
 

Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of the 

Holocaust– Handout #1: Defining the Righteous 

 

Who is a Righteous Among the Nation?   

Righteous Among the Nations is an official title awarded by Yad Vashem on behalf of 
the State of Israel and the Jewish people to non-Jews who risked their lives to save 
Jews during the Holocaust. The title is awarded by a special commission headed by a 
Supreme Court Justice according to a well-defined set of criteria and regulations. 

What is the meaning of the term "Righteous Among the Nations"?   

The term “Righteous Among the Nations” was taken from the Jewish tradition – 
from the literature of the Sages. A number of explanations of the term exist, such as: 
non-Jews who came to the aid of the Jewish people in times of danger; in other cases 
it is used to describe non-Jews who observe seven basic tenets set down in the Bible 
– including the prohibition of bloodshed. The lawmakers took the existing term and 
added new meaning to it.  The Yad Vashem Law  went on to characterize the 
Righteous Among the Nations as those who not only saved Jews but risked their 
lives in doing so. This was to become the basic criterion for awarding the title. 

What are the basic criteria for awarding the title of Righteous?   

The basic conditions for granting the title are: 

1. Active involvement of the rescuer in saving one or several Jews from the threat of 
death or deportation to death camps 
 

2. Risk to the rescuer’s life, liberty or position 
 

3. The initial motivation being the intention to help persecuted Jews: i.e. not for 
payment or any other reward such as religious conversion of the saved 
person, adoption of a child, etc. 
 

4. The existence of testimony of those who were helped or at least unequivocal 
documentation establishing the nature of the rescue and its circumstances.  

 

 


