
August 6, 1965: President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Excerpts from the Voting Rights Act of 1965

AN ACT to enforce the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress [p*338] assembled, that this Act shall be known as the "Voting Rights Act of 1965." 

SEC. 2. No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed or applied by any State or political subdivision to deny or abridge the right of any citizen of the United States to vote on account of race or color… 

SEC. 3. …(a) Whenever the Attorney General institutes a proceeding under any statute to enforce the guarantees of the fifteenth amendment in any State or political subdivision the court shall authorize the appointment of Federal examiners by the United States Civil Service Commission…

SEC. 4. (a) To assure that the right of citizens of the United States to vote is not denied or abridged on account of race or color, no citizen shall be denied the right to vote in any Federal, State, or local election because of his failure to comply with any test or device in any State…

