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Background Information

Modi’in, “City of the Future”

The newly-founded Israeli city of Modi'in is constructed near
the edge of what Israel identifies as the West Bank and
Palestinians call “occupied territory.” Prior to 1967, the region
was controlled by Jordan and was home to thousands of
Palestinians. In the aftermath of the Six Day War in June 1967,
the land and these Palestinians came under Israeli control.

Claims to the territory have been contentious ever since.

Modi‘in’s cornerstone was laid in 1993. Development came as
the population centers of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in central
Israel got more and more crowded. Planners hoped the new city

would relieve some of the density of those cities, establish a
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core of development across the nation’s center and solidify the

presence of a Jewish population in the area.

Located 25 kilometers from both Tel Aviv and Jerusalem,
Modi‘in is within an hour’s drive of 50 percent of Israels
population. Construction of homes and infrastructure has
proceeded rapidly, with thousands of new housing units
completed annually. A rail connection with Tel Aviv opened in
2007, providing a 30-minute connection between the two cities.
Modi'in's current population of about 70,000 is growing by an

estimated 7,500 people each year. Some projections suggest
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the population will reach 250,000 by the time all aspects of the
development are in place, which would make it the fourth-

largest city in Israel.

In the minds of some residents, the city’s development has
created an atmosphere that is more suburban than urban. The
arrangement of the city into business, residential and
entertainment districts has yielded few mixed-use areas. At the
same time, business development has lagged behind the pace
of new arrivals, meaning many residents continue to commute

elsewhere for work.

The city's rapid growth has also led to the construction of
neighborhoods on disputed territory, designated by the Israeli
government as state land. According to the Israeli human rights
organization B'tselem, one of Modi’in’s eastern neighborhoods
lies completely on land belonging to the Palestinian village of

Bil'in. The construction of Israel’s security barrier to protect the
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city has further exacerbated the problem because it separates

farmers in Bil'in from their fields.

Sources:

“Modi'in: The Future City,” City of Modi'in publication (2006),
www.modiin.muni.il/ModiinEnglishVre.pdf; “Ten Years Young,”

The Jerusalem Post (August 10, 2007),
www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1186557406849& pagename=
JPost%2FJPArticle%2FshowFull;
www.btselem.org/english/settlements/20070228_modiin_ilit_approval.asp;

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/country_profiles/803257.stm.



