
 
 
Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories  
 
STORY  

Hungary's Toxic Eco-Disaster Seen As Warning Signal 
 
10/19/2010  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/health/july-dec10/toxicsludge_10-19.html  
 
Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension  
Student Worksheet (reading comprehension and discussion questions without answers)  
 
PROCEDURE  
1. WARM UP  
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know.  
 
2. MAIN ACTIVITY  
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion 
questions on the student handout.  
 
3. DISCUSSION  
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the story affect 
their lives and express and debate different opinions.]  
 
INITIATING QUESTIONS  
1. Where does the energy and electricity you use come from? 

2. What is an “ecological disaster?”  

3. Where is Europe? Where is Hungary?  

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS  

1. What European country dealt with a “red” eco-disaster this month? 

ANSWER  
Earlier this month, villages in the European country of Hungary were flooded with bright red toxic sludge 
from a nearby industrial facility, and environmentalists warned there are other lethal accidents waiting to 
happen across the region. 

 
 2. What destruction resulted after this toxic red sludge was released from the containment pond?  

ANSWER  
Swathes of the Hungarian countryside resembled scenes in a science-fiction film with animals, people, cars 
and buildings covered with a bright red mud-like material after 2 million gallons of toxic industrial sludge 
surged from a cracked reservoir into several rural villages 100 miles southwest of the capital, Budapest.  
 
Nine people were killed and hundreds suffered injuries – including burns from the caustic waste. Hundreds 
of people were displaced from their homes and private property worth tens of millions of dollars was 
destroyed. 
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3. What is the red sludge made of?  

ANSWER  
The byproduct is produced when bauxite rocks are processed to make aluminum. Investigators believe 
cracks in the reservoir’s walls led a portion of the wall to collapse, releasing a toxic torrent that swept cars off 
roads and measured eight-feet high in some areas.  
 
4. According to the law, who is held responsible and must clean up the toxic sludge?  

ANSWER  
European Union law stipulates that the company or organization responsible for disasters pay for all clean-
up costs and compensation to injured parties. 
 
5. What eco-disaster occurred in the United States over the summer?  

ANSWER  
The most recent eco-disaster was this year's Deepwater Horizon explosion in the Gulf of Mexico -- the worst 
oil spill in U.S. history.  Millions of barrels of crude oil poured into the ocean for almost three months, 
poisoning birds and marine life along hundreds of miles of coastline. Scientists believe it will take decades 
for the area to fully recover. 

 
Discussion Questions:  

1. Why are ecological disasters especially difficult to address? Why do humans rely on 
substances that could cause ecological disasters? 
 
2. What places in your community could pose a risk for ecological disasters? What 
safeguards are in place to prevent disasters? 
 
3. What steps could be taken to reduce human reliance on hazardous industrial process? 
Do you think there is any form of energy that is completely free of risk? 
 
4. What are some regulations that attempt to prevent ecological disaster risk? Who usually 
makes those regulations? Based on what you read in the article, how could stricter 
regulations have prevented the disaster in Hungary? 
 
5. Who are the main victims of ecological disasters? What happens to the companies 
responsible for the disasters? Research the Chernobyl, Three Mile Island and Love Canal 
disasters.  What happened to the victims?  What happened to the companies responsible?  
 
 
Extension Activity 
Write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed editorial to 
NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site. 
 



 
 
Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories  
 
STORY  

Hungary's Toxic Eco-Disaster Seen As Warning Signal 
 
10/19/2010  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/health/july-dec10/toxicsludge_10-19.html  
 
READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS  

1. What European country dealt with a “red” eco-disaster this month? 

 

 

 

2. What destruction resulted after this toxic red sludge was released from the containment pond?  

 

 

 

3. What is the red sludge made of?  

 

 

 

4. According to the law, who is held responsible and must clean up the toxic sludge? 

 

 

 

5. What eco-disaster occurred in the United States over the summer?  

 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/ 1



http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/ 2

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why are ecological disasters especially difficult to address? Why do humans rely on 
substances that could cause ecological disasters? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What places in your community could pose a risk for ecological disasters? What 
safeguards are in place to prevent disasters? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps could be taken to reduce human reliance on hazardous industrial process? 
Do you think there is any form of energy that is completely free of risk? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What are some regulations that attempt to prevent ecological disaster risk? Who usually 
makes those regulations? Based on what you read in the article, how could stricter 
regulations have prevented the disaster in Hungary? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Who are the main victims of ecological disasters? What happens to the companies 
responsible for the disasters? Research the Chernobyl, Three Mile Island and Love Canal 
disasters.  What happened to the victims?  What happened to the companies responsible?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension Activity 
Write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed editorial to 
NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site. 
 


