
Student Worksheet

Turkish Police Try to Keep Peace Amid Anti-Government Protests 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/06/anti-government-protests-escalate-in-turkey/

A small demonstration of residents hoping to save a park from being destroyed has morphed into 

anti-government clashes between demonstrators and police in cities across Turkey.

Gezi Park, which is located less than a mile from the Prime Minister's office in Istanbul, is marked 

for demolition as part of an urban redevelopment project. The demonstrators were protesting 

the loss of public green space to a shopping mall.

Despite the peaceful nature of the protest, police used tear gas and water cannons to break up 

the crowd, prompting public anger.

Since then, the protests have grown into a larger movement that is calling for the government to 

resign.
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Some in Turkey feel disrespected by their leaders

"I'm here because of [Prime Minister] Erdogan - we are against him," Yasemin Cakici, a teacher in 

Istanbul told the BBC.

However, not everyone in Turkey is concerned that the country is turning into an authoritarian 

state.

"I'm very upset by what I see," Omar Sarikaya, a screenwriter told the BBC. "This has nothing to 

do with peace. They don't listen to the government."

Is this a "Turkish Spring"?

The clashes have evoked comparisons with the 2011 Arab Spring, in which demonstrators across 

the Middle East protested their authoritarian leadership, leading to the downfall of leaders in 

Tunisia, Egypt and Libya.

However, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan dismissed these comparisons, saying 

"Those in Turkey who speak of the Turkish Spring are right; the season is, in fact, spring," he said. 

"But there are those trying to turn it into a winter."

Instead, he blames extremists, opposition political parties and foreigners for organizing the 

protests.

"There are those attending these events organized by extremists. This is not about Gezi Park 

anymore. These are organized events with affiliations both within Turkey and abroad."

Leaders of other Middle Eastern countries, including Syria's Bashar al-Assad, have blamed 

outsiders for stirring up discontent.
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A growing movement

Although the protests began in Istanbul, anti-government demonstrators have clashed with police 

in cities across Turkey, including the capital Ankara.

Some Turkish citizens are concerned with the conservative direction PM Erdogan is taking the 

country.

“In the last months the prime minister started to adopt very conservative measures including talk 

of curbing abortion and limiting where people can drink alcohol,” Bayram Balci of the Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace told Global Post.

“People do not like this intrusion into their private lives and the project of Taksim was a pretext 

for them to manifest their dissatisfaction.”

Turks have traditionally prided themselves for their secular, democratic and progressive policies 

in a region where this is rare.

But while few believe that the protests will actually force PM Erdogan out of office, there is no 

doubt that the political mood in the country has changed.

“If I were [PM Erdogan's] adviser I would advise him to abandon this project,” said Balci. “This is 

too bad for him. But his problem is that he is very proud — he has a big ego.”

-- Compiled by Allison McCartney for NewsHour Extra
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 READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. In what Turkish city did the protests begin?

2. What were the protests originally about?

3. What is the name of the square where protesters have been congregating?

4. What is the name of the Turkish prime minister?

5. What is the capital of Turkey?

6. What has the prime minister done in recent months to raise the concerns of some Turkish 

citizens?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed)

1. Do you agree that the government applied too much force against protesters?

2. In what ways do you think these protests are similar or different from the protests of 

the Arab Spring?

3. What action do you think the government should take to calm the protests?

Extension Activity 
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send 
your completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays 
might be published on our Web site. 
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Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories
Turkish Police Try to Keep Peace Amid Anti-Government Protests 
June 3, 2013
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/2013/06/anti-government-protests-escalate-in-turkey/

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension

PROCEDURE

1. WARM UP
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know.

2. MAIN ACTIVITY
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and 
discussion questions on the student handout.

3. DISCUSSION
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the 
story affect their lives and express and debate different opinions.

INITIATING QUESTIONS

1. Where is Turkey? What do you know about it?

2. What was the Arab Spring?

3. What is a dictatorship? What separated a dictatorship from a democracy?

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. In what Turkish city did the protests begin?
Istanbul

2. What were the protests originally about?
Originally, the protests were about preventing the government from destroying a public park

3. What is the name of the square where protesters have been congregating?
Taksim square

4. What is the name of the Turkish prime minister?
Recep Tayyip Erdogan

5. What is the capital of Turkey?
Ankara

6. What has the prime minister done in recent months to raise the concerns of some 
Turkish citizens?
He has pushed through conservative policies in the government
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed)
1. Do you agree that the government applied too much force against protesters?

2. In what ways do you think these protests are similar or different from the protests of the Arab 
Spring?

3. What action do you think the government should take to calm the protests?

Extension Activity 
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your 
completed editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be 
published on our Web site. 
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