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“What Parents Should Know” Script

Segment Five

SHOT /TITLE

DESCRIPTION

ANIMATED OPEN

00:12

On camera

NEVES ON CAMERA:

HEY, I’'M ANTONIO NEVES WITH
THE.NEWS.

A 2008 REPORT FROM THE
GOVERNMENT SAYS THAT ABUSE OF
PRESCRIPTION PAIN MEDICINES IS THE
ONLY FORM OF DRUG ABUSE ON THE
RISE AMONG TEENS.

PART OF THE PROBLEM, ACCORDING TO
THE STUDY, IS THAT TWO THIRDS OF
PARENTS DON’T TALK TO THEIR KIDS
ABOUT THE DANGERS OF ABUSING
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.

00:30

Todd and Debbie

VOICE OVER:

TODD AND DEBBIE LEARNED ABOUT
THEIR SON TIM’S ADDICTION TO
PERSCRIPTION PAIN MEDICINES WHEN
HE WAS ARRESTED.

00:37

On camera

Todd (Tim’s Father):

I think we missed all the signs, | always
thought, I’ll know of anybody, I’ll know what’s
going on and I’ll be able to see it and I didn’t
see anything.

00:46

Todd, Tim and Debbie with
Antonio

VOICE OVER:

TODD AND DEBBIE SAW A CHANGE IN
TIM’S BEHAVIOR. BUT THEY THOUGHT
IT WAS JUST THE NORMAL STRUGGLES
SOME TEENS GO THROUGH. TIM WAS
ABLE TO KEEP HIS ADDICTION SECRET
FOR A LONG TIME.




00:55

On camera

Tim:

I’d get like a certain amount of money every
week, either on Sunday night or Monday and I’d
end up, you know, on Tuesday 1’d have no
money at all, you know. Like, I’d use all of it on
drugs, and then...

01:09

Pictures of prescription
pain pills, alcohol and
marijuana

VOICE OVER:

TIM DIDN’T START OUT ABUSING
PRESCRIPTION PAIN MEDICINES. HE
STARTED WITH ALCOHOL, THEN MOVED
TO MARIJUANA, THEN ON TO PILLS. HE
THOUGHT THE PAIN MEDICINES WERE
SAFER.

01:19

Susan Foster and Antonio

VOICE OVER:

THAT IS A COMMON MISCONCEPTION
ACCORDING TO SUSAN FOSTER OF THE
NATIONAL CENTER ON ADDICTION AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AT COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY.

01:26

On camera

Susan Foster, CASA:

So there is sort of a sense that there’s not a lot of
consequence associated with use and abuse of
these drugs, but all you have to do is look at the
increase and emergency room visits linked to
these drugs and in deaths linked to accidental
overdose to see that these are not harmless
substances.

10.

01:45

01:50

Close Up of pills

Dr. Volkow walking

VOICE OVER:

UNDER A DOCTOR’S SUPERVISION
PERSCRIPTION MEDICINES CAN BE
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE IN TREATING PAIN.
BUT NORA VOLKOW OF THE NATIONAL
INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE WARNS
THAT MISUSE CAN LEAD TO ADDICTION.

11.

01:57

On camera

Volkow:

What | would say to parents having a kid that
has an addiction problem is, first of all,
recognize that drug addiction is a disease of the
brain; that it’s not that their kid just wants to
have fun or doesn’t listen to them.
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12.

02:14

VOICE OVER:

RESEARCHERS HAVE FOUND THAT FOR
TEENS, ABUSE IS ESPECIALLY
DANGEROUS BECAUSE THEIR BRAINS
ARE STILL DEVELOPING.

MOST OF THAT DEVELOPMENT IS IN THE
PRE-FRONTAL CORTEX, THE PART OF
THE BRAIN THAT CONTROLS
JUDGEMENT. ABUSE CAN LEAD TO:
e RISKY BEHAVOR
e POOR PERFORMACE AT
SCHOOL
e |LOWENERGY
e ISOLATION FROM FRIENDS
AND FAMILY

13.

02:34

Roberta and Hayley

VOICE OVER:

ROBERTA NORWOOD’S DAUGHTER
HAYLEY BECAME ADDICTED TO
PERSCRIPTION PAIN MEDICINES DURING
HIGH SCHOOL.

14.

02:38

On camera

Roberta (Hayley’s Mom):

She was in her room a lot. We used to spend a
lot of time cooking and she didn’t sit there with
me. We could hardly get her to do anything with
us.

15.

02:50

Pictures of Hayley from
high school

VOICE OVER:

ROBERTA TOLD ME SHE KNEW
SOMETHING WAS WRONG, BUT NOT
WHAT.

16.

02:53

On camera

Roberta (Hayley’s Mom):

I knew that Hayley was smoking pot, and |
thought, Oh, you know, it’s experimental, it’s
no big deal she’ll move on and get what she
needs to done.

17.

03:05

On camera

Dr. Lopez:

Parents have got to be aware that all of these
drugs are not rites of passage, you don’t need to
do these drugs to be a normal teenager, so
there’s a prevalence in a lot of homes that says,
“well, he’s only doing pot, so | don’t have to
worry, because thank god he’s not doing, she’s
not doing, cocaine.” So even amongst parents
there’s an understanding of hierarchy of the
drugs.
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VOICE OVER:

DOCTOR RALPH LOPEZ SPECIALIZES IN
TEEN MEDICINE IN NEW YORK CITY. HIS
ADVICE FOR PARENTS? GET INVOLVED
AND STAY INVOLVED IN YOUR CHILD’S

18.| 03:34 | Dr. Lopez at his desk

LIFE.
. Lopez:
19.| 03:42 Your job is to find out if your son or daughter is
03:45 | On camera doing drugs... you’ve got a job as a parent to
deal with it.
20.| 03:49 | Oncamera Foster:

There’s an understandable reluctance on the part
of any parent to want to admit that their child is
actually involved in these behaviors and so often
parents are last to see it or they... or the last to
acknowledge that it’s there. It’s really important
for parents not to let it get that far because they
have the greatest impact on both preventing
their children from going down that path and
getting them help when they need it.

o | 0414 - VOICE OVER:

S SUSAN FOSTER ALSO SAYS IT’S
IMPORTANT TO MAKE SURE EVERYONE
IN THE FAMILY UNDERSTANDS THAT
DOCTORS PRESCRIBE MEDICINE BASED
ON SPECIFIC CRITERIA - AGE, WEIGHT,
CONDITION AND OTHER MEDICATIONS.
THAT’S ONE OF THE REASONS UNUSED
PRESCRIPTIONS SHOULDN'T BE KEPT
AROUND THE HOUSE OR SHARED.

04:30 | On camera Volkow:

Any prescription medication that was left from
the past, throw it away, dispose of it
appropriately, do not leave it in the cabinet.
That’s a lot of temptation for adolescents.

22.

23, 04:43 | On camera On camera:

THE EXPERTS AGREE THAT PARENTS
SHOULD TALK TO TEENS ABOUT DRUGS
TO GIVE THEM THE INFORMATION THEY
NEED TO MAKE CHOICES.
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24, 04:49 On camera Susan Foster:

Scare tactics aren’t particularly effective,
what... what seems to work is providing enough
information. You have to provide critical
thinking skills, you have to give them skills to
resist their peers

05:01 | Hayley and Roberta Roberta:

05:05 | On camera Everyone wants to believe our kids are great, we
trip over ourselves making excuses for their bad
behavior, for their... the way they look, for their
underachieving, for their... whatever it is. But
we have to be real and not make excuses for our
kids’ behavior.

25.

Todd: (Tim’s Father)

You know, I guess | would have thought awhile
back that, you know, the image of a drug addict
is some greasy haired kid, or guy single bulb,
single light bulb, dim room, dirty, all that stuff.
That is what a drug addict is. It’s more typical
that kids are... young, they’re taking drugs in
the basement, flat screen TV and watching
DVDs, it’s... it’s not what people think.

26.| 05:22 | Oncamera

27.| 0551 | Toddand Tim VOICE OVER:

I’M ANTONIO NEVES FOR THE DOT
NEWS

If you wish to stop the video at any time, refer to the running
time listed on the printed script. Each segment begins at 00:00
and the time is displayed in the lower corner of your video
player.




