
 

Page 1                   http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra 

 

Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Obama Visits Israel and West Bank 
March 21, 2013 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/obama-visits-israel-and-west-bank/ 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. Where is Israel? What do you know about it? 
 
2. Where is the West Bank? What is its significance? 
 
3. What is the history of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. On his trip to the Middle East President Obama will visit two countries and one territory. 
What are their names? 
Israel, the West Bank and Jordan 
 
2. Why is his visit to Israel significant? 
Because it is his first visit to the country as president 
 
3. Who is Benjamin Netanyahu? 
The newly-reelected prime minister of Israel 
 
4. What is the name of the president of the Palestinian Authority? 
Mahmoud Abbas 
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5. What do Palestinian authorities say Israel needs to stop before they will resume peace 
negotiations? 
Palestinian authorities say Israel needs to stop building settlements 
 
6. King Abdullah II is the leader of which country? 
Jordan 
 
7. What is the main cause of friction between President Obama and Benjamin Netanyahu? 
President Obama supports giving Palestinians their own state while Prime Minister Netanyahu 
does not 
 
8. Is the president expected to propose any specific plans for peace during his trip? 
No 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Do you think a public health approach could help reduce gun violence? 
  
2. How do your political views affect your views on gun violence? 
  
3. What do you think is the best solution to violence in America? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Obama Visits Israel and West Bank 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/obama-visits-israel-and-west-bank/ 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. On his trip to the Middle East President Obama will visit two countries and one 
territory. What are their names? 

 

2. Why is his visit to Israel significant? 

 

3. Who is Benjamin Netanyahu? 

 

4. What is the name of the president of the Palestinian Authority? 

 

5. What do Palestinian authorities say Israel needs to stop before they will resume 
peace negotiations? 

 

6. King Abdullah II is the leader of which country? 

 

7. What is the main cause of friction between President Obama and Benjamin 
Netanyahu? 

 

8. Is the president expected to propose any specific plans for peace during his trip? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Do you think a public health approach could help reduce gun violence? 

  

2. How do your political views affect your views on gun violence? 

  

3. What do you think is the best solution to violence in America? 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


