bill
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/04/gun-buyers-would-face-greater-scrutiny/

Families of the first graders killed in the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown,

Connecticut are in Washington, D.C. this week calling on Congress to pass new laws aimed at

preventing another tragedy.

Amongst the public outcry following the Newtown massacre, were demands for a ban on the sale of

rapid-firing assault weapons, limits on the capacity of ammunition magazines, expanded background

checks, a crackdown on gun trafficking, and improvements to school safety.

Gun control, proposals aimed at restricting or limiting firearm possession and production, is a hotly

contested topic within the halls of Congress and around the country.

Democratic Senator Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Republican Senator Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania

announced yesterday that they have agreed on a deal to expand background checks for potential gun

buyers. A preliminary vote on the amendment to new gun legislation will be held today in the Senate.
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Proposed law would improve background checks, but doesn’t address “assault

weapons”

The latest proposal expands criminal background checks, closes loopholes for sales made at gun shows

and online, and requires all sellers to keep a record of the transactions. The measure also increases

funding for school security and puts tighter restrictions on gun trafficking. However, sales among

friends or family members would remain exempt from the new law.

When a seller performs a background check, they must call into the FBI or another designated agency

to ensure customers do not have a criminal history or are otherwise ineligible to make a purchase. In a

proposal put forth by President Obama in January, he said:

“Nobody is talking about creating an entirely new system. We are simply talking about plugging holes,

sealing a porous system that isn’t working as well as it should. If you want to buy a gun, whether it’s

from a licensed dealer or a private seller, you should at least have to pass a background check to show

you’re not a criminal or someone legally prohibited from buying one. And that’s just common sense.”

The new amendment to the bill is not an all-encompassing reform of gun control, but for families of

shooting victims, and gun control advocates, it’s a step in the right direction.

“I want to thank Senators Manchin and Toomey for their determination to find common ground on a bill

that Democrats and Republicans can fully support,” said New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, co-chair

of Mayors Against Illegal Guns.

“This bill will not only help keep guns out of the wrong hands–it will help save lives and keep our

communities safe.”

NRA says background checks won’t solve crime

However, guns rights advocates were less than happy with the agreement.

“Expanding background checks at gun shows will not prevent the next shooting, will not solve violent

crime and will not keep our kids safe in schools,” said the National Rifle Association (NRA) in a

statement. ”The sad truth is that no background check would have prevented the tragedies in

Newtown, Aurora or Tucson.”

While the bill is expected to be passed in the Democrat-held Senate in the coming weeks, it will face

stiff opposition in the Republican-controlled House of Representatives.
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 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Where was the school shooting take place that claimed the lives of 20 children and six adults?

2. When did the shooting take place?

3. Who are the two senators who have proposed the bipartisan gun legislation?

4. What kind of gun sales will now require a background check, that did not before?

5. What kind of gun sales will still be exempt from background checks?

6. Which party has control of the Senate? The House of Representatives?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed)

1. Do you think stricter gun laws would help prevent more gun deaths?

2. Why are gun laws so controversial in the United States?

3. What do you think can be done to prevent more shootings?

Extension Activity

Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed

editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web

site.
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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories

Gun Buyers Would Face Greater Scrutiny in Senate Bill
April 11, 2013

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/04/gun-buyers-would-face-greater-scrutiny/
Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension

PROCEDURE

1. WARM UP

Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know.

2. MAIN ACTIVITY

Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion

questions on the student handout.

3. DISCUSSION

Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the story affect their lives

and express and debate different opinions.

INITIATING QUESTIONS

1. What is the Second Amendment?

2. What do you know about guns in the United States? Can anyone buy a gun?

3.  What roles do the Senate and House play in the passage of new laws?

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Where was the school shooting take place that claimed the lives of 20 children and six adults?

Newtown, Conn.

2. When did the shooting take place?

December 14, 2012

3. Who are the two senators who have proposed the bipartisan gun legislation?

Democratic Senator Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Republican Senator Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania

4. What kind of gun sales will now require a background check, that did not before?
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Gun show sales and online gun sales

5. What kind of gun sales will still be exempt from background checks?

Private sales between individuals

6. Which party has control of the Senate? The House of Representatives?

Democrats, Republicans

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed)

1. Do you think stricter gun laws would help prevent more gun deaths?

2. Why are gun laws so controversial in the United States?

3. What do you think can be done to prevent more shootings?

Extension Activity

Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed editorial to

NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site.
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