
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/ 1

 

 
Student Worksheet 
DIRECTIONS 
Read the following news story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion questions. Use additional paper if 
necessary. 
 
STORY 
Obama World Tour Highlights Foreign Policy Differences With McCain, 07/22/08 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/july-dec08/obama_7-22.html 
 
READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS  
1. Why is Obama in Europe and the Middle East? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How do Obama and McCain differ on the invasion of Iraq, and the surge of troops there last year? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What does McCain think of Obama's plan to withdraw troops from Iraq? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is happening to violence levels in Afghanistan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What is Obama's opinion on what is happening in Afghanistan and what should happen next? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What is McCain's opinion on Afghanistan? 
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7. What other countries will Obama visit on his trip? 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 
1.Why do you think Obama went on this trip? Where would you choose to go if you were running for 
president and why? 
 
2. How might Maliki's remarks about Obama's plans for Iraq affect the debate in the 2008 presidential 
election? 
 
3. Chose either Obama or McCain's approach to Iraq and Afghanistan to critique. What are the pros 
and cons of that candidate's plan? 
 
4. Do you think Obama's popularity in Europe will help him or hinder him with American voters?  
Should the opinion of people who aren't Americans be considered by citizens who vote in American 
elections? Why or why not? 
 
Extension Activity 
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed 
editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site.  
 


