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Student Worksheet

DIRECTIONS
Read the following news story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion questions. Use additional paper if
necessary.

STORY

Dozens of Pharmaceuticals Detected in Drinking Water, 03/12/08
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/health/jan-june08/drugs _3-12.html

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What was found in the water supply of 24 major cities?

2. How concentrated were the drugs?

3. How do pharmaceuticals get into the water?

4. Are bottled water and filtered water safer? Why or why not?

5. What do we know about the possible effects on humans?

6. What are the unusual traits or changes that have been seen in fish?
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7. What is the government doing about the problem?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed)
1. Do you think knowledge of the pollution in our environment is a good thing? Does it make you
feel helpless or inspire you to take action? Explain.

2. Find out if your city or area was on the list of the AP investigation. What drugs did they find in the
area? How do you feel about drinking your water? If your area was not in the investigation, do you
feel safe drinking your water? Why or why not?

3. What do you think the government should do in response to this investigation?

4. What other types of pollutants are found in our water system and how do they get there? Give two
examples.

Extension Activity
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed
editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site.
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