
 

 
Student Worksheet 
DIRECTIONS 
Read the following news story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion questions. Use additional paper if 
necessary. 
 
STORY 
2010 Winter Olympics Begin in Vancouver, Canada, 02/12/2010 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/jan-june10/olympics_02-12.html 
 
READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS  
1. What are some worrying factors for the organizers of the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Games? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How many people will be representing the United States? Who are the most famous American 
athletes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How much will the Vancouver spend on the Games? Is it a good investment? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Name at least two cities that have been awarded the Summer Olympics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Why might countries have a better chance at winning a medal in the Winter Games? 
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6. When did the modern Olympic games begin? Where were they held? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Why are the Winter and Summer Games held at different times? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Why did the United States boycott the 1980 Olympics? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed) 
 
1. Do you care about the Olympics? Why or why not? Why do you think they resonate with so many 
people? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How else does the international community come together besides war and sports? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why are the Games often politicized?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Do you think that the Olympics should continue or are they a relic of an old world order? 
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5. Research other defining moments in Olympic history—why are they important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Olympic lesson plan here. 
Extension Activity 
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed 
editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site.  
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