
                  
Teacher Discussion Guide 

 

Discussions of sexuality can easily become heated for students, as many religious and 

ideological stances are at issue. As such, you will want to ensure that you have set up 

your room as a safe space for the exploration of ideas, regardless of a student’s 

religious, political, or ideological stances. Students should be encouraged to share ideas 

openly, thoughtfully, and respectfully, criticizing opinions when necessary, but never 

criticizing students or their belief systems. To assist with this process, you should agree 

upon norms for your classroom discussion. We suggest inclusion of the following: 

 

1. We will be respectful of all ideas and people, using academic and respectful 

language at all times.  

2. We will take seriously the controversy at hand, and use it to further our 

understanding of human rights and international legislative bodies. 

3. We will openly explore all arguments in the debate, even if the arguments 

presented are not those with which we agree on a personal level. 

 

These norms should be referenced regularly while watching students engage in the 

Structured Academic Controversy and should students be unable to abide by the set 

norms, they should be limited in their participation.  

 

For your reference, please see the next page for an outline of possible arguments each 

group may use. 

  



                  
Possible Arguments, Pro: UDHR Protection 

A. As an international governing body, the UN should take precedence over a 

country’s laws if the country is a signatory to the treaty or declaration in 

question.  

B. The spirit of the Olympics is violated by the discriminatory nature of the Russian 

Anti-Gay Propaganda law, and as such, even if the UDHR shouldn’t protect 

LGBT participants, the IOC should.  

C. The United Nations could choose to act on the law, as Russia is a signatory to 

the UDHR, and LGBT people may be covered by Article 16 of the UDHR. 

D. The United Nations could choose to act on the law, as Russia is a signatory to 

the UDHR, and LGBT people may be covered by Article 1 of the UDHR. 

 

Possible Arguments, Con: Anti-UDHR Protection 

A. LGBT rights are not enumerated as protected under the UDHR, therefore it 

cannot provide protection during the Olympics or at any other time.  

B. While Russia is a signatory to the UDHR, UN treaties and resolutions do not 

supersede the sovereign laws of any country.  

C. The spirit of the Olympics is not violated, nor does the Olympic Charter give 

athletes any rights other than those provided by the host country. 

 

 


