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NARRATOR

00.06
A REFUGEE FROM NAZI GERMANY, THE SCIENTIST RATHER LIKED LIFE IN AMERICA.  


BUT IN JUNE 1945 HE DROVE HIS BUICK TO MEET A CONTACT FROM SOVIET INTELLIGENCE. THE INFORMATION HE HANDED OVER, HELPED THE SOVIETS BUILD THEIR VERSION OF THE ATOMIC BOMB.




00.28
IGOR PRELIN

It’s not only us at the KGB but also American intelligence sources….who say that obtaining the secrets of the atomic bomb from the United States is the greatest intelligence coup of all the time.  

00.49  Series Titles____/
RED FILES

            Subtitle_______/
Secret Victories

01.22  Bus & Campus



NARRATOR

01.24

TIME AND AGAIN SOVIET SPIES HAD PENETRATED WESTERN SECURITY.

01.33

BUT THAT SUMMER THEIR MOST IMPORTANT  OPERATION WAS NOT RUNNING  SMOOTHLY.   

            MS
SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 



There were several attempts to have a meeting, and she had to come to the place several times. 



NARRATOR

01.46

THE YOUNG WOMAN ON THE BUS WAS WORKING FOR SOVIET INTELLIGENCE. 

           MS 
ANATOLY SUDOPLATOV
She was just a courier, whose job was to take the information from the agent eh, who was not identified to her.



NARRATOR

02.06   b/w still
AN AMERICAN COMMUNIST, LONA COHEN HAD ENTERED THE WILDERNESS OF MIRRORS THAT IS THE WORLD OF ESPIONAGE. 

02.15   b/w footage
HER TARGET WAS THE TOP SECRET MILITARY INSTALLATION AT LOS ALAMOS– BIRTHPLACE OF THE ATOMIC BOMB.

02.30
JOHN RHOADES 


Security at Los Alamos was very tight. Passes were restricted. Los Alamos as a name didn’t exist.  It was BOX 1663. On people’s birth certificates it said, baby born BOX 1663. No word of Los Alamos could be used outside. Letters were censored, they would arrive with big holes cut out of them. It was very, very tight security here.


NARRATOR

03.01  atomic bomb
NICKNAMED FAT MAN, THE FIRST ATOMIC BOMB WAS THE MOST POWERFUL WEAPON THE WORLD HAD EVER SEEN AND THE GREATEST MILITARY SECRET EVER. ITS CODENAME WAS THE MANHATTAN  PROJECT.   
BUT RIGHT FROM THE START, MANHATTAN HAD BEEN COMPLETELY INFILTRATED BY SOVIET INTELLIGENCE. 


ANATOLY SUDOPLATOV 


There were twenty-nine sources in Los Alamos in the American eh, eh, nuclear center.



Interviewer


Twenty-nine?

           b/w footage
ANATOLY SUDOPLATOV 


Twenty-nine sources, smuggle, eh, channeling information to the Soviet Union….. 

03.28      A-bomb________/Count down………… 



BANG!!!!!!!!!! 



NARRATOR

03.50

IN MOSCOW FOREIGNERS WHO SUPPORTED THE SOVIET UNION WERE KNOWN AS “FELLOW TRAVELLERS”.  



VLADIMIR SEMICHASTNY 



They believed in this country, this ideology.  They found the ideals and goals of our society attractive and that’s why they decided to help us and to help us without payment.



NARRATOR

 04.18  Moscow GV’s
THESE FELLOW TRAVELLERS SAW MOSCOW AS THEIR IDEOLOGICAL HOME  AND SOME WERE WILLING TO DEDICATE THEIR LIVES TO SPYING FOR THE KGB. 



NARRATOR

04.31

THIS APARTMENT BELONGED TO THE FAMOUS BRITISH SPY, KIM PHILBY THE SECRET VICTORIES OF THE KGB OFTEN DEPENDED ON FOREIGNERS LIKE PHILBY, WHO WAS RECRUITED WHEN HE WAS STILL A UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE.  NOTHING EVER  SHOOK HIS DEVOTION TO THE PARTY

            MS

RUFINA PHILBY
What he said that um, in your life you choose the one side, of the road, to go.  It’s possible that it’s could been the wrong side, but anyway you follow your side to the end.



NARRATOR

05.13
 
ONE OF PHILBY’S FRIENDS WAS THE DUTCH BORN GEORGE BLAKE, WHOSE COMMUNIST BELIEFS LED HIM TO BETRAY BRITAIN, HIS ADOPTED COUNTRY. 


            G Blake enters
GEORGE BLAKE 

            house
I justified it in my mind by believing that I was helping, in a small way, in building a new society....


But I think it is never wrong to give your life or, to a noble ideal, and to a noble experiment, even if it didn’t succeed.  


NARRATOR

05.52  b/w footage
THE NOBLE EXPERIMENT WITH COMMUNISM STARTED IN 1917 WITH THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION.
05.59
THIS IS ALSO WHEN THE STORY OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE BEGINS.

06.06
THE LEADER OF THE REVOLUTION WAS VLADIMIR ILYICH LENIN. ONE OF HIS FIRST ACTS WAS TO CREATE THE FORERUNNER OF THE KGB. 

06.17
IGOR PRELIN 


The Cheka was created by Lenin on 20 December 1917. Its full name was “All Russia Extraordinary Commission for the Struggle Against Counter-Revolution and Sabotage.”

NARRATOR

06.33
THE CHEKA USED THE THREAT FROM FOREIGN SPIES AND THE FEAR OF SABATEURS TO JUSTIFY EVER TIGHTER CONTROLS ON THE CITIZEN. HOUSE-TO-HOUSE SEARCHES, ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND SHOW TRIALS SOON FOLLOWED. 

06.55   Moscow GV’s
SOVIET CITIZENS LEARNED TO DREAD A TRIP TO THE LUBYANKA, THE NEW HEADQUARTERS OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE.   

 
ITS TERRIFYING DIRECTOR, FELIX DZERSHINSKY PIONEERED NEW INTERROGATION TECHNIQUES.  

07.15
ONCE IN HIS CELLS ALMOST EVERYONE CONFESSED – INNOCENT AND GUILTY ALIKE.


NARRATOR cont…

07.34   b/w footage
TO MANY THE LUBYANKA WAS THE LAST STOP BEFORE THE FIRING SQUAD OR THE LONG MARCH TO THE PRISON CAMPS WHERE MILLIONS SERVED AS SLAVE LABOR FOR THE SOVIET SYSTEM.

MAJOR 
Half a million people in the KGB were primarily spying on Russians.  If you put together the border guards and the regular second chief directorate and the fifth directorate, and the surveillance directorate, and the wire tap directorate, the numbers reach half a million people; only 10,000 were on their foreign espionage network ……


NARRATOR

07.55   1930’s footage
IT WAS NOT EASY FOR SOVIET INTELLIGENCE TO OPERATE ABROAD, BECAUSE FOREIGN ESPIONAGE ORGANISATIONS ASSUMED THAT ALL SOVIET CITIZENS WERE POTENTIAL SPIES.  SO THE SOVIETS HAD TO LOOK OUT FOR SYMPATHETIC FOREIGNERS. 

08.11
SHORTLY BEFORE HE DIED IN A MOSCOW HOSPITAL, THE KGB INTERVIEWED ONE OF THEM FOR HISTORICAL PURPOSES.

 







08.20
AN AMERICAN WHO SPIED FOR THE KGB, MUCH OF MORRIS COHEN’S  CAREER IS STILL SECRET.






08.29   KGB interview
MORRIS COHEN




You asked about these meetings, I told you that we had to go to Japan.


NARRATOR

08.35
AND THE KGB INTERVIEWER WANTED HIS SECRETS TO STAY SECRET. 


MORRIS COHEN




You asked about these meetings, I told you that we had to go to Japan.  I’m not sure now whether to speak about Japan at all 

            KGB Interview
INTERVIEWER

No.

PETER (Morris Cohen)

Because it didn’t involved not eh,

INTERVIEWER

No, leave it alone.

PETER

All right.

INTERVIEWER

Leave it alone.





PETER

Yes.


NARRATOR

08.50
MORRIS COHEN WAS BORN IN NEW YORK.

08.56
HE USED TO SAY THE UNEMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY HE SAW IN THE GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE 1930’S WAS HIS POLITICAL EDUCATION.




09.08   b/w footage
DAVID MAJOR



This is the era of the Depression. Everything about the West was put in question. Everything. From our values to our economy, people were looking for answers. Answers to problems that they couldn’t solve…

09.23
JACK BJOZE 


Morris was a communist.  He was a member of the Communist Party before, before he left for Spain.


NARRATOR

09.38   Spanish war
IN SPAIN, THE FASCIST GENERAL FRANCO 

             b/w footage 
HAD LED A MILITARY UPRISING AGAINST THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC IN MADRID. FRANCO WAS BACKED BY MUSSOLINI AND HITLER. 



NARRATOR cont…

09.54
UNTIL 1936 THE WORLD HAD NEVER SEEN THE INDISCRIMINATE BOMBING OF UNARMED CIVILIANS. IT CONVINCED MANY, LIKE MORRIS COHEN, THAT FASCISM HAD TO BE RESISTED AT ALL COSTS.    


10.08
MAJOR  



Morris becomes involved in the Abraham Lincoln brigade.  He goes to Spain, he fights against Franco ….
10.17   Communist  song/“Cameraden…..”


NARRATOR

10.22   Sabotage school
A GERMAN SOCIALIST SONG CELEBRATES THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES – THE FOREIGN “COMRADES”, WHO VOLUNTEERED TO FIGHT IN THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR.

10.33
UNLIKE MOST DEMOCRACIES, RUSSIA SIDED WITH THE REPUBLIC AGAINST FRANCO AND HIS FASCIST ALLIES.




10.48   Mix of MS &
GEORGE BLAKE 

            b/w footage
Morris told me an interesting story how they marched through the mountains to the point where they crossed the Spanish frontier and there, before their eyes, spread Spain and …. they stood there and they all sang the “Internationale” and that was a very moving moment in their lives.

11.23
JACK BJOZE 



I met Morris Cohen during the Spanish civil war. Morris was wounded and we were recruited to train in guerrilla warfare.



NARRATOR 

11.43

THIS IS WHEN MORRIS COHEN WAS RECRUITED BY SOVIET INTELLIGENCE.      


SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 


Morris said he got initial intelligence training in 

               MS
Spain.  And then he came back to the United State just to join New York Residentura. 


NARRATOR

12.02      GV’s 
BACK IN NEW YORK, MORRIS COHEN’S CONTROLLERS FOUND HIM A JOB AT THE SOVIET TRADE MISSION.  IT WAS A FRONT. MORRIS COHEN WAS BUSY RECRUITING AMERICANS FOR SOVIET INTELLIGENCE. 







12.16
MAJOR 


Almost all of the people that became Russian agents, during the late ‘30s and then through the War years, were in fact members of the American Communist Party .

12.27

LOU BENSON 

           MS +

There are at least, say hundred twenty five 

           b/w footage
Americans, who were Soviet Agents.


CECIL PHILIPS: 



But there were another 100 names that look like, 100 cover names that look like they might be Americans who were never identified.


NARRATOR

12.47  b/w stills
MORRIS COHEN’S FUTURE WIFE WAS A 

           Morris & Lona
WORKING CLASS CATHOLIC  OF POLISH EXTRACTION.


GEORGE BLAKE


Lona was a member of the communist party and they met at a party meeting.  And then he asked her to come and cup coffee with him, and he liked her very much and she liked him, and eh, he thought that she would be a suitable wife who would eh, agree with his views and his activity. 

13.12   MS
SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 


She told me that it was both a love marriage and spy marriage at the same time. That he was recruiting her almost simultaneously to be his wife and to join the spy ring.  


NARRATOR

13.30 Mix of stills 
SOON THE COHENS BECAME FAMILIAR WITH

           & zoo shots
THE SPY’S TRADE CRAFT. THEY WOULD MAKE SECRET RENDEZ-VOUS AT THE BRONX ZOO. THERE THEY MET THEIR SOVIET CONTROLLERS AND WERE BRIEFED ON THEIR NEXT ASSIGNMENTS. 
13.45

LOU BENSON 

            MS & b/w
The KGB and GRU had a great interest in, in what 

            footage industry
might be called industrial espionage Things like automobiles, automobile engines, synthetic rubber processes, petroleum refining processes, and however, in a more, much more secret area of course, er the development of American military aircraft.


NARRATOR

14.11
WITH THE OUTBREAK OF WORLD WAR TWO LONA WAS WORKING AT AN AIRPLANE FACTORY.  SHE HELPED STEAL BLUEPRINTS AND WEAPONS COMPONENTS FOR THE SOVIETS.  
LONA  WAS BEGINNING TO PLAY A MORE PROMINENT ROLE IN THE HUSBAND AND WIFE SPY TEAM.

14.26   MS
GEORGE BLAKE 


Who was the assistant and who was the main eh, actor, eh (laughs) it was a bit more difficult to decide, because she’s a very, very resolute woman em, eh, very determined eh, and he was a rather retiring person. 


NARRATOR

14.44   GV’s
AS AMERICA JOINED THE WAR LONA COHEN CAME INTO HER OWN. MORRIS HAD BEEN  DRAFTED INTO THE ARMY AS A COOK SO LONA WAS FREE TO ACT AS A COURIER FOR SOVIET INTELLIGENCE, CRISS CROSSING   THE CONTINENTAL USA BY RAILROAD.


NARRATOR cont…

15.00   b/w train footage
BY NOW THE SOVIETS HAD CAUGHT WIND OF PLANS TO BUILD AN ATOMIC BOMB AT LOS ALAMOS.


15.11    Moscow shots
MOSCOW CODENAMED ITS EFFORT TO PENETRATE LOS ALAMOS “OPERATION ENORMOUS”.



 

15.19
ANATOLY SUDOPLATOV 


This was a huge national priority. The special group was set up in the Soviet intelligence directorate, headed by my father, to analyze all the 

              MS
materials that were relating to the possibility of the use of super weapons, both by the Germans and by our allies.


NARRATOR

15.47
THE SOVIET INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS, WHO TARGETED LOS ALAMOS KNEW THAT THE AMERICANS HAD AN ACHILLES HEEL.  
IT WAS THE YOUTHFUL IDEALISM OF THE BRILLIANT YOUNG SCIENTISTS, MANY OF THEM FOREIGNERS, WHO WERE ASSEMBLED THERE. 

16.02   MS + footage
JOHN RHOADES 

             of scientists
Remember numbers of these had seen fascism up close and were afraid of it. The Spanish civil war was an example of that and so communism was quite attractive. Robert Oppenheimer the director of the project had leftist leanings.  One of his early girlfriends was a communist. His brother had married a communist. 


NARRATOR


16.24
NOT ALL WERE COMMUNISTS. MANY BELIEVED ALL SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE SHOULD BELONG TO ALL MANKIND.

16.30
OTHERS PERCEIVED A THREAT TO WORLD PEACE IF ONLY THE U.S. AND BRITAIN HAD THE ATOMIC BOMB.  THEY ALL HAD THEIR OWN REASONS FOR FEEDING INFORMATION TO THE SOVIETS.

16.42   MS
ANATOLY SUDOPLATOV 


Well this is the document signed by my father…. it’s the numeration of thirty-three scientific reports that were channeled to the administration of the atomic.project.


NARRATOR

16.55   GV’s Moscow
ALL THE SECRET MATERIALS ON THE BOMB

            house
CAME TO THIS HOUSE ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF MOSCOW.  

17.04
HERE RUSSIA’S TOP ATOM SCIENTIST WAS RACING TO DESIGN A BOMB FOR THE SOVIET UNION. THANKS TO RUSSIAN SPIES AND FOREIGN TRAITORS A STEADY STREAM OF STOLEN RESEARCH WAS FINDING ITS WAY TO THE DESK OF ACADEMICIAN IGOR KURCHATOV.


17.23   GV’s science lab
WITH CLASSIFIED INFORMATION FROM THE

            + stills
MANHATTAN PROJECT, KURCHATOV AND HIS SCIENTISTS WERE TO SAVE THE SOVIETS BILLIONS OF ROUBLES AND YEARS OF TIME.

            MS
ANATOLY SUDOPLATOV 


All this is coming both from Los Alamos and from Britain, where the Soviet Union had its trusted agents who were operating for several years.


NARRATOR

17.50
THE MOST VALUABLE SOURCE OF INFORMATION WAS ALSO ONE OF THE MOST BRILLIANT PHYSICISTS WORKING ON THE MANHATTAN PROJECT.


18.00   b/w still
HIS NAME WAS KLAUS FUCHS. 
18.10   black myria car
ALEXANDER FEKLISOV 


Practically, he gave all information about the first

            MS
uranium bomb and plutonium bomb.  He gave the whole theoretical basis. 


NARRATOR

18.26  pan of office
THEN, SUDDENLY THE KGB LOST CONTACT WITH FUCHS.  THE FLOW OF INFORMATION STOPPED. THE SOVIET ATOMIC BOMB PROGRAM WAS IN TROUBLE. AND ON ACADEMICIAN KURCHATOV’S DESK THE PHONES STOPPED RINGING.    


NARRATOR

18.47    GV’s diner
WITH NO TIME TO WASTE, TWO RUSSIAN SPIES MET AN AMERICAN AGENT IN A NEW YORK DINER. 


ALEXANDER FEKLISOV 


I didn’t know anything about Lona Cohen, and eh, only they showed me her picture 


NARRATOR

19.05
THEY NEEDED LONA COHEN FOR A VITAL MISSION.

19.10
ALEXANDER FEKLISOV


Lona was sitting in the middle and she was very nervous. 


NARRATOR 

19.18
HE GAVE THE SIGNAL THAT SHE HAD NOT BEEN FOLLOWED.

19.22
ALEXANDER FEKLISOV 


I gave sign that everything was clear, I just took off my hat.


NARRATOR

19.31
SO LONA COHEN MADE THE TRIP TO NEW MEXICO. 

19.40   New Mexico shots
ONE SUNDAY SHE STOOD ON THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, WAITING FOR THE CONTACT TO SHOW. THE SET TIME WAS EARLY MORNING WHEN FEW PEOPLE WERE ABOUT.

19.50

SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA



Finally she saw a very young man and she just said that he was very tall and very young.


NARRATOR

20.00
THE MAN SHE MET WAS A BRILLIANT YOUNG PHYSICIST, CALLED TED HALL.

20.05   Mix of MS & 
DAVID MAJOR

            footage of bomb
Ted Hall, was a senior physics student at Harvard and he decides for his senior project he’s going down and build the atomic bomb. I mean you know this – what did you do on your senior sabbatical?  And he goes down there and My God his job is to be right involved with building the implosion device for an atomic bomb. What is remarkable about Ted Hall - at nineteen years old he decides that the United States, if they win the war, will become fascist.  And so to prevent that he decides that he’s going to give the atomic bomb to Russia to stop the United States becoming fascist.  I wonder who he asked!



NARRATOR

20.49   Railroad shots
AFTER THE PICK UP ON THE CAMPUS, LONA COHEN HURRIED TO THE RAILROAD STATION.
IT WAS WARTIME AND MILITARY POLICEMEN WERE EVERYWHERE.

21.02
JACK BJOZE 


Security was very tight. The security officer came to her to examine her luggage; she had a small suitcase, a handbag, and a box of Kleenex. 


NARRATOR

21.20
LONA HAD HIDDEN THE STOLEN SECRETS UNDER PAPER TISSUES IN THE BOTTOM OF THE KLEENEX BOX. 

21.26
SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 


She just handed this box to the policeman and then she started looking into her bag for the ticket.

21.34
JACK BJOZE 


The suitcase was finally opened, her handbag was searched, and she boarded the train. 

21.45
SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 



And only then did she remember that she left the Kleenex box 

21.50
JACK BJOZE 


In comes security guard and hands her the Kleenex box


SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 



and said ‘ma’am you have your box behind’.



NARRATOR

22.02   train shots
SOVIET INTELLIGENCE HAS NEVER REVEALED EXACTLY WHAT LONA COHEN HID IN THE KLEENEX BOX.  [PAUSE]

22.10

HER CASE OFFICER WOULD LATER SAY IT WOULD HAVE SENT HER TO THE ELECTRIC CHAIR.  


22.17

ANATOLY SUDOPLATOV 


According to our archives, the Soviet intelligence eh, reported around three hundred documents, the reports of key American scientists who were involved in the project.


NARRATOR

22.37
THANKS IN PART TO LONA COHEN THE PICTURE WAS NOW COMPLETE.   
THE SOVIETS KNEW EVERYTHING THEY NEEDED TO DETONTATE A BOMB OF THEIR OWN.

            Atomic explosion
BANG!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
23.05   
JOHN RHOADES 


The bomb that the Soviets detonated in 1949 was an exact copy of the bomb that’s sitting right behind me now.

23.26
ALEXANDER FEKLISOV 


When Soviet atom bomb on 29th August 1949 was exploded, Stalin said that…..You know if we were late about year and a half, about two years, we would feel, feel American atom bomb on our shoulders.

23.52
JOHN RHOADES


So that espionage effort, shortened that period of time, that allowed them to become the world power that Stalin wanted them to be.


NARRATOR

24.00   GV’s
THE COLD WAR HAD ENTERED A COMPLETELY NEW PHASE.

24.14
AT FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON THE HUNT WAS ON FOR THE ATOM TRAITORS.  



24.22   MS
MAJOR


Let me tell you this, Venona was one of the deepest secrets inside the FBI.  I worked on the Venona project, and I thought it would never become public. It was a real secret.


NARRATOR


24.34
THE FBI HAD BEEN COLLATING SOVIET CABLES WIRED FROM THE USA TO THE USSR. 

24.41
CECIL PHILIPS 


The soviet cables looked exactly like an ordinary telegram except that instead of being in plain text, the message was enciphered in 5, 5-letter groups as a matter of fact.


NARRATOR

24.54   CU shots 
THE VENONA PROGRAM AIMED TO DECODE

             typewriter
THE CABLES AND UNCOVER THE SPIES. THOUSANDS OF SECRET CABLES HAD BEEN FED INTO DECRYPTING MACHINES BEFORE THE LATE CECIL PHILLIPS MADE THE CRUCIAL BREAKTHROUGH.

25.08
CECIL PHILIPS


In 1944, I found an indicator in the KGB messages which allowed us for the first time to solve something that was of interest.



LOU BENSON 



In one set of messages, he found that there appeared to be too many sixes.  If these were truly random numbers, one tenth of the numbers in these groups should have been sixes. 

NARRATOR

25.30  Machine Parts
SLOWLY VENONA BEGAN TO YIELD ITS SECRETS. TO DISGUISE THE TRUE IDENTITY OF THEIR SOURCES, THE SOVIETS USED CODE NAMES LIKE HOMER, RAYMOND AND CHARLES. 

            MS

LOU BENSON




As other messages were studied it became apparent that the cover name Charl’z was a Soviet Agent and the cover name Charl’z was Klaus Fuchs. 

25.58
ROBERT LAMPHERE 


Fuchs had been on the wanted list of the Gestapo and he found that the communist party was doing more against the Nazi’s than anyone else, and he

             MS
became an active member of the communist party of Germany, and that put him on the wanted list for the Gestapo.


NARRATOR

26.16    GV’s London
IN ENGLAND, FUCHS WAS ARRESTED AND CONFESSED. THE IDENTIFICATION OF FUCHS WAS VENONA’S FIRST MAJOR INTELLIGENCE COUP. 


NARRATOR

26.34
YET THROUGHOUT THE VENONA INVESTIGATION, THE KGB HAD A DOUBLE AGENT WORKING INSIDE THE BRITISH EMBASSY.


26.39
ROBERT LAMPHERE 


He was an up and coming star in MI6 and might someday be the head of MI6, and his name was Kim Philby.


NARRATOR

26.49

THE RISING STAR OF BRITISH INTELLIGENCE WAS A COVERT COMMUNIST, WORKING SECRETLY FOR THE SOVIETS.

26.55
DAVID MAJOR  


Kim Philby had come to the United States in October of 1949 specifically to help exploit the intelligence we were getting through Venona ….. 

             GV’s building
Philby was provided an office in the FBI Headquarters to look at the Venona material……

27.16   MS & Corridor
CECIL PHILIPS

            shots
Philby’s access to Venona meant he would have been able to monitor the progress exact progress of breaking out names and identifying people as spies.

27.25
MAJOR 


Well it was the best of all worlds, and the worst of all worlds.  If they have this intelligence, if they now know what we know about their operations, they have to decide which of their agents do they exfiltrate, which one do they break contact with…. 


NARRATOR

27.44   footage of events
BY NOW A CHAIN OF CONFESSIONS AND ARRESTS HAD LED THE FBI TO AN UNASSUMING NEW YORK COUPLE NAMED JULIUS AND ETHEL ROSENBERG. THE ROSENBERG TRIAL WAS THE  SPY TRIAL OF THE CENTURY.   
TO THIS DAY MANY BELIEVE IT WAS A MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE.

28.06
WE NOW KNOW ROSENBERG WAS A SPY,   WHO PROVIDED INVALUABLE INTELLIGENCE ABOUT RADAR AND SONAR. 

28.13
BUT ACCORDING TO HIS OWN CASE OFFICER ROSENBERG WAS NO ATOM SPY.

28.19   MS
ALEXANDER FEKLISOV 


When they tried Rosenburg, they accused him of what he was not guilty - stealing atom bomb. 


But he never did it.  He didn’t understand anything about the bomb.


NARRATOR

28.37  footage of events

SO IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF NATIONAL HYSTERIA JULIUS AND ETHEL ROSENBERG STOOD TRIAL AND WERE SENTENCED TO DEATH.  

28.46

THEY WERE PROMISED THEIR LIVES, IF THEY AGREED TO TALK. BUT SUCH WAS THEIR BELIEF IN COMMUNISM THAT BOTH WENT TO THE ELECTRIC CHAIR WITHOUT BREAKING THEIR SILENCE.

28.57
ALEXANDER FEKLISOV 


America wanted to, to kill somebody for the fact that Soviet Union so quickly build atom bomb.


NARRATOR

29.06  footage of taken 
DID SOVIET INTELLIGENCE FAIL TO WARN

           away 
THE ROSENBERGS IN TIME? OR WAS IT TRYING TO KEEP ITS KNOWLEDGE OF VENONA  A  SECRET?

29.14
DAVID MAJOR


It appears as if they were very late in alerting the Rosenbergs to the fact that we had information

MS
about their operation. What they did do is that they made sure that they got the Cohens out of New York. 


NARRATOR

29.33   NY footage
IN JUNE 1950, JUST DAYS AFTER THE ARREST OF THE ROSENBERGS, A RUSSIAN SPY CAME TO SEE THE COHENS IN THEIR APARTMENT.

29.42  Mix of MS & still
SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 


Lona told me that Yuri Sokolov came to their apartment, and that they were afraid that the apartment was bugged and they were just writing and not talking, and he told them that it’s too dangerous for them to stay and they have to leave. Lona at first reacted to this rather violently - that she didn’t want to go and  Morris also said that they were Americans and they loved America and

             b/w footage
wanted to stay in their own country, but then Sokolov just wrote that it was an order.


NARRATOR

30.20
THE LAST PERSON TO SEE THE COHENS IN NEW YORK WAS JACK BJOZE.

30.25  Mix of MS &
JACK BJOZE 

           b/w footage
Lona did not have proper clothes, she came to our apartment and asked my wife if she can pick up some things to wear… They said they were going  on a holiday, last minute arrangements….That was the last I saw them.


NARRATOR

30.55  footage of 
THE COHENS DISAPPEARED BEHIND THE IRON

           Russian military
CURTAIN.   IN THE NEXT SIX YEARS THEY CARRIED OUT MORE MISSIONS BEYOND THE BORDERS OF THE SOVIET UNION. BUT WHAT THEY DID FOR THE KGB IS STILL A MYSTERY. 




31.13
IN THOSE DAYS, WESTERN INTELLIGENCE FOUND IT ALL BUT IMPOSSIBLE TO PENETRATE THE NIGHT AND FOG OF SOVIET SECRECY. 

31.25  b/w footage
IT WAS HARD FOR WESTERN SPIES TO

          agents being 
OPERATE IN RUSSIA.  WHEREVER THEY WENT 

          followed
THEY WERE FOLLOWED.  AGENTS WERE OBSERVED CLOSELY.  THEIR LOCAL CONTACTS WERE KNOWN. AT THAT TIME, GEORGE BLAKE WAS STILL WORKING FOR BRITISH INTELLIGENCE. 

31.49
GEORGE BLAKE 


I must say, that at that time, it was extremely difficult, both for the British Secret Service and for the American Secret Service to em, get access to Soviet information in Russia.


NARRATOR

32.03  footage of 
IN 1953 GEORGE BLAKE WAS ONE OF A

           Blakes arrival
PARTY OF BRITISH OFFICIALS, WHO FLEW HOME AFTER BEING INTERNED IN NORTH KOREA.  BLAKE, SEEN KISSING HIS MOTHER, WAS A BRITISH SPY WORKING UNDER DIPLOMATIC COVER. WHAT NOBODY SUSPECTED WAS THAT BLAKE HAD SECRETLY CHANGED SIDES. 


GEORGE BLAKE 


The relentless bombing of eh, small Korean villages by enormous em American flying 

              MS
fortresses made me feel ashamed of belonging to the West ….. and I felt I was committed on the wrong side, and that’s what made me decide to, to change sides.


NARRATOR

32.52  GV’s of Embassy
BLAKE RETURNED TO WORK FOR THE SECRET INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, BASED  IN LONDON’S CLUBLAND. HERE HE HAD ACCESS TO ONE OF THE BIGGEST INTELLIGENCE GATHERING OPERATIONS OF THE COLD WAR. 

33.02
GEORGE BLAKE 


I had attended a very high level meeting in the house where our section was situated, Carlton Gardens. Attended by eh, high officials of eh, the CIA and SIS, with the idea of eh, eh, digging a

            Mix of MS &
tunnel to Soviet telephone cables in East

            tel exchange 
Germany. So we could tap either East German official lines or Soviet lines. And 
I was taking the minutes of the meeting.  Eh, as a result of which I knew about the whole plan and it wasn’t very difficult to make an additional carbon copy.


NARRATOR

33.46   bus on bridge
BLAKE MET HIS KGB HANDLER ON A DOUBLE DECKER BUS. 


SERGEI KONDRACHEV 


I was so impressed by the importance of these documents that I had got from George were originals. There were two major documents; the exact plans of, not only of the building of the tunnel, but also of the machinery, which will be done, involved in that…. If we hadn’t discovered the tunnel, it would function for years and assemble enormous number of information.

NARRATOR

34.25   tel exchange & 
BUT THE KGB HAD TO BE CAREFUL THAT IN

            Tunnel
SHUTTING DOWN THE TUNNEL IT DIDN’T COMPROMISE ITS AGENT.  WHEN A HEAVY RAINFALL EXPOSED SOME CABLES, IT GAVE THE KGB THE CHANCE IT WAS WAITING FOR. 


SERGEI KONDRACHEV 


And actually, some of the telephone lines were suffered because of these heavy rains.  And so it was quite natural for our teams to sneak around and to look for the em, safety of the lines. 


NARRATOR

34.56 footage of
SO THE KGB SCORED A PROPAGANDA

           exposure 
VICTORY BY EXPOSING THE TUNNEL TO THE WORLD’S PRESS.  AND FAR MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT DID THIS WITHOUT COMPROMISING BLAKE, WHO FOR FIVE MORE YEARS WAS ABLE TO FEED TOP GRADE INTELLIGENCE TO THE KGB.

35.10
GEORGE BLAKE


So I felt very relieved, obviously, and from then on, I just continued to work and I was not under suspicion…


NARRATOR

35.24   GV’s Moscow
BACK AT THE KGB’S “MOSCOW CENTER”,

            Center
MORRIS AND LONA COHEN WERE ABOUT TO RE-ENTER THE SPY GAME.  MORRIS WAS ORDERED TO HELP A KGB COLONEL LEARN TO SPEAK LIKE A NATIVE OF NORTH AMERICA.

35.40
  KGB Interview 
MORRIS COHEN


We met him first in a dacha on the outskirts of Moscow.  My wife had to go away on a mission.  So I was left with him. We undertook an improvement of English in American style.


NARRATOR

36.04    still
THE SPY’S NAME WAS COLONEL MOLODY.  IN KGB JARGON HE WAS WHAT IS KNOWN AS AN “ILLEGAL”.

36.13    MS
IGOR PRELIN



An illegal is the term we use for a Soviet citizen who after long and meticulous preparation takes on the identity of a foreigner and goes to work in another country with a false passport. 

36.33
MORRIS COHEN 


He was with us a while longer. And then went away. 


NARRATOR

36.42    Toronto GV’s
MOLODY HAD GONE TO CANADA.


MORRIS COHEN 


We did not know whether we would, we f’, eh, would work together, where and when… 


NARRATOR
36.54   b/w footage
MOLODY TOOK UP RESIDENCE IN TORONTO

           house & passport
JUST LONG ENOUGH TO CREATE A NEW IDENTITY AND TO OBTAIN A CANADIAN PASSPORT IN THE NAME OF GORDON LONSDALE.

37.04
BUT MOLODY’S REAL DESTINATION LAY ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. 

37.17   submarine shots
THIS WAS THE TIME OF THE DEEP COLD WAR.


37.25
SUBMARINE WARFARE HAD BECOME A PRIME TARGET OF THE KGB.


NARRATOR cont…

37.31
IN 1952, IT HAD RECRUITED A SOURCE WHO WAS NOW WORKING AT A ROYAL NAVY BASE IN ENGLAND.    

37.40
THE KGB HAD BRIBED HARRY HOUGHTON - A RETIRED CHIEF PETTY OFFICER, NOW A CLERK WITH EASY ACCESS TO TOP SECRET INFORMATION.

37.50
HOUGHTON WOULD TAKE SECRET DOCUMENTS TO HIS HOME AND PHOTOGRAPH THEM IN HIS GARDEN SHED.

37.57   Mix of still
AT WEEKENDS HOUGHTON AND HIS

           & Old Vic shots
GIRLFRIEND WOULD CARRY THE PICTURES TO LONDON.   THERE OUTSIDE THE OLD VIC THEATRE, THEY WOULD MEET THEIR KGB HANDLER - NONE OTHER THAN COLONEL MOLODY.

38.11
IGOR PRELIN


Colonel Molody aka Gordon Lonsdale - his cover was a businessman. He was making and selling

              GV’s jukebox
jukeboxes. This was a novelty in the 1950s and it was big business….
At first it was jukeboxes then slot machines, then vending machines for cigarettes, sandwiches and drinks. He was so successful that he became really quite wealthy.


NARRATOR

38.56
FOR A SPY HE MADE A GREAT BUSINESSMAN

39.01
IGOR PRELIN


He never even asked KGB Headquarters for money - he was perfectly able to fund his agents from his own profits. 


NARRATOR

39.14
WITH HIS FANCY APARTMENT, AND HIS BIG AMERICAN CAR, HE WAS CUTTING QUITE A DASH FOR A MAN ON A KGB SALARY. 

39.22    MS
IGOR PRELIN


Molody was a very energetic, happy, good-natured person who loved life. He was a man with a huge sense of humor. He always wanted to be in the limelight. He certainly never behaved as an illegal should. 


NARRATOR

39.40   door opens 
BUT HIS ENGLISH BUSINESS PARTNER NEVER

            on room
SUSPECTED HE WAS RUSSIAN.

39.44   b/w interview
ENGLISH PARTNER sof


Probably a very important key to his character was the fact that he was a very, very good chess player.


NARRATOR

39.57   Moscow shots
BACK IN MOSCOW, THE GRANDMASTERS OF THE KGB WERE ABOUT TO PLACE TWO MORE PAWNS ON THE BOARD.  THE COHENS WERE NOW READY FOR THEIR NEXT FOREIGN MISSION


40.09
MORRIS COHEN


Finally there was a point when we got to know where we would be working….
40.19
IGOR PRELIN  



Morris and Lona Cohen were trained as illegal agents and their mission was to provide technical assistance for Lonsdale. 


NARRATOR

40.36   London GV’s
MORRIS AND LONA SLIPPED INTO LONDON WITH FALSE PASSPORTS, AND MOVED INTO A HOUSE IN THE SUBURBS. 

40.48
MORRIS COHEN 


This house was in a town called Ruislip.  That’s about thirty miles north of London.  


NARRATOR

41.00    Shots of house
45 CRANLEY DRIVE MADE AN EXCELLENT LOOK OUT POST. AT THE END OF A DEAD-END STREET, BACKING ONTO A RECREATION GROUND ACCESSIBLE BY FOOTPATH.  IT MEANT THAT COLONEL MOLODY COULD ENSURE HE WASN’T BEING FOLLOWED, WHEN HE VISITED THE COHENS.


MORRIS COHEN 

41.18
He was able to get materials from Houghton, which he brought to our house. There were times we had to work through the night, three o’clock, four o’clock in order to make photographs from material which Houghton and his girlfriend handed over to him.


NARRATOR

41.42
THE INNOCENT LOOKING HOUSE IN THE LEAFY SURBURB WAS A NEST OF SPIES.

41.47   Shots of house
MORRIS COHEN

            & radio
Under a fridge in the kitchen we had dug out a hole in the ground in which we kept a special radio which was in contact with Moscow. 


NARRATOR

42.06   shots of books
THE COHENS TOLD THEIR NEIGHBOURS THAT THEIR NAME WAS KROGER AND THAT THEY WERE ANTIQUARIAN BOOK DEALERS, WHO HAD TO SHIP BOOKS TO CUSTOMERS.   CONCEALED INSIDE THE BOOKS WERE MICRODOTS, PHOTOGRAPHS REDUCED TO THE SIZE OF A PERIOD.

42.21
MORRIS COHEN


…. they knew, look at page 23, or 66, and there would be certain words which gave the clue to what we wanted. 


NARRATOR

42.36    stills
THE NEIGHBOURS SUSPECTED NOTHING, BUT AN EVENT IN WARSAW WAS ABOUT TO BRING THE COHEN’S RUISLIP IDYLL TO AN ABRUPT END.

42.47    MS
IGOR PRELIN 


In 1961 a Polish Intelligence officer defected to the Americans. And he exposed Houghton, who had been recruited in Warsaw




NARRATOR

43.00   train & station
HOUGHTON AND HIS GIRLFRIEND MADE

           footage
THEIR LAST TRIP TO LONDON. 

43.07
BRITISH INTELLIGENCE WAS WAITING. 

43.15
THIS OLD DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FILM REENACTS THEIR ARRIVAL. THIS TIME THEY WERE BEING FOLLOWED.

43.25
HOUGHTON AND GEE MADE THEIR WAY TO THE OLD VIC THEATRE. THERE, LONSDALE CAUGHT UP WITH THEM AS IF THEY WERE OLD FRIENDS. A SHOPPING BASKET CHANGED HANDS.  AND THAT WAS WHEN THE SECURITY AGENTS MOVED IN TO MAKE THE ARRESTS. 
 AT THE SAME TIME THE NET WAS CLOSING ROUND THE COHENS.

             Door slams

             Shots of house



43.52
MORRIS COHEN 


We did have a strange feeling that something was not going the way it should.


There was a knock on the door.  We knew that was not Lonsdale – he knocked on the door in a certain way. You could imagine our anxiety. We opened up the door, and there was a strange man, heavy set.


Said, ‘may I come in’, well how could I refuse him, so I said ‘yes’, and no sooner did he step in, there were three, four others…


NARRATOR

44.38    News headlines
THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

             police shots
SOON EXPOSED COLONEL MOLODY’S FALSE IDENTITY. BUT THE COHENS WERE STILL A MYSTERY.

44.47    KGB interview
MORRIS COHEN


They had no solid material on us, and our background.  Who were we?  Where did we come from?  What was our name…


NARRATOR

44.57    Mix of FBI
THE FBI HAD BEEN TRYING TO TRACE THE

             building
COHENS FOR YEARS.   THEY HAD CHANGED

             / fingerprints 
THEIR IDENTITY BUT THERE WAS ONE THING THEY COULDN’T CHANGE… AND THEY KNEW IT.


MORRIS COHEN


They let us know, in no uncertain terms, that if we did not allow them to take my fingerprints, they would force me. 
45.26
DAVID MAJOR  


…And their fingerprints match the FBI’s fingerprints for the Cohens, and they realize that they had this remarkable spy couple that had operated in both countries.


NARRATOR

45.37
THE POLISH DEFECTOR NOT ONLY DESTROYED THE NAVY SPY RING HE ALSO COMPROMISED GEORGE BLAKE.

45.44   MS
MAJOR 


George Blake was confronted and confessed to being a spy on April 9th of 1961


NARRATOR

45.54    Empty court rm
IN 1961 THE MEMBERS OF BOTH SPY RINGS WERE TRIED AND CONVICTED IN BRITISH COURTS. 
46.09    Mix of MS / 
GEORGE BLAKE 

             prison bolts &
Morris Cohen and, and Lona, were sentenced to

           court room
twenty years…

… Lonsdale was sentenced to twenty-five years imprisonment. 

…And I stood trial and I thought I would get fourteen years, which was the highest sentence for eh passing official secrets in peacetime. … But when the, the judge said forty-two years, em, it didn’t really mean anything to me; I mean it had no affect on me, eh, because it sounded so fantastic, and so unreal.


NARRATOR

46.47    GV’s prison
FOR A BRIEF TIME, THREE OF THE SPIES WERE IN THE SAME GRIM PRISON.  

46.52
MORRIS COHEN 


While I was in Wormwood Scrubs I met Blake. I didn’t expect it… We were very glad to see each other. And it was evident when I did see him in the hallway; he was very popular as a human being.  There were men who well rallied around him. 


NARRATOR

47.14
IN PRISON GEORGE BLAKE BEFRIENDED COLONEL MOLODY.

47.17   Mix of MS &
GEORGE BLAKE 

            prison
He was a very easy person to get on with.  He was very cheerful. He was always full of anecdotes and laughing. The other prisoners … thought, well what have these people to laugh about.  One of them just got twenty-five years and the other forty-two years. …. one of the things he said to me, ‘you know, George that em, on the eh fiftieth anniv’, anniversary of the October revolution, which will be in sixty-seven,’ it was then sixty-one, em ‘you and I will be on the Red Square in Moscow, celebrating’.  And eh, well I said ‘well I, I hope so, but eh, I, I doubt it very much’.


NARRATOR

47.57
BUT THREE YEARS LATER LONDON AND MOSCOW AGREED TO A SPY SWAP - AND THE SPY WHO CALLED HIMSELF LONSDALE WENT HOME. 

48.05    KGB interview
MORRIS COHEN 

             & prison GV’s
The day came when the door of the cell I was in was opened up and I heard a deafening noise, “Lonsdale exchanged! Lonsdale exchanged! Lonsdale exchanged!….. Lonsdale swapped, Lonsdale swapped, the air was full of it, I tell you when I heard that I was in the clouds.


NARRATOR

48.36
EVEN MORE SENSATIONALLY, GEORGE BLAKE WOULD ATTEMPT A DARING ESCAPE.

48.41    MS
GEORGE BLAKE 


…. I must say that in a way, I’m grateful to the judge, when he gave me such a long sentence, because it made my position in prison very much easier As a result, eh, I found people who were willing to help me and I did get out. 


NARRATOR

48.58    Shots reenact
ONE NIGHT BLAKE SLIPPED OUT OF HIS CELL. 

              escape
A ROPE LADDER WAS THROWN OVER THE WALL.  A FLOWER POT SHOWED HIM WHERE TO MEET THE GETAWAY CAR.  

49.13
BLAKE HID IN A HOUSE ONLY A FEW HUNDRED YARDS FROM THE PRISON.  MONTHS LATER HE WAS SMUGGLED OUT OF THE COUNTRY.

49.24    MS
GEORGE BLAKE

The funny thing is that Lonsdale turned out to be right. We were both in Moscow em on my, in 1967, the eh, anniversary of the October revolution, and we did celebrate (laughs).

           Red Sq celebrations



NARRATOR

50.01 footage of swap
THEN IN 1969 THE COHENS TOO WERE EXCHANGED AND RETURNED TO MOSCOW.

50.11

THE KGB FOUND THEM AN APARTMENT TO LIVE IN. BUT LIKE MANY OF THE KGB’S FORMER AGENTS, THE COHEN’S WERE NOT ALTOGETHER HAPPY IN MOSCOW.

50.18

MORRIS COHEN


We were in a certain sense surprised about what Stalin had done. The, one might say, mistakes, which fell upon the country during the period of Stalin. 


NARRATOR

50.43   Cohens at
THE COHENS BEGAN TO RE-EXAMINE THEIR

            Moscow home
LIVES AS SPIES.

50.48
SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 


They spent hours to talk about what’s being a traitor…I remember her just staring at me and saying ‘well, am I a traitor Svetlana?’ …And at one point she said ‘but I didn’t kill anybody, and I didn’t destroy any American life. No American soldier died because of what I have done’. 


And Morris was talking about relativity of history, that maybe a betrayal at some point of history, maybe finally vindicated by history itself.

51.26
MAJOR 


…Even at the end they’re struggling to justify their existence. They made these commitments at young ages. Some of them were looking for the answer in religion and found communism. George Blake wanted to be a priest, decided that wasn’t the answer, so he finds another answer in communism.  Some ‘ism’ that will answer the questions.

51.49
GEORGE BLAKE 

             Blake enters
A communist society is in a way a perfect society,

             House
and we are not perfect people. And that’s how many, I think, Soviet people feel, eh, it wasn’t wrong, but it, but the idea was very noble, is still very noble, but at this stage in human history, unattainable. 




That’s how Philby felt. That’s how we all felt. 



NARRATOR

52.28     GV’s cemetery
PHILBY AND THE COHENS LIE BURIED IN A MOSCOW CEMETARY SURROUNDED BY FORGOTTEN HEROES OF THE FORMER SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC.

52.38

RUFINA PHILBY 



He never thought about himself as a traitor to his country. He thought that Communist was the best society for people to be equal – not too rich, not too poor people.  


SVETLANA CHERVONNAYA 


Both Morris and Lona regained their American self’s to some extent.  I remember Lona saying that she would like to die in the United States but it couldn’t happen. I think that she dare not tell it to anybody.

53.30



Credit Roll

END
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