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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Sequestration Is Happening, But Effects Are Unclear 
February 28, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/sequestration_02-28.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. What do you know about “sequestration”? 
 
2. What is the national debt? 
 
3. How does the government in Washington make money? What does it spend money on? 
 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. How much will sequestration cut, in total, from affected government agencies over the 
next ten years? 
$1.2 trillion 
 
2. When did Congress approve sequestration? 
2011 
 
3. Why did they approve it? 
To force Democrats and Republicans to come together to find ways to cut the national debt 
 
4. Who has embraced sequestration and why? 
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Libertarians and conservatives, because they see it as their best opportunity to slash the size of 
government 
 
5. How much money will the first round of budget cuts slash? 
$85 billion 
 
6. When will sequestration take effect? 
March 1, 2013 
 
7. What happens on March 27? 
The continuing resolution that temporarily funds all government programs expires, potentially 
causing a government shutdown if Congress can’t come together before then 
 
8. Who will be first affected by sequestration? 
Businesses that have contracts with the federal government for services such as building 
military equipment or computer programming 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why do you think Republicans and Democrats have found it so difficult to come together to 
avert sequestration? 
 
2. How do you think the government can reduce its debt without implementing sequestration? 
 
3. Do you think you will be directly impacted by sequestration? If so, how? 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Sequestration is Happening, But Effects are Unclear 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/sequestration_02-28.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. How much will sequestration cut, in total, from affected government agencies over 
the next ten years? 

 

2. When did Congress approve sequestration? 

 

3. Why did they approve it? 

 

4. Who has embraced sequestration and why? 

 

5. How much money will the first round of budget cuts slash? 

 

6. When will sequestration take effect? 

 

7. What happens on March 27? 

 

8. Who will be first affected by sequestration? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. Why do you think Republicans and Democrats have found it so difficult to come 
together to avert sequestration? 

 

2. How do you think the government can reduce its debt without implementing 
sequestration? 

 

3. Do you think you will be directly impacted by sequestration? If so, how? 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


