
“Time for School” Written Response Handout 
 

“Time for School” in Kenya: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/now-elder-mothers-death-struggle-finish-school-kenya/ 
After watching the segment, ask students to write down their responses to the following 
questions. Guide them in a discussion in which students share their written responses with the 
class or ask them to share their responses with a neighbor. 

 

Short-answer during the film:  
 What part of Nairobi, Kenya, does Joab live in? 
 Describe some of the images of Kenya that give you an idea of what life might be like for 

kids, including school life, the home or the city surroundings. 
 Who takes care of Joab and his siblings after his mother dies? 
 Where does Joab go after his mother dies? 
 Why does Joab have a hard time staying in the boarding school?  

 

Long-responses after the film: 
 Are there aspects of Joab’s home or school life that you can relate to? Explain. 
 Describe Joab’s teachers who appear in the film. Are there teachers in your life who they 

remind you of? 
 How do you get to and from school? Describe an experience that you still remember 

which took place on your way to or from school.  

 
“Time for School” in Brazil: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/shadowed-fear-violence-one-students-story-rio-favela/ 
After watching the segment, ask students to write down their responses to the following 
questions. Guide them in a discussion in which students share their written responses with the 
class or ask them to share their responses with a neighbor.  

 

Short-answer during the film:  
 What types of activities does Jefferson Narciso enjoy? 
 When Jefferson is eight years old, what does he worry about on his way to school?     
 In 2008, at age 10, what fears does his mother still hold about the neighborhood? 
 How many of Brazil’s secondary school student do not graduate?  
 What institution are all 18-year old males required to join in Brazil? 
 What is Jefferson’s goal at the end of film? 

 

Long-responses after the film: 
 Jefferson is watching soccer and playing with a kite at the start and end of the film. 

Could these be symbolic of Jefferson’s life in some way? If you had to pick a sport or an 
activity that symbolized your life, what would they be and why?  

 Describe Jefferson’s teachers and principal. Do you remember an elementary school 
teacher like Ms. Soares? Why do you think the teacher, Ms. De Ferreiro, in the after-
school program said the work is very emotional for her?  
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 What do you think it was like for Jefferson to have to repeat two grades? Have you 
experienced a time in school when you struggled with academics? How did you get 
through it? 

 
“Time for School” in India: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/hard-girls-rural-india-stay-school/ 
After watching the segment, ask students to write down their responses to the following 
questions. Guide them in a discussion in which students share their written responses with the 
class or ask them to share their responses with a neighbor.  

 

Short-answer during the film:  
 How many children in India start school?  
 What subjects has Neeraj studied? 
 What is Neeraj’s mother’s outlook on education?  
 What is the percentage of girls in Rajasthan who are literate? 
 Why were night schools set up in Neeraj’s home region? 
 What is Neeraj and her husband’s hope for their child?  

 

Long-responses after the film: 
 Neeraj was held back in school and then had to go to school with much younger 

children. Can you think of a time when you struggled academically? Explain. 
 How did you feel hearing that Neeraj is filled with regret because she did not complete 

her education?  
 Are there ways your education has provided you with opportunities in your life right now? 

How about for your future? Explain. 

 
“Time for School” in Benin: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/striving-girls-education-birthplace-voodoo/ 
After watching the segment, ask students to write down their responses to the following 
questions. Lead them in a discussion in which students share their written responses with the 
class or ask them to share their responses with a neighbor.  

 

Short-answer during the film:  
 What is the role of the Voodoo priest in the village?  
 Describe the school and local surroundings in Nanavi’s village. 
 How many girls in Benin receive a formal education? 
 What are some life skills Benin girls receive at school? 
 How would you describe Nanavi’s photography teacher?  
 What is the goal Nanavi has for her son?  

 
Long-responses after the film: 

 Nanavi hopes to become a doctor when she is older. But like other students in the “Time 
for School” series she drops out of school. How do family dynamics affect Nanavi’s 
decision to attend school?  

 Homework aside, have there been times when something happened in your life that 
made it difficult to go to school? 

 There are a few mothers throughout the “Time for School” series who remark about 
giving their children the education they didn’t receive. Is there someone in your life who 
has encouraged you to stay in school and work hard? Describe. 
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“Time for School” in Japan: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/journey-meet-demands-japanese-education/ 
After watching the segment, ask students to write down their responses to the following 
questions. Lead them in a discussion in which students share their written responses with the 
class or ask them to share their responses with a neighbor.  

 

Short-answer during the film:  
 How much of the population is literate and goes to school in Japan? 
 What are “Juku schools?” 
 What are some activities Ken enjoys when he is not in school? 
 How many days of school has Ken missed by the time he is 18? 
 What major event happened in 2011 that took the lives of more than 16,000 Japanese 

people?  
 What does Ken hope to do for his career when he graduates college? 

 

Long-responses after the film: 
 What is Ken’s mother’s view on education?   
 Do you think Ken has a good balance between school and extracurricular activities, 

including baseball? Do you find it challenging to balance both school life and home life? 
Explain. 

 How do you think access to a quality education helps fight poverty and inequality? 

 
“Time for School” in Romania: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/students-face-high-stakes-in-post-communist-romania/ 
After watching the segment, ask students to write down their responses to the following 
questions. Guide them in a discussion in which students share their written responses with the 
class or ask them to share their responses with a neighbor.   

 

Short-responses during the film:  
 Describe Raluca’s commute to school at age eight. 
 What type of government existed in Romania when Raluca’s parents were children? 
 What university degree does Raluca plan to pursue in the United Kingdom? 
 How many Romanians in their 20s are currently unemployed? 

 

Long-responses after the film: 
 Why do you think it’s so important for Raluca’s parents that their daughter experiences a 

high-quality education and does well in school? Do you know someone in your life who 
may not have graduated from high school or college but has a high level of smarts and 
intelligence? Explain.  

 How did the role of education change when Romania switched from a communist to a 
democratic government? Do you think all children are entitled to a good quality 
education regardless of the type of government in place? Explain.  

 Do you think Raluca’s parents push her to succeed academically or does she push 
herself? Is there someone besides yourself who encourages you to succeed 
academically? Explain. 
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