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__ |a Benedict Cumberbatch ("Tipping the Velvet") stars in a three-part adaptation of William Golding's ripping sea yarn about a young aristocrat's nine-month voyage from England to Australia at the end of the Napoleonic Wars. The cast includes Sam Neill ("Doctor Zhivago") as a political rabble-rouser, Jared Harris (son of Richard, The Notorious Betty Paige) as the captain and Victoria Hamilton ("King Lear") as a proto-feminist governess. The gripping tale of survival in increasingly desperate straits recalls another of Golding's books, The Lord of the Flies. Golding knew a thing or two about seafaring: He served on British ships throughout World War II, participating in the sinking of the Bismarck.
"Rites of Passage" - In 1814 Edmund Talbot (Benedict Cumberbatch) embarks from England for Australia to assume a post in the colonial government under the patronage of his influential godfather. But nothing has prepared him for the squalor of his first-class accommodations on the aging, converted man-of-war that will be his home at sea for the next nine months. Also traveling first class are Mr. Prettiman (Sam Neill), a radical whom Edmund is to watch closely; Miss Granham (Victoria Hamilton), an impoverished member of the gentry, forced to become a governess; Mr. Brocklebank (Richard McCabe, The Constant Gardener), a debauched artist living in a ménage à trois with his purported wife and daughter; and Parson Colley (Daniel Evans, "The Virgin Queen"), a friendless cleric, who quickly becomes an object of ridicule among the passengers and crew. The plot hinges on a mysterious incident when Colley attempts to proselytize the sailors, becomes drunk and takes to his cabin in an excess of shame. 90 minutes.

521
__ |a Middle school to adult.

546
__ |a Closed captioned for the hearing impaired.

700
1_ |a Cumberbatch, Benedict 

700
1_ |a Neill, Sam

700
1_ |a Harris, Jared, |d 1961- 

700
1_ |a Hamilton, Victoria 

700
1_ |a McCabe, Richard 

700
1_ |a Evans, Daniel, |d 1973- 

700
1_ |a Attwood, David, |c director 

700
1_ |a Golding, William, |d 1911-1993. |t To the ends of the earth.

710
2_ |a WGBH (Television station : Boston, Mass.)

710
2_ |a PBS

730
_0 |a Masterpiece theatre (Television program)

856
42 |a http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/totheends/index.html 

