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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

How is the Pope Elected? 
March 4, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/pope_election_03-04.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. Who is the Pope? 
 
2. What does the Pope do?  
 
3. How is a Pope elected? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. How many Catholics are there worldwide? 
$1.2 billion 
 
2. What is a conclave? 
The secretive process through which a new pope is elected 
 
3. How many Cardinal-electors will gather in the Sistine Chapel to participate in the conclave? 
117 
 
4. How many votes does a Cardinal have to receive to become the new Pope? 
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Balloting continues until one cardinal receives two-thirds of all votes. Cardinals will go through 
the voting process twice in the morning and twice in afternoon, while after each vote, a counter 
writes down the names of the cardinals nominated by their peers. 
 
5. What does the black and white smoke signify?  
These names are placed in an urn and burned. If there’s a winner, chemicals are added to the 
urn to make the smoke white, and if there’s still no cardinal who garners two-thirds of the 
votes, the smoke is kept black to signify the balloting process has not yet yielded a new pope. 
 
6. Name two countries where top contenders are from.  
Ghana, Nigeria, Brazil, Canada and the Philippines 
 
7. Who is the youngest serious contender? Where is he from? 
55-year-old Luis Tagle of the Philippines.  
 
8. What is the percentage of 18 to 19 year olds who were unaffiliated with any religion 
according to a Pew Research Center study? 
32 percent 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Who do you think should be elected as the next Pope? List at least three reasons for your 

choice. 

 

2. Do you think the voting process should include the general public? Why or why not?  

 

3. Do you think there should be an age limit for the next Pope? Why or why not?  

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

How is the Pope Elected? 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june13/pope_election_03-04.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. How many Catholics are there worldwide? 
 
 
 
2. What is a conclave? 
 
 
 
3. How many Cardinal-electors will gather in the Sistine Chapel to participate in the conclave? 
 
 
 
 
4. How many votes does a Cardinal have to receive to become the new Pope? 
 
 
 
 
5. What does the black and white smoke signify?  
 
 
 
 
6. Name two countries where top contenders are from.  
 
 
 
 
7. Who is the youngest serious contender? Where is he from? 
 
 
 
 
8. What is the percentage of 18 to 19 year olds who were unaffiliated with any religion 
according to a Pew Research Center study? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Who do you think should be elected as the next Pope? List at least three reasons for your 

choice. 

 

2. Do you think the voting process should include the general public? Why or why not?  

 

3. Do you think there should be an age limit for the next Pope? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


