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I remembered vividly (or so I thought) the events surrounding the Pentagon Papers from

1971, when I was 20. And I knew Daniel ellsberg, having interviewed him on camera for a

previous documentary film. then, in 2002, I read ellsberg’s newly published book, Se-

crets: A Memoir of Vietnam and the Pentagon Papers, and I was struck by what a phe-

nomenal drama this story was — a personal transformation of epic proportions, set against

the backdrop of the most important events, personalities and issues of that time: the war

in Vietnam, Richard Nixon and a landmark First Amendment battle that pitted national se-

curity concerns against the people’s right to know.

I approached Dan with a short outline for a film, but the project didn’t get off the ground

at that time.  then, in late 2004, Judy ehrlich approached me with a proposition: “What

about doing a film on Daniel ellsberg?” by then, the United States was immersed in two

wars, at least one of which we’d been lied into, and the parallels, resonance and relevance

of the ellsberg/Pentagon Papers saga were unmistakable.

thematically, I felt I was on comfortable and invigorating ground. my first feature doc—

the one ellsberg was in, Tell the Truth and Run: George Seldes and the American Press —

focused on a dissenter (a muckraking journalist) who stuck out his neck on matters of

principle. the several films I’d been involved with since then have dealt with ordinary

Americans who took risks and exhibited courage in order to try to change their worlds for

the better. this film was, for me, in that tradition, but it was also something more —

grander, perhaps, in the sense that it took place on a bigger stage and involved charac-

ters with whom the audience could identify as they asked themselves, “What would I do in that situation?”

During production, I discovered how much I didn’t know about the story, including the contagious crises of conscience experienced by

so many of the principals involved. ellsberg was inspired by a draft resister who was risking years in prison; ellsberg’s leak of the top-se-

cret mcNamara study had many people — his “co-conspirator” Anthony Russo, reporters and lawyers for The New York Times, a Sena-

tor, a Congressman, Daniel’s  own son, his wife and even members of President Nixon’s White House staff — asking themselves variations

on the same question: Will I be breaking the law and, if so, should I still take part in what I have before me?

One great irony of this production is that Judy and I tried to get the film finished while the bush administration, which had started the

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, was still in office, as we thought it might be less relevant after a change of administration. We finished the

film post-bush, but — fortunately for the film, unfortunately for the country and the world — the film remains all too relevant, with those

wars still raging and, in the case of Afghanistan, even escalating.

but of course the film is about more than any one particular war; it’s about our attitude towards war as a solution to political or social

conflicts. (Patricia ellsberg says that our country needs to go through the same kind of political transformation that her husband went

through personally.) the film is also about democracy and what it takes to make it work — do we play “follow the leader,” or do we in-

sist that Congress, the media and the public have their rightful input into the big issues and matters of life and death that affect all the

peoples of the world? And, finally, it is about what each of us can do, might do, when confronted with a wrong, big or small, perhaps

among friends or at work. Do we go along to get along, or do we act to right the wrong, perhaps at great personal risk?

Rick Goldsmith
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I met Daniel ellsberg when he acted as an advisor on an earlier film I made for Independ-

ent television Service, The Good War and Those Who Refused to Fight It. A mutual friend

suggested I had to meet with ellsberg to get his perspective on World War II. I took ells-

berg out to breakfast, which continued through lunch; in fact, he kept me spellbound until

3 p.m. I filled two legal pads with notes and decided at that moment that I would have to

make a film about him after I finished the one that was in production. that was in 2000.

In the meantime, ellsberg wrote his autobiography, Secrets: A Memoir of Vietnam and the

Pentagon Papers, and I read it and realized just how rich his story was.

A few months into researching the subject, I wandered down the hall at the Fantasy build-

ing in berkeley and asked Rick Goldsmith if he might be interested in working with me on

a film about Daniel ellsberg. ellsberg and his wife, Patricia, happened to be scheduled to

give a talk at a local high school at just about that time. Seeing them together — Patricia’s

warmth and dramatic retelling of the earth-shattering events they had lived through

decades before, combined with Dan’s intellectual prowess and ironclad memory and their

obvious affection and respect for one another — I perceived an unbeatable basis for a

film that would not be a dry polemic on political events, but instead had the makings of

a love story and a political thriller. 

During production, the film continued to evolve dramatically from a solid but standard his-

tory film to a film that had emotional content, suspense, drama and a personal voice — a

film that drew on the broader toolbox of documentary filmmaking, including recreations

and animation. the composer of the HbO series The Wire composed the soundtrack.

michael Chandler, our final editor, had edited Amadeus. this film has given me the chance

to stretch creatively and to experiment with new approaches; that is a thrill. 

In the last six months we have screened our film around the world to audiences of all ages, and that has been a phenomenal experience.

In Palm Springs, 1,000 students cheered at the film’s end and then swarmed the stage to ask how they could make their government more

transparent. the head of the Orange County American Legion pledged to show it to all his members. In San Francisco, major General J.

michael myatt screened it at the 600-seat marines’ memorial theatre and asked for copies to distribute to top brass at the Pentagon; in

Hong Kong, a young Vietnamese woman wept uncontrollably, thanking me for telling the story of her people’s suffering in the war.

the most Dangerous man in america provokes strong reactions and spirited conversation about loyalty to country versus conscience

and about the need for secrecy to protect states. In eugene, Oregon, a young woman cried as she described her own experience of

whistleblowing and the fear she felt in the face of the large corporation she was challenging. She told me Daniel ellsberg gave her courage

to pursue the lawsuit she had started. We continue to correspond.

Somehow this story of a courageous whistleblower who, after a painful spiritual transformation, risked everything to tell the truth strikes

home across the political spectrum. I believe people are looking for models of principled behavior. Across the globe, we are sick of

crooked politicians, arms dealers and bankers setting our national agendas. the Daniel ellsbergs are too few and far between, but their

very existence gives us hope and courage. 

there are some criticisms. We have been accused of hero worship. So be it. We need more heroes and Daniel ellsbergs. I don’t pretend

to be objective about the need to reduce militarism in the world.

I started my career as a teacher, a teacher of teachers and a school principal. I see my job as a documentary filmmaker as opening hearts

and minds to new perspectives the same way I did in my classroom and still do at the community college where I teach documentary

film. I don’t apologize for having a point of view. I am an advocate for nonviolence as a powerful force in the world and I hope my films

have made a tiny dent in propagating that idea. thanks to PoV for helping us reach millions of viewers with the message that war is not

inevitable, that one man and each of us can make a difference and that our democracy can be responsive and healthier if we demand

the truth.

Judith Ehrlich 
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the most Dangerous man in america: Daniel ellsberg and

the Pentagon Papers, a feature-length (91-minute) docu-

mentary, is, at its core, the story of a man who experienced

a moment of moral conscience that changed his life and

changed a nation. 

In 1971, Daniel ellsberg, a leading Vietnam War strategist, dis-

covered that the role of the United States in Vietnam was

based on lies that spanned the terms of five presidents (tru-

man through Nixon). In a daring act of conscience, he leaked

7,000 pages of top-secret documents to The New York

Times, several other newspapers and select political leaders.

His actions played a major role in Watergate, President

Nixon’s resignation, a precedent-setting Supreme Court case

prohibiting prior restraint of journalists and, eventually, the

end of the Vietnam War.

As an outreach tool, this riveting account, told by ellsberg

and a who’s-who of Vietnam-era movers and shakers, raises

questions about ethics, journalism, national security, the sep-

aration of powers, democracy and the legacy of government

deception.  

POV
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Daniel ellsberg at the Los Angeles courthouse, 1973; 

Anthony Russo and Patricia ellsberg to his right.

Courtesy AP photos.
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the most Dangerous man in america is well suited for use

in a variety of settings and is especially recommended for

use with:

• Local Pbs stations 

• groups that have discussed previous Pbs and POV

films relating to protest, government secrecy, the

role of journalists and the Vietnam war. such

films include War Feels Like War, William

Kunstler: Disturbing the Universe, The Camden 28

and The Flute Player 

• groups focused on any of the issues listed in the

key issues section

• high school students

• faith-based organizations and institutions

• Cultural, art and historical organizations,

institutions and museums

• Civic, fraternal and community groups

• academic departments and student groups at

colleges, universities and high schools

• Community organizations with a mission to

promote education and learning, such as local

libraries

the most Dangerous man in america is an excellent tool

for  outreach and will be of special interest to people

 interested in the following  topics:

• 1960s and 1970s

• Cold war

• Democracy

• ethics

• first amendment

• government transparency

• Journalism

• Justice system

• Law

• national security/war powers

• Peace studies

• Political science

• Prior restraint doctrine/censorship

• Protest/dissent

• u.s. Constitution/separation of powers

• u.s. history

• u.s. presidency

• Vietnam war

• war 

• whistleblowers

© American Documentary, Inc. 6
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key issues

using this guiDe

this guide is an invitation to dialogue. It is based on a belief in the power of human connection, designed for people who

want to use the most Dangerous man in america to engage family, friends, classmates, colleagues and communities. In

contrast to initiatives that foster debates in which participants try to convince others that they are right, this document

envisions  conversations undertaken in a spirit of openness in which people try to understand one another and expand

their thinking by sharing viewpoints and listening actively.

the discussion prompts are intentionally crafted to help a wide range of audiences think more deeply about the issues

in the film. Rather than attempting to address them all, choose one or two that best meet your needs and interests. And

be sure to leave time to consider taking action. Planning next steps can help people leave the room feeling energized and

optimistic, even in instances when conversations have been difficult. 

For more detailed event planning and facilitation tips, visit www.pbs.org/pov/outreach/
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understanding Ellsberg’s actions

• Based on a phrase made famous by Henry Kissinger,

the title of the film is The Most Dangerous Man in America.

What did people think was dangerous about Daniel Ellsberg?

To whom or what was he a danger?

• President Nixon said, “I think it is time in this country to

quit making national heroes out of those who steal secrets

and publish them in newspapers.” Who considered Ellsberg

a hero and why? How did their worldview differ from the

worldview of those who thought Ellsberg was a traitor?  

• The film makes clear that Ellsberg was confronted with

not one, but a whole series of ethical dilemmas. Consider

how you would describe the ethical issues posed by each of

the following and discuss what you might advise a friend in

each situation to do: 

• Participating in the preparation for a war with

which he or she disagrees;

• Recognizing the need for change and trying to

change a system from within rather than stepping

outside the system to protest;

• Agreeing to keep secrets about the war from U.S.

citizens;

• Releasing classified documents even though he or

she  believes it is illegal;

• Releasing classified documents even though he or

she knows doing so could materially hurt friends

and colleagues;

• Involving his or her children in what he or she

believes to be an illegal act;

• Involving journalists, politicians, friends and family

in disseminating documents that he or she

obtained illegally, which might put them at risk.

a contagious “crisis of conscience”

• Ellsberg took the risk of leaking the Pentagon Papers

only after being inspired by draft resisters (particularly

Randy Kehler) who were ready to go to prison to protest

what they saw as an immoral war. Ellsberg’s act of leaking

top-secret government documents triggered a chain reac-

tion of “crises of conscience” on the part of many of the peo-

ple you see in the film. Discuss the crisis of conscience —

including the legal risks faced — experienced by each of the

following figures from the film: Robert Ellsberg, Patricia Ells-

berg, New York Times reporter Hedrick Smith, New York

Times attorney James Goodale, Anthony Russo (Ellsberg’s

“co-conspirator”), Senator Mike Gravel, Representative Pete

McCloskey, Egil Krogh, head of the plumbers, and White

House counsel John Dean. What would you have done in

each of their shoes?  Why?
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Examining government actions

• President Nixon and people in his administration de-

scribed Ellsberg’s act as “an attack on the whole integrity of

government.” Why? What need is there for government se-

crecy in a democracy? What is the difference between gov-

ernment secrecy and government deception?

• Ellsberg recalls telling Henry Kissinger that getting high

level security clearance ultimately makes one think everyone

else is foolish, or at least wonder what experts reporting to

someone would say if they knew what that person knew, and

according to Ellsberg, “in the end you stop listening to

them.” If Ellsberg is correct, how is the capacity of leaders di-

minished or enhanced by access to top secret information? 

• Krogh, the head of Nixon’s “plumbers,” ultimately con-

cludes that his actions and the actions of those around him

were “a collapse of integrity of the first order.” What might

the actions of an administration that had acted with integrity

have looked like? 

• Ellsberg says of encountering Gandhian philosophy, “It

seemed to me you could no more do without the concept of

‘enemy’ than without the concept of zero in arithmetic.”

Why might Ellsberg have had so much trouble processing

the prospect of a life without the concept of “enemy”? What

would change about life in the United States if the country

acted as if there was no such thing as an “enemy?”

Egil “Bud” Krogh, Jr.

Photo courtesy of The Most Dangerous Man in America

dIScuSSIon PromPtS

PoV

© American Documentary, Inc. 26

dIScuSSIon PromPtS

DISCUSSION GUIDe

The Most Dangerous Man in America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers



the War in Vietnam

• What did you learn from the film about why the United

States went to war in Vietnam? Did this confirm, contradict

or add to information you had learned in school or from

media sources? 

• Recalling children picking through the burned ruins of

their hut for a plastic doll, Ellsberg says that what the war

meant to the Vietnamese was “the destruction of their

homes and their lives.” What did the war mean to American

soldiers, politicians and people?  What did it mean to the

South Vietnamese (the “Viet Cong”) who fought the United

States? To the South Vietnamese who fought alongside the

United States (the Army of the Republic of Vietnam)? To the

North Vietnamese army members? To Vietnamese civilians

who did not fight, but were in the middle of a war? (More

than 2 million Vietnamese people died in the war.)

• Ellsberg ultimately concludes, “It wasn’t that we were

on the wrong side; we were the wrong side.” In your view,

under what circumstances might it be justifiable for the

United States to protect its own interests by fighting wars on

other people’s land? What are the implications of current as-

sertions that we are fighting terrorists in Iraq or Afghanistan

so that we don’t have to fight them here, meaning on U.S.

soil? 

• What was your reaction to hearing President Nixon and

Henry Kissinger discuss bombing dikes (which would kill an

estimated 200,000 people) and the option of using a nu-

clear bomb? Are there ethical ways to conduct war? What

rules or ethics do you hope govern the actions of leaders

who represent you when they engage in war?

Daniel Ellsberg in Vietnam.

Photo courtesy of Daniel and Patricia Ellsberg
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the Legacy

• In your view, what is the legacy of

the government actions documented in

the Pentagon Papers? How have such

actions influenced democracy and trust

of government in the United States?

• Despite Ellsberg’s best efforts to

stop the bombing, President Nixon was

re-elected in a landslide, and the United

States went on to drop more than 1 mil-

lion tons of bombs on Vietnam before

Nixon resigned and the war ended. In

light of that, was Ellsberg successful?

What did his leaking of the Pentagon

Papers accomplish, both in the short run

and in the long term?

• While being interviewed by televi-

sion journalist Walter Cronkite, Ellsberg

says the lesson he took away from his

experience with the Pentagon Papers

was that “the people of this country

can’t afford to let the president run the country by himself

without the help of Congress, without the help of the public.”

How would you define the lesson or lessons of the Pentagon

Papers and the events surrounding their release to the pub-

lic? Do you see evidence that people have acted on that les-

son or those lessons since (and if so, when and how)?  Have

those lessons been lost in the four decades since the Penta-

gon Papers were released?

• Ellsberg acknowledges being part of a corporate cul-

ture that promoted secrecy, saying, “The fact is that secrets

can be held by men in government whose careers have been

spent learning how to keep their mouths shut.” In what ways

is this culture of secrecy related to the promulgation of con-

spiracy theories about government involvement in events

such as the Kennedy assassination, the appearance of crack

cocaine in communities of color or even 9/11? What might

be done to create a culture of transparency while still pro-

tecting information that is vital to national security?

• What lessons did you learn from this film that might

apply to more recent government actions related to the

Afghanistan and Iraq wars and other responses to the Sep-

tember 11, 2001 attacks?

Exercising Power

• What did you learn from the film about how social and

political change happens? 

• Ellsberg says, “We, as a people, do have the power to

change ourselves and history.” How do you see people ex-

ercising that type of power today? How do you think people

should be exercising that power?

• Ellsberg says that he came to realize that “I wasn’t dis-

charging my responsibilities to the country, the Constitution,

the public or the troops, by keeping those secrets which had

led to the escalation of the war.” What is the responsibility of

people in government service to “the country, the Constitu-

tion, the public [and] the troops,” or to you as a citizen?
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William Fulbright.

Photo courtesy of The Most Dangerous Man in America
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What do you want people in gov-

ernment to do when those re-

sponsibilities are in conflict with

one another or with directives

from their superiors? 

• At the end of the film, Ells-

berg says, “The courage we need

is not the courage, the fortitude to

be obedient in the service of an

unjust war, to help conceal lies, to

do our job by obeying a boss who

has usurped power and is acting

as an outlaw. It is the courage, at

last, to face, honestly, the truth

and the reality of what we are

doing in the world and act re-

sponsibly to change it.” As you

look at the world today, how

would you characterize what the

United States is “doing in the

world”? What might need to

change, and what might you do to

help change it?

media and Journalism

• What role or roles did media play in Ellsberg’s success

and/or lack of success in stopping the bombing and, ulti-

mately, the war in Vietnam? How do media actions then

compare to media war coverage now? 

• Max Frankel (New York Times Washington bureau chief

during the Pentagon Papers era) reflects on his newspaper’s

Supreme Court victory, saying, “The cry of national security

does not justify censorship in advance.” In your view, under

what circumstances do journalists have the right or respon-

sibility to reveal classified information and under what cir-

cumstances should they refrain from doing so? Under what

circumstances, if any, should they be prohibited from doing

so by the government or by law? 

• In your view, what would the effect on a free press have

been if the Supreme Court had ruled in favor of the Nixon

administration and prohibited newspapers from publishing

the Pentagon Papers, or if after publication The New York

Times had been prosecuted under the Espionage Act ? 

• In your view, would today’s major news media outlets

be likely to make public the type of classified documents

that The New York Times and other newspapers were

handed in 1971? Why or why not? 
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Walter Cronkite.

Photo courtesy of The Most Dangerous Man in America
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• Ellsberg quotes Henry David

Thoreau: “Cast your whole vote, not a

strip of paper merely, but your whole in-

fluence.” Gather an affinity group to dis-

cuss what that quote means. Then

brainstorm a list of concrete things you

could do to “cast your whole vote” and

choose one or two items from the list to

work on in the future.

• Work with local journalists to plan

an event around the 40th anniversary of

the publication of the Pentagon Papers

in 2011. Establish live or virtual discus-

sions of issues such as prior restraint, the

role of a free press in a democracy, the

balance between the need for national

security and the need for an informed

citizenry and/or changes in the way that

journalists cover war. 

• After screening the most danger-

ous man in america, hold a panel dis-

cussion that addresses how the nation

has and has not applied the lessons of

the Pentagon Papers (including what the

Pentagon Papers revealed about how

the U.S. government conducted both domestic and foreign

policy related to the war in Vietnam).  

• Convene a study group to use lessons from the Penta-

gon Papers (and the film) to look at the Patriot Act, paying

special attention to provisions that allow for government

surveillance and secrecy. Share your insights with your

elected officials and urge them to adopt legislation that re-

flects your views.

• Host a party to honor whistleblowers in your commu-

nity. 

Daniel and Patricia Ellsberg.

Photo courtesy of Daniel and Patricia Ellsberg
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FiLM-RELATED WEB siTEs

Original Online Content on 

POV interactive (www.pbs.org/pov) 

PoV’s The Most Dangerous Man in America 

companion website

www.pbs.org/pov/mostdangerousman  

The companion website to the most dangerous man in

america offers exclusive streaming video clips from the film

and a wealth of additional resources, including a Q-and-A

with Daniel Ellsberg and filmmakers Judith Ehrlich and Rick

Goldsmith (also available via podcast). There are ample op-

portunities for viewers to “talk back” and talk to each other

about the film, as well as the following special features:

• Background information on the Pentagon Papers;

• Live chat with the filmmakers and Daniel Ellsberg 

on Wednesday, Oct. 6, the day after the broadcast;

• Additional video and extended interviews with 

people featured in the film;

• Multimedia timeline: Learn about other famous 

whistleblowers.

fILm-rELatEd LInkS

The MosT DAngerous MAn in AMericA: 

DAniel ellsberg AnD The PenTAgon PAPers

www.mostdangerousman.org

The filmmakers’ website offers a trailer, information about

the film and links to press coverage. The filmmakers have

also partnered with the Zinn Education Project to create a

48-page teaching guide that includes 8 additional lesson

plans. This teaching guide can be downloaded on the 

website.

danIEL ELLSBErg

DAniEL ELLsBERg’s WEBsiTE

www.ellsberg.net

Daniel Ellsberg’s website contains biographical information,

links to articles by and about him, videos of media appear-

ances and commentary on issues such as government trans-

parency, defense and the WikiLeaks scandal.

BookS:

secreTs: A MeMoir of VieTnAM AnD The

 PenTAgon PAPers (New YOrk: VIkING, 2002)

Daniel Ellsberg’s memoir, which informed the most danger-

ous man in america, provides a fast-paced personal account

of his development from war advisor to peace activist and

the dramatic experiences that influenced it.

TesT of loyAlTy: DAniel ellsberg 

AnD The riTuAls of secreT goVernMenT 

(New YOrk: SImON & SChUSter, 1974)

Author Peter Schrag carefully reports on and analyzes

Daniel Ellsberg’s movement from the military industrial com-

plex to civil disobedience and the trial that questioned First

Amendment rights.

tHE PEntagon PaPErS

BEACOn PREss AnD ThE PEnTAgOn PAPERs

www.beacon.org/client/pentagonpapers.cfm

Beacon Press, the left-leaning independent publisher that

published the Gravel edition of The Pentagon Papers in 1961,

provides a history of the papers, reaction to their release and

related videos, audio files, documents and photos.
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What’s Your POV? 
Share your thoughts about The Most Dangerous Man in

America by posting a comment on the POV Blog

www.pbs.org/pov/blog or send an email to pbs@pov.org. 

http://www.beacon.org/client/pentagonpapers.cfm
http://www.ellsberg.net
http://www.mostdangerousman.org
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“ToP secreT: The bATTle for The 

PenTAgon PAPers.”

www.topsecretplay.org

the website for the play Top Secret: The Battle for the Pen-

tagon Papers, produced by the University of Southern Cali-

fornia, provides rich background information on ellsberg and

his accomplices, the documents, the courts and the admin-

istration.

bOOks:

The PenTAgon PAPers 

(NEW YORK: mCGRAW-hILL, 1993)

edited by Vietnam War historian George C. Herring, this vol-

ume is an abridged and annotated version of the original

Pentagon Papers that gathers the most important portions

of the documents, as identified by Herring. Herring also pro-

vides context by explaining the documents’ significance,

identifying key players and elucidating acronyms and other

jargon. A bibliography of works related to the Pentagon Pa-

pers is also included.

The DAy The Presses sToPPeD: 

A hisTory of The PenTAgon PAPers cAse

(BERKELEY: UNIVERSItY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS, 1996)

Constitutional law professor David Rudenstine presents a

gripping, intellectually rigorous account of the history of the

Pentagon Papers, from ellsberg’s leak to the Supreme Court

case and its impact on U.S. law. 

NEW YORK TIMES CO. V. UNITED STATES

CORnELL UniVERsiTY LAW sChOOL. 

“new york TiMes co. V. uniTeD sTATes.”

www.law.cornell.edu

this legal resource provides the Supreme Court’s opinions

on the case in HtmL and PDF format.

FinDLAW. 

“new york TiMes co. V. uniTeD sTATes.”

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com

the full text of the case is provided on this website.

FiRsT AMEnDMEnT CEnTER. 

“new york TiMes co. V. uniTeD sTATes.”

www.firstamendmentcenter.org

A dossier on the case includes audio recordings of oral ar-

guments and a bibliography of articles and other materials

about the case.

bOOks:

new york TiMes V. uniTeD sTATes: 

nATionAl securiTy AnD censorshiP (lAnDMArk

suPreMe courT cAses, golD eDiTion) 

(BERKELEY hEIGhtS, N.J.: ENSLOW PUBLIShERS, 2010)

this textbook-like account of the seminal case is intended

for students in grade six and above.

the first amenDment

FiRsT AMEnDMEnT CEnTER

www.firstamendmentcenter.org

the online home of the First Amendment Center, based at

Vanderbilt University in Nashville, tenn., and in Washington,

D.C., features research and news on First Amendment issues,

analysis by legal specialists, bibliographies, a library of legal

cases and related materials and links to dozens of organiza-

tions involved in First Amendment issues.

JOhn s. AnD JAMEs L. kniGhT FOUnDATiOn. “TEACh

ThE FiRsT AMEnDMEnT.”

www.teachfirstamendment.org

Administered by the John S. and James L. Knight Founda-

tion, this website provides resources for teachers seeking to

improve knowledge and understanding of the First Amend-

ment, including lesson plans and multimedia materials.
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ThE BiLL OF RiGhTs insTiTUTE

www.billofrightsinstitute.org

A nonprofit based in Virginia, the bill of Rights Institute de-

velops instructional materials and educational programs for

high school teachers and students. 

nATiOnAL COnsTiTUTiOn CEnTER

www.constitutioncenter.org

the user-friendly website of the National Constitution Cen-

ter, opened near the Liberty bell and Independence Hall in

Philadelphia in 2003, provides an interactive timeline, a

newswire of current stories, searchable databases of Con-

stitution text, coverage of Constitution-related issues and in-

formation about Supreme Court cases.

bOOks:

freeDoM for The ThoughT ThAT we hATe: 

A biogrAPhy of The firsT AMenDMenT

(NEW YORK: BASIC BOOKS, 2008)

Law professor and two-time Pulitzer Prize winner Anthony

Lewis explores some of the complications of upholding the

First Amendment, including issues related to libel law, pri-

vacy, obscenity, hate speech, artistic expression and pro-

tection of anonymous sources.

freeDoM of The Press: The firsT AMenDMenT:

iTs consTiTuTionAl hisTory AnD The 

conTeMPorAry DebATe (bill of righTs series)

(AmhERSt, N.Y.: PROmEthEUS BOOKS, 2008)

editor and legal scholar Garrett epps has gathered articles,

essays and case studies related to freedom of the press in

this volume, one in a series devoted to different aspects of

the amendments included in the bill of Rights. the book,

which examines both the history of freedom of the press and

the new challenges that may arise in the 21st century, in-

cludes writings ranging from historical essays by John mil-

ton, thomas Jefferson and John Stuart mill to contemporary

treatises by Potter Steward, Alexander meiklejohn and

Robert bork.

sPeAking freely: TriAls of The firsT 

AMenDMenT (NEW YORK: VIKING, 2005)

Attorney Floyd Abrams, a member of the legal team repre-

senting The New York Times in the Pentagon Papers case,

has fought for First Amendment rights for more than 30

years, including in such high-profile cases as journalist Ju-

dith miller’s 2005 C.I.A. leak case. In this book, he discusses

some of his most important cases, explaining his strategies

and the cases’ lasting importance.

the eLLsberg-russO triaL

The new york reView of books.

“DEFEnDinG ELLsBERG AnD RUssO.”

www.nybooks.com

In 1972, the New York Review of books published this letter

from Russo and ellsberg’s counsel, Stanley K. Sheinbaum,

pleading their case to the media and soliciting funds for their

legal expenses. Sheinbaum writes, “Daniel ellsberg and An-

thony Russo deserve better of the American people. they

have good legal counsel. their trial will be a crucial test of

the right of the people to know about illegal actions of gov-

ernment officials.”

bOOks:

The Zinn reADer: 

wriTings on DisobeDience AnD DeMocrAcy

(NEW YORK: SEVEN StORIES PRESS, 1997)

this volume of essays by famed historian of the United

States Howard Zinn includes “testifying at the ellsberg

trial,” about his experience as one of the “radical witnesses”

in the case. 

ranD COrPOratiOn

RAnD CORPORATiOn

www.rand.org

the nonprofit institution’s website offers information about

its history, leadership, structure and recent research.
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bOOk:

solDiers of reAson: The rAnD corPorATion

AnD The rise of The AMericAn eMPire (NEW

YORK: hOUGhtON mIFFLIN hARCOURt, 2008) 

Author Alex Abella, with the cooperation of the normally se-

cretive RAND Corporation, gives a thorough history of the

think tank, particularly its role in the Vietnam and Iraq Wars.

Also discussed are the development and pervasiveness of

rational choice theory and how much the RAND Corpora-

tion’s research and activities have affected Americans. 

LegaCy Of the PentagOn PaPers

GOVERnMEnT ACCOUnTABiLiTY PROJECT

www.whistleblower.org

A nonprofit founded in 1977, the Government Accountability

Project seeks to promote corporate and government ac-

countability by “protecting whistleblowers, advancing occu-

pational free speech and empowering citizen activists.” the

website offers information about food safety, homeland se-

curity and the environment, the organization’s recent activ-

ities and ways to support whistleblowers.

nATiOnAL WhisTLEBLOWERs CEnTER

www.whistleblowers.org/

the nonprofit, nonpartisan National Whistleblowers Center is

an advocacy organization that has supported whistleblow-

ers in court and before Congress since 1988, boasting victo-

ries in environmental protection, nuclear safety, government

ethics and corporate accountability. the website includes a

resource center on whistleblower rights, a speakers bureau

of experts and former whistleblowers and a national attor-

ney referral service run by the National Whistleblower Legal

Defense and Education Fund, a sister group that also pub-

lishes the Whistleblowers Protection blog [www.whistle-

blowersblog.org/].

UniTED sTATEs DEPARTMEnT OF LABOR. 

“ThE WhisTLEBLOWER PROTECTiOn PROGRAM.”

http://198.17.175.68/dep/oia/whistleblower

the Whistleblower Protection Program, located under the

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), out-

lines protections for whistleblowers. Publications available

on the website explain whistleblower protections in various

industries and methods for filing a complaint with OSHA in

the case of a violation.

bOOks:

whisTleblowers: 

broken liVes AnD orgAniZATionAl Power

(IthACA, N.Y.: CORNELL UNIVERSItY PRESS, 2001)

Author C. Fred Alford, a professor of government at the Uni-

versity of maryland, examines what happens to whistle-

blowers after they come forth with their allegations.

Speaking with dozens of whistleblowers and their families,

lawyers and therapists, he finds that ultimately few are ac-

tually viewed as heroes or martyrs, few effect lasting change

and many find themselves isolated as a result.

whisTleblowers: exPosing corruPTion 

in goVernMenT AnD inDusTry

(NEW YORK: BASIC BOOKS, 1989)

Husband and wife team myron Peretz Glazer and Penina

migdal Glazer, professors of sociology and anthropology and

history, respectively, tell the stories of 64 whistleblowers,

from the high-profile, such as Daniel ellsberg and Frank Ser-

pico, who exposed police corruption, to the little known.

based on extensive research and interviews, the book de-

scribes not only the whistleblowers’ conviction and devo-

tion, but also the retaliation some of them face.
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from Pbs/nPr 

Pbs

PoV. “REGARDinG WAR.”

www.pbs.org

On POV’s Regarding War blog, soldiers, veterans and jour-

nalists share their stories from Afghanistan, Iraq and other

war zones. the blog features personal stories and opinions

from those who have first-hand knowledge of past and cur-

rent conflicts. those at home directly affected by a family

member serving in the military also contribute. the blog is

intended to serve as a place where ideas are exchanged and

experiences are related in an effort to gain better under-

standing of the realities and effects of war. Visitors to the

site are invited to share their thoughts, raise questions and

join the conversation by leaving comments on the posts.

PoV. “RE: ViETnAM: sTORiEs sinCE ThE WAR.”

www.pbs.org

this now-archived website was originally designed as a

gathering place for personal stories and a forum for dialogue

about the Vietnam War’s legacy.

PoV. “ThE CAMDEn 28.”

www.pbs.org

How far would you go to stop a war? the Camden 28, which

aired on POV in 2007, recalls a 1971 raid on a Camden, N.J.

draft board office by Catholic Left activists protesting the

Vietnam War. Arrested at the site in a clearly planned sting,

the protesters included four Catholic priests, a Lutheran min-

ister and 23 others. the Camden 28 reveals the story behind

the arrests — a provocative tale of government intrigue and

personal betrayal — and also covers the ensuing legal battle,

which Supreme Court Justice William brennan called “one

of the great trials of the 20th century.” thirty-five years later,

the participants take stock of the motives, fears and cost of

their activism — and its relevance to the United States today.

(September 11, 2007)

PBs. “The sixTies: 

The yeArs ThAT shAPeD A generATion.”

www.pbs.org

the years of the 1960s shaped a generation and sculpted a

political landscape, and their influence can still be felt today.

the story of the 1960s is illuminated with images of freedom

protests, atom bombs, flower power and a nation divided by

war. On the program’s website, read a chat with Daniel ells-

berg about that tumultuous decade.

PoV. “regreT To inforM.”

www.pbs.org

In this Academy Award nominated film, which aired in 2000,

filmmaker barbara Sonneborn is compelled to make a brave

pilgrimage to the remote Vietnamese countryside where her

husband died. She explores the meaning of war and loss on

a human level and weaves interviews with Vietnamese and

American widows into a vivid testament to the chilling

legacy of war. these stories are stirring reminders that bat-

tle scars are life-long, but that shared sorrow can inspire

healing and reconciliation. (January 4, 2000)

AMericAn exPerience. 

“VieTnAM: A TeleVision hisTory.”

www.pbs.org

When this 13-part series first aired on PbS in 1983, it was a

seminal television event. the series was edited to 11 hours

and rebroadcast in 1997. It won television’s top awards, in-

cluding the Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Award,

whose jurors noted, “these 13 hours of spellbinding, journal-

istically exemplary television have deservedly been called a

landmark in American broadcast journalism and the most

important and most compelling documentary series ever

made. the power and importance of this series will endure.” 

AMericAn exPerience. “Two DAys in ocTober.”

www.pbs.org

based on the book They Marched Into Sunlight by Pulitzer

Prize-winning journalist David maraniss, this film tells the

story of two turbulent days in October 1967 when history

turned a corner as 61 men were killed in Vietnam and at the

same time a student protest on an American university cam-

pus turned violent.
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PBs. “The gooD wAr AnD Those 

who refuseD To fighT iT.”

www.pbs.org

American pacifism was part of the political dynamic during

World War II, when 40,000 Americans refused to shoulder

weapons. this site covers the history of American conscien-

tious objectors.

AMericAn exPerience. “EMMA GOLDMAn.”

www.pbs.org

Feared as a sponsor of anarchy and revolution, emma Gold-

man was vilified in the press as “Red emma,” “Queen of the

Anarchists” and “the most dangerous woman in America.”

Goldman was also an outspoken opponent of U.S. involve-

ment in World War I and was arrested and imprisoned for

demonstrating against the draft.

PBs. “BATTLEFiELD ViETnAM.”

www.pbs.org

this site offers an overview of the war, as well as a timeline

of events and in-depth explorations of guerrilla tactics and

the air war.

fronTline. “GiVE WAR A ChAnCE: 

LEssOns OF ViETnAM.”

www.pbs.org

Frontline producer Rick Young interviews major H.R. mc-

master, author of Dereliction of Duty: Lyndon Johnson,

Robert McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Lies That

Led to Vietnam. 

OnLinE newshour. “REMEMBERinG ViETnAM.”

www.pbs.org

this special report commemorates the 25th anniversary of

the end of the Vietnam War with links to Online NewsHour

articles and interviews about Vietnam.

PBs. “PETE PETERsOn: AssiGnMEnT hAnOi.”

www.pbs.org

this companion site to a film that chronicles a former pris-

oner of war’s return to Vietnam as U.S. Ambassador also fea-

tures tips for filming in Vietnam.

fronTlinE WORLD. “ViETnAM: LOOkinG FOR hOME.”

www.pbs.org

Journalist Nguyen Qui Duc returns to Vietnam looking “for

home, for a bit of myself, for a country that always exists in

my memory.”

OnLinE newshour. “U.s.-ViETnAM RELATiOns.”

www.pbs.org

this online report features extensive articles and interviews

about the state of U.S.-Vietnam relations.

now. “A hisTORY OF DissEnT.”

www.pbs.org/now/politics/protest.html

the First Amendment reads, “Congress shall make no law . .

. abridging the freedom of speech or of the press; or the

right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition

the government for redress of grievances.” Activists have

developed many different means of expressing dissent over

the years. this website discusses some of the most power-

ful examples of protest in the United States.

nPr

nPR. “FOREiGn POLiCY: 

hOW WikiLEAks CAn BE UsED FOR GOOD.”

www.npr.org

Charli Carpenter, associate professor of political science at

the University of massachusetts Amherst, argues that Wik-

iLeaks, and whistleblowing in general, “have enormous po-

tential to save civilian lives in conflict zones — if standards

can be created to use them properly.” (August 13, 2010)

TAlk of The nATion. 

“ThE VALUE AnD COnsEqUEnCEs OF LEAks.”

www.npr.org

WikiLeaks released more than 90,000 classified military

documents that detail six years of the war in Afghanistan

and paint a bleak picture of the conflict. Leak supporters say

the release promotes democracy and open discussion. but

critics argue it could threaten national security. Daniel ells-

berg and former C.I.A. spokesman bill Harlow are featured.

(July 26, 2010)
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All Things consiDereD. “ ‘TOP sECRET’: 

ThE POWER AnD sTRUGGLE OF ThE PREss.”

www.npr.org

Almost 40 years ago, the battle over the Pentagon Papers

pitted national security against the freedom of the press.

Now a play, Top Secret: The Battle for the Pentagon Papers,

has opened off broadway in New York. (march 15, 2010)

TAlk of The nATion. 

“ ‘DAnGEROUs MAn’ DAniEL ELLsBERG REFLECTs”

www.npr.org

Daniel ellsberg speaks with Neal Conan about the leaking of

the Pentagon Papers and the making of the film. (February

18, 2010)

nPR. “LOOkinG AGAin AT AMERiCA’s 

‘MOsT DAnGEROUs MAn.’ ”

www.npr.org

most people who recognize the name Daniel ellsberg re-

member that he’s the Department of Defense insider who

turned against the Vietnam War and in 1971 leaked the Pen-

tagon Papers to The New York Times. but who knew ells-

berg was once so pro-war that, despite being a civilian, he

actually donned a uniform and led patrols into the Viet-

namese jungle? (February 4, 2010)
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Produced by American Documentary, Inc.

and beginning its 23rd season on PbS in

2010, the award-winning POV series is the

longest-running showcase on American television to feature the

work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers. Air-

ing June through September, with primetime specials during the

year, POV has brought more than 300 acclaimed documentaries

to millions nationwide and has a Webby Award-winning online

series, POV's Borders. Since 1988, POV has pioneered the art of

presentation and outreach using independent nonfiction media

to build new communities in conversation about today's most

pressing social issues. more information is available at

www.pbs.org/pov.

PoV interactive www.pbs.org/pov

POV’s award-winning Web department produces special fea-

tures for every POV presentation, extending the life of our films

through filmmaker interviews, story updates, podcasts, stream-

ing video and community-based and educational content that

involves viewers in activities and feedback. POV Interactive also

produces our Web-only showcase for interactive storytelling,

POV’s Borders. In addition, the POV Blog is a gathering place for

documentary fans and filmmakers to discuss and debate their

favorite films, get the latest news and link to further resources.

the POV website, blog and film archives form a unique and ex-

tensive online resource for documentary storytelling. 

POV Community Engagement and Education 

POV works with local PbS stations, educators and community

organizations to present free screenings and discussion events

to inspire and engage communities in vital conversations about

our world. As a leading provider of quality nonfiction program-

ming for use in public life, POV offers an extensive menu of re-

sources, including free discussion guides and curriculum-based

lesson plans. In addition, POV’s Youth Views works with youth

organizers and students to provide them with resources and

training so they may use independent documentaries as a cata-

lyst for social change.

major funding for POV is provided by PbS, the John D. and

Catherine t. macArthur Foundation, National endowment for

the Arts, the educational Foundation of America, New York

State Council on the Arts, New York City Department of Cultural

Affairs, the Fledgling Fund, FACt and public television viewers.

Funding for POV's Diverse Voices Project is provided by the

Corporation for Public broadcasting, the Andy Warhol Foun-

dation for the Visual Arts, and the Rockefeller brothers Fund.

Special support provided by the Academy of motion Picture

Arts and Sciences. POV is presented by a consortium of public

television stations, including KCet Los Angeles, WGbH boston

and tHIRteeN in association with WNet.ORG. 

American Documentary, inc.  www.amdoc.org

American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company

dedicated to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary

stories that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in

mainstream media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public

 culture, developing collaborative strategic engagement activi-

ties around socially relevant content on television, online and in

community settings. these activities are designed to trigger

 action, from dialogue and feedback to educational opportuni-

ties and community participation. Simon Kilmurry is executive

director of American Documentary | POV; Cynthia Lopez is

 executive vice president.
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