
 

 
Student Worksheet 
DIRECTIONS 
Read the following news story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion questions. Use additional paper if 
necessary. 
 
STORY 
President Obama Unveils New Plan Ahead of Health Care Summit, 02/23/2010 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/jan-june10/healthcare_02-23.html 
 
READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS  
1. What does President Obama hope to do with his health care reform bill? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why does the president’s plan anger some Republicans? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the major change in this plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Name one similarity and one difference between car insurance and health insurance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Why do some employers refuse to pay for health care coverage for their workers? 
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6. How can an individual’s lack of insurance affect the pricing of another individual’s insurance? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Why might the health care summit help Democrats? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 
 
1. Why do you think health care is so important in the United States? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Do you think that the government should be in the business of providing health care to some or 
all of its citizens? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Many countries around the world have universal health care. Do you think the United States 
should adopt universal health care? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Is health care a human right? Why or why not? 
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5. Currently, most insured people receive health care coverage through their employer. Can you 
think of another way to receive health care? What are the benefits of that system? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension Activity 
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed 
editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site.  
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