
 

Page 1                   http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra 

 

Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Kenyans Vote in Tense Presidential Elections 
March 07, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/kenya_03-07.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. Where is Kenya? 
 
2. What do you know about Kenya? 
 
3. What is an ethnic group? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. When did Kenyan elections occur? 
Monday, March 4, 2013 
 
2. When was the last Kenyan presidential election? 
2007 
 
3. How many people died as a result of violence after the last Kenyan election? 
Over 1,000 
 
4. Who are the two contenders for the presidency? 
Current Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga and Uhuru Kenyatta 
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5. What year did Kenya become a republic? 
1963 
 
6. What are two of the five main ethnic groups in Kenya? 
Kikuyu, Luhya, Kalenjin, Luo and Kamba 
 
7. Why is the current president stepping down? 
Term limits 
 
8.  What percentage of the vote must a candidate win in order to become president? 
50 percent 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What are the differences and similarities between Kenyan and American elections? 
 
2. Why do you think ethnic identities are so important in Kenyan politics? Does this at all 
parallel politics in America? 
 
3. What role can the press play in ensuring free and fair elections? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Kenyans Vote in Tense Presidential Elections 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/kenya_03-07.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. When did Kenyan elections occur? 

 

2. When was the last Kenyan presidential election? 

 

3. How many people died as a result of violence after the last Kenyan election? 

 

4. Who are the two contenders for the presidency? 

 

5. What year did Kenya become a republic? 

 

6. What are two of the five main ethnic groups in Kenya? 

 

7. Why is the current president stepping down? 

 

8.  What percentage of the vote must a candidate win in order to become president? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What are the differences and similarities between Kenyan and American elections? 

 

 

2. Why do you think ethnic identities are so important in Kenyan politics? Does this at all 
parallel politics in America? 

 

 

3. What role can the press play in ensuring free and fair elections? 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


