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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories 

Law Enables Students with Disabilities to Play Sports 
February 18, 2013 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/sports_02-18.html 

 

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. WARM UP 
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY 
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on 
the student handout. 
 
3. DISCUSSION 
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions. 
 

INITIATING QUESTIONS 

1. What is a physical disability? 
 
2. What do the terms "learning difference" and "learning disability" mean to you? 
 
3. What is Title IX? 

 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What does the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) do? 
It protects equal access to educational opportunities 
 
2. What does the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 say? 
Disabled students with equal athletic ability have an equal right to participate in their schools’ 
extracurricular activities. 
 
3. How often was it determined that students with disabilities participated in sports, as compared to 
non-disabled students? 
56 percent less often 
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4. What “reasonable modifications” did the OCR suggest as possibilities to allow more students to 
participate? 
Allowing starter pistols to be paired with visual cues, or in swimming, making exceptions to the two-
hand-touch on the finish wall for students with only one hand 
 
5. In which cases would schools be required to provide a separate extracurricular activity fully 
accessible to students with disabilities? 
In cases where such an accommodation is not possible, would significantly change the sport, or confer 
an advantage 
 
6. How many states currently have athletic programs for students with physical and learning 
differences? 
12 
 
7. What do critics accuse the Department of Education of doing with this legislation? 
Forcing schools to create separate extracurricular activities for students with physical and learning 
differences if they want to keep federal funding. 
 
8. Which piece of legislation, which made athletics available to women, has this law been compared 
to? 
Title IX 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What sort of accommodations should be provided for athletes with disabilities who want to 
participate in team sports? 
 
2. Do you think providing accommodations for athletes with disabilities is fair to all students? Why or 
why not? 
 
3. Do you think the government should be involved in regulating participation in team sports? Why or 
why not? 

 
 
Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site.  
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Student Worksheet 

Law Enables Students with Disabilities to Play Sports 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june13/sports_02-18.html 

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What does the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) do? 

 

2. What does the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 say? 

 

3. How often was it determined that students with disabilities participated in sports, as 
compared to non-disabled students? 

 

4. What “reasonable modifications” did the OCR suggest as possibilities to allow more 
students to participate? 

 

5. In which cases would schools be required to provide a separate extracurricular 
activity fully accessible to students with disabilities? 

 

6. How many states currently have athletic programs for students with physical and 
learning differences? 

 

7. What do critics accuse the Department of Education of doing with this legislation? 

 

8. Which piece of legislation, which made athletics available to women, has this law 
been compared to? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 

1. What sort of accommodations should be provided for athletes with disabilities who 
want to participate in team sports? 

 

 

2. Do you think providing accommodations for athletes with disabilities is fair to all 
students? Why or why not? 

 

 

3. Do you think the government should be involved in regulating participation in team 
sports? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Activity  
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site.  


