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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Is Gun Violence a Matter of Public Health? 
March 11, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/publichealth_03-11.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. Do you think that gun violence affects public health? Why or why not? 
  
2. Who do you think is most affected by gun violence? 
  
3. What have you heard about school shootings? How do these stories make you feel? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. How many people die every year from gun shots? 
30,000 
  
2. What happens when something is declared a “public health crisis”? 
The government activates the power to pay for studies and prescribe solutions 
  
3. In which year did an appropriations bill block CDC studies of gun violence? 
1996 
  
4. Why do some gun advocates oppose funding gun violence studies? 
They believe the studies are politically motivated, and are tools for promoting gun control. 
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5. Who called for a reboot of gun violence research in January, 2013? 
President Barack Obama 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Do you think a public health approach could help reduce gun violence? 
  
2. How do your political views affect your views on gun violence? 
  
3. What do you think is the best solution to violence in America? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Is Gun Violence a Matter of Public Health? 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/publichealth_03-11.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. How many people die every year from gun shots? 

 

  

2. What happens when something is declared a “public health crisis”? 

 

  

3. In which year did an appropriations bill block CDC studies of gun violence? 

 

  

4. Why do some gun advocates oppose funding gun violence studies? 

 

  

5. Who called for a reboot of gun violence research in January, 2013? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Do you think a public health approach could help reduce gun violence? 

  

 

2. How do your political views affect your views on gun violence? 

  

 

3. What do you think is the best solution to violence in America? 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


