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	SUNDANCE - Imagine a time when Salt Lake City government cut pollution so much, the city earned credit for its low pollution - credit in the form of cash. 
    It's a possibility, said Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson, who is weighing the benefits and risks of signing the city up in the Chicago Climate Exchange. 
    "There's a reward for those who consistently reduce greenhouse gas emissions," he said on the final day of the Sundance Summit: A Mayor's Gathering on Climate Protection. 
    The climate exchange took center stage Tuesday as one innovative tool cities and businesses are using to cut the combustion emissions that contribute to global warming. The summit brought together 45 mayors from throughout the United States to talk about ways of tackling climate change on a local level. 
    The third and final day included presentations about working with utilities and local businesses to reduce energy consumption and promote alternative energy. Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels urged mayors to adopt a city-sized approach to the Kyoto Protocol, a worldwide treaty to curb global warming that the U.S. government has refused to sign. 
    Chicago Mayor Richard Daley began the day by coaching the mayors with examples from his Green Chicago program, which has added green space and lowered city energy costs. Daley's city was the first municipal member of the climate exchange. Salt Lake City would be the fifth if it joined soon. 
    The exchange is a computerized marketplace where credits for avoiding climate pollution - from carbon and four other "greenhouse gases" - are bought and sold the same way company stock is sold in New York and pork bellies are sold in Chicago. 
    Trading began in 2003. Now there are more than 100 members. Including Dow Corning, Motorola, Inc. the Aspen Skiing Co. and even the Jesuit Community of Santa Clara University. 
    "This is the frontier of environmental finance," said the exchange's Paula DiPerna, who urged mayors to join the voluntary pollution trading program. 
    Europe has a similar exchange to help member nations meet the emission reductions required under the Kyoto treaty. In Europe, a ton of carbon pollution is traded at 20 Euros, or roughly $24 U.S. At the Chicago exchange trading prices have been closer to $1 to $2 a ton. 
    Less energy use generally means less pollution. Exchange members promise to reduce their pollution 1 percent a year over four years, based on the member's greenhouse gases between 1998 and 2000. 
    Members that get greater than promised reductions are free to sell pollution credits in the Chicago exchange. 
    Salt Lake City environmental staff has been studying possible membership since the beginning of the year. Anderson said he hopes to work with the City Council on joining the exchange if it appears Salt Lake City would benefit. 
    fahys@sltrib.com 


ENVIRONMENT-US:
Blue Skies, Green Cities
Niko Kyriakou 

WASHINGTON, Jul 19 (IPS) - Ignoring inaction at the highest levels of the U.S. government, 145 mayors across the country have formed a coalition to combat global warming and begun to reshape their cities using innovative programmes and technologies. 

The mayors say they can make urban living more eco-friendly and at the same time create jobs and stimulate local economies. 

The Kyoto Protocol, an international treaty calling for reductions in the greenhouse gases that accelerate climate change, took effect in February. But the United States, which makes up four percent of the world's population and produces 22 percent of the world's greenhouse gases, did not ratify the treaty. 

The George W. Bush administration opposes Kyoto because officials argue it would raise energy prices and kill five million U.S. jobs. The administration has also raised questions about the scientific legitimacy of climate change. 

The House of Representatives and Senate have also done little to stop the Earth from heating up, the mayors say. 

Tired of waiting for action from federal authorities, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, as the coalition is called, unanimously agreed last month to implement aspects of the protocol locally. 

A total of 169 U.S. cities have now agreed to match or better the standards laid out in the Kyoto Protocol -- which requires industrialised nations to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by an average of six percent below 1990 levels by the year 2012 -- through actions such as restoring forests, reducing urban sprawl, developing alternative energy technologies, and educating the public. 

They have also agreed to pressure state and federal governments to follow Kyoto's targets, and to push Congress to pass the bipartisan Climate Stewardship Act, which would establish a national emissions trading system. 

"Mayors across America are making it clear: we're not going to wait for the federal government to do something to prevent the production of greenhouse gases. We're going to step up and provide the leadership at the local level, city by city," said Greg Nickels, the mayor of Seattle. 

More than half the world and 80 percent of the U.S. population live in urban areas, and cities consume 75 percent of the earth's natural resources, according to San Francisco's Department of Environment. 

Early last week, 45 of the mayors from the coalition, including mayors from Salt Lake City, Denver and Chicago, met in Utah on the actor Robert Redford's Sundance ranch to discuss climate change initiatives. 

The meeting was organised by the U.N.-sponsored International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives and funded in part by the Pew Charitable Trusts and the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 

Executives from the British-based consultancy, the Climate Group, said at the meeting that 17 major U.S. cities had already reduced their emissions below 1990 levels and saved a total of 600 million dollars through efficiency measures. 

"You must understand that tackling climate is financially a competitive advantage, not a liability," said Steve Howard, CEO of The Climate Group. 

Patrick McCrory, the mayor of Charlotte, North Carolina, and head of the Republican mayors' association, pointed out at the meeting that the coalition of mayors should be taken seriously because of their economic clout. 

"We are the ones building roads, designing mass transit, buying the police cars and dump trucks and earthmovers. We're the ones lighting up the earth when you look at those maps from space," he said. "Together we have huge purchasing power, and if we invest wisely, that can have huge implications for the environment." 

Following the three-day gathering at Redford's 6,000-acre ranch, former U.S. Vice Pres. Al Gore, who helped draft the Kyoto treaty, addressed the mayors in a meeting closed to the press. 

But last month, in a public speech to a gathering of mayors from around the world, Gore revealed a frightening forecast on the impacts of global warming. 

Already, record temperatures are melting the world's glaciers, Gore said. Unless major action is taken, rising sea-levels could force the evacuation of low-lying cities such as Calcutta, Shanghai and New York within decades, and powerful storms, infectious diseases and dangerous heat waves could sweep the planet. 

"We are witnessing a collision between our civilisation and the earth, a transformation of the relationship between our species and the planet," he said. "Is it only terrorists that we're worried about? Is that the only threat to the future that is worth organising to respond to?" 

Gore said most scientists -- and more and more corporations -- agree that climate change is happening; what is lacking is the political will to act. 

According to the White House Council on Environmental Quality, the Bush administration is spending two billion dollars on initiatives to promote clean-coal technology, hydrogen-powered vehicles, nuclear power and renewable energy. 

Bush's energy bill, which went into effect last month, calls for industry to slow emission increases, but does not demand an overall reduction. 

The House version of the energy bill, which passed the Senate last month 66-29 with few changes, increases subsidies to the traditional energy industries. 

Out of eight billion dollars in tax incentives, the House bill allocates 500 million dollars (6 percent) to increase energy efficiency and develop renewables. 

While critics complain that funding for new projects to counter Gore's warnings are coming too slowly, cities like Seattle are moving ahead without them, seeking to turn their cities into prototypes of an environmental enlightenment. 

In Utah last week, Seattle Mayor Nickels, out of 150 other mayors, won the "2005 City Livability Award" for improving his city's quality of life through the Seattle Climate Protection Initiative. 

Key components of Nickels' Initiative, which lays out a long-term vision of growth based on environmental values, include transportation initiatives such as increased development of monorail, light rail, streetcars and bike paths. 

Seattle, which has already been a national leader in recycling, water conservation and energy efficiency, is also offering incentives to individuals who carpool or sell their second car, including cash, or limited free use of 130 shared, city-owned cars. 

Under Nickels' plan, Seattle is also increasing the number of hybrid gas-electric, ultra-low sulfur diesel and bio-diesel vehicles in the city's fleet. 

The city is restoring 2,500 acres of urban forest, building municipal facilities following sustainable building standards, and converting the municipally owned electric utility, Seattle City Light, to a zero net greenhouse gas emitter. 

Seattle's Public Utilities department, with the help of researchers from the University of Washington, is studying nearby watersheds to measure local effects of global warming so as to incorporate climate change information into the city's long-range water supply planning. 

The city also has hosted workshops on climate change for government officials and appointed a commission to identify how to best reduce global warming pollution community-wide. 

"Thanks to these programmes, Seattle has a cleaner source of electricity, sustainable buildings, and new economic opportunities," Nickels said after accepting the award. "We're proud to serve as an example to other cities that you don't have to make a choice between your environment and your economy. You can improve both." 

Seattle cut greenhouse gas emissions by 48 percent between 1990 and 2000, according to the city's Office of Sustainability and Environment. 

What the U.S. Conference of Mayors does domestically, the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign does internationally, also with the support of the U.N.-sponsored International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives. 

Some 650 local governments have joined the global campaign, including in Australia, Canada, Europe, Japan, Latin America, Mexico, New Zealand, South Africa, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and the United States. (END/2005)
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=29559
	Mayors fight global warming at local level
Feeling heat: City officials worry about droughts in the West and hurricanes in the Southeast
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	Low-energy traffic signals and hybrid cars hardly seem the stuff of revolution. But signal-by-signal and hybrid-by-hybrid is exactly how some exasperated mayors of U.S. cities appear to be upending environmental politics. 
   At the Sundance Summit last week, 46 of them gathered for three days to swap ideas about tackling global warming. In doing so, they turned a cold shoulder on Washington, where Congress, the White House and the federal courts have driven environmental policy for decades. 
   Washington has dawdled on controlling greenhouse gases, the chemical stew of car exhaust, power plant emissions and other human factors blamed for the disruption of Earth's climate. 
   Meanwhile, mayors are stuck confronting climate change in their backyards. 
   Local leaders in the Southeast worry about predictions that global warming will bring more and more severe hurricanes than Hugo, Andrew and Charley. Those in the West fear the probability of more and more intense droughts. 
   Scientists trace trends like these to world climate systems thrown out of balance by more than a century of heavy fossil fuel burning. 
   Cambridge, Mass., Mayor Michael Sullivan called the Sundance Summit "the only place things are going to happen" on global warming. 
   "The reality is," he said, "this [at the local level] is where the action takes place." 
   Sullivan's city suffered a severe winter this year. The city's old, narrow streets bore 86 inches of snow, more than double the average. Then spring melt swamped its aging storm drains. 
   Washington, meanwhile, has stayed aloof. 
   The Bush administration rejected the Kyoto Protocol, the 141-nation global warming treaty, as too costly even though the United States emits about one-fourth of the world's greenhouse gases. It also discussed, then scrapped, a proposal to start a carbon-trading program, a market-based option to reduce the combustion emissions blamed for global warming. 
   Washington also has turned up its nose at energy conservation tools, such as toughening fuel-efficiency standards for vehicles. At the same time, it has shown little interest in alternative fuels that might ease U.S. dependence on fossil fuels. Of the $800 billion the federal government spends on energy programs each year, $5 billion goes to research and development - only $1 billion of it for alternative fuels. 
   "Really, most of the work is going to be up to us," said Charlotte, N.C., Mayor Patrick McCrory. "We can't depend on the federal government, nor should we." 
   McCrory was one of the few avowed Republicans at Sundance. Yet, he insisted he was among friends. 
   Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson, a Democrat and summit co-sponsor, said the hand-picked mayors group was brought to Salt Lake City and the Sundance Resort to solve problems and not to play politics. 
   Robert Redford, an actor, filmmaker and longtime global warming activist, said climate change was nonpartisan, neither conservative nor liberal, but a global problem. 
   "This should not be treated like a political football," said Redford. Americans "want solutions, they don't want bickering. Doing nothing is just 
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not an option." 
   Mayors already have rolled up their sleeves. 
   At the U.S. Conference of Mayors meeting last month, more than 300 mayors agreed to meet or exceed the Kyoto Protocol standards in their communities. The resolution received more support than any other in the organization's history, said Judy Sheahan, environment director for the 1,100-mayor group. 
   In the nonprofit world, the International Council on Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) has signed up more than 600 city leaders worldwide to deal with climate change. As the Sundance Summit's third co-sponsor, ICLEI pushed to make the meeting a forum for best practices. 
   "You will leave here with a tool kit," said Executive Director Michelle Wyman. 
   Mayors already have been fighting against global warming on their own streets. Some 156 U.S. cities that participated in ICLEI's Cities for Climate Protection campaign last year saved $600 million and reduced greenhouse gases by 23 million tons. 
   And the little things - like hybrids and low-energy traffic lights - made a big difference. 
   In reports sent by 45 of those cities, for example, greenhouse gases were cut by nearly 150,000 tons just by installing energy-saving traffic signals. The light-replacements saved enough energy to serve the 17,000 residents of Brigham City for a year. 
   It turns out that mayors are in a good position to help ordinary citizens address climate change. Some of the options discussed at Sundance include promoting energy efficiency with smarter lighting, cleaner vehicles and cleaner operations, such as capturing greenhouse gases from municipal landfills. 
   Mayors also discussed purchasing wind power and promoting development of other renewable energy sources. They can trade greenhouse gases at the Chicago Climate Exchange, North America's first pollution trading market, and leverage their pension funds to make companies more attentive to global warming. 
   Many of the measures save money and help the public see that dealing with climate change is doable, the mayors agreed. 
   Paul Babb, the mayor of Butte, Mont., emerged from the summit pleased with the tools he had gained to protect the environment, improve the quality of life in his community and save the community money, too. 
   "We make it more complex than it needs to be," he said. "We don't need to reinvent the wheel."


Wikipedia 

Mayor’s Conference
As of June 22, 2005, 165 US cities representing 35 million Americans support Kyoto after Mayor Greg Nickels of Seattle started a nationwide effort to get cities to agree to the protocol   
