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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Supreme Court Hears Arguments on Same-Sex Marriage 
March 27, 2013 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/supreme-court-hears-arguments-on-same-sex-marriage/ 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. Why do people get married?  
 
2. What is your definition of marriage? 
 
3. What is “Proposition 8”? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What two laws regarding same-sex marriage are being challenged at the Supreme Court? 
Proposition 8 and DOMA 
 
2. When and where was Proposition 8 passed? 
California, 2008 
 
3. What are the arguments for and against Proposition 8? 
Those in favor of Prop 8 say it should be left to individual states to decide the legality of same-
sex marriage, while those against say the ban violates the Constitution’s Fourteenth 
Amendment, which guarantees all citizens equal protection under the law.  
 
4. Describe two possible outcomes for this trial: 
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5. When was DOMA passed and what does it do? 
DOMA was passed in 1996. It defines marriage as the legal union of one man and one woman 
and denies federal benefits to same-sex couples who are legally married in their states. 
 
6. Who originally signed DOMA into law? 
President Clinton 
 
7. What does he say about DOMA now? 
He has since reversed his position, stating publicly that he believes DOMA is, “incompatible 
with our Constitution.” 
 
8. When will the Supreme Court hand down decisions on these cases? 
By the end of June 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. How do you think the Supreme Court will rule on these two cases? Why? 
  
2. Why is this issue being argued at the Supreme Court? 
  
3. What is the legal status of same-sex marriage in your state? Discuss. 
 
4. Why is the right to marry a central issue for gay rights advocates? 
 
5. Where do you think issues like same-sex marriage should be decided: at the voting booth, in 
the courts, in Congress, or in the executive branch? Why? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Supreme Court Hears Arguments on Same-Sex Marriage 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/03/supreme-court-hears-arguments-on-same-sex-marriage/ 

 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What two laws regarding same-sex marriage are being challenged at the Supreme 
Court? 

 

2. When and where was Proposition 8 passed? 

 

3. What are the arguments for and against Proposition 8? 

 

4. Describe two possible outcomes for this trial: 

 

5. When was DOMA passed and what does it do? 

 

6. Who originally signed DOMA into law? 

 

7. What does he say about DOMA now? 

 

8. When will the Supreme Court hand down decisions on these cases? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. How do you think the Supreme Court will rule on these two cases? Why? 

  

 

2. Why is this issue being argued at the Supreme Court? 

  

 

3. What is the legal status of same-sex marriage in your state? Discuss. 

 

 

4. Why is the right to marry a central issue for gay rights advocates? 

 

 

5. Where do you think issues like same-sex marriage should be decided: at the voting 
booth, in the courts, in Congress, or in the executive branch? Why? 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


