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Student Worksheet 
DIRECTIONS 
Read the following news story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion questions. Use additional paper if 
necessary. 
 
STORY 
Shifting Away From Free Market Ideals, U.S. Government Buys Big Stakes in 
Banks 10/17/08 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/july-dec08/banks_10-17.html 
 
READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS  
1.  What did the U.S. Treasury do this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why are some of President Bush’s friends saying, “What happened to him?" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the cause of the current crisis and why is it important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Could this credit crisis affect other sections of the economy? How? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. This is not the first plan to help out the current economy, what was the original plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Name three other countries that have recently proposed bank nationalization plans. 
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7. What are some other economic factors that are keeping the market unstable? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 
1. Which would you pick, a free market system or a more nationalized banking industry? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Can you name other industries heavily regulated by the government? Do you think regulation is 
more important in some industries than others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Imagine you have invested in a bank that is going under, how would you react to the latest 
government action? Imagine you invested in a bank that is doing fine, do you feel the same? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension Activity 
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed 
editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site.  


