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.STX 

 



MS. ERBE:  When a female teacher has sex with a younger male student, does 

society view her the same way it views a male teacher who has sex with a younger 

female student? 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  Yes.  They're all seen as predators, but they receive more 

media attention because they're considered unique. 

 

MS. BEYER:  Yes, but reporters need to remember this is a crime, not a love 

story. 

 

MS. KELLY:  It's a much bigger story because it happens much less frequently. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Yes, there have been some subtle differences, but the media overall 

has been very good portraying teachers having sex with their students as something very 

wrong.  

 

 (Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello, I'm Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To The Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from a variety of women's perspectives.  Up first, a raft of 

media reports about female teachers indicted for having sex with young male students.  

Then, the Anglican church debates whether women should be ordained as bishops.  

Behind the headlines, teen pregnancy is down, but sexually transmitted diseases are up.  

We ask teens why. 

 

Up first, hebophilia (?).  What's that?  A new term for a psychological disorder 

describing attraction to adolescents.  The media are rife with stories of female teachers 

having sex with young male students.  Just this month we learned of two cases.  Texas 

prosecutors indicted teacher Kathy Denise White on two felony counts of having an 

improper relationship with a then 17-year-old male student.  Tennessee teacher Pamela 

Rogers Turner is scheduled to be arraigned next week on 15 counts of sexual battery, 13 

counts of statutory rape with a 13-year-old boy.  There were three other recent cases in 

Florida and California.  All this raises the question, are female teachers who have sex 

with male students singled out by the media due to gender, or are male teachers 

demonized by the public when they have sex with young girls, while female teachers are 

diagnosed as troubled or mentally ill. 

 

So, Karen Czarnecki, are the media, first, fair to treat male and female teachers 

who get into these horrendous situations the same way? 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  I think it's a fair subject to cover, but I do think that the 

women are more sensationalized.  I think you see it more in the tabloids, and it's what 

was she thinking type of thing.  I don't think it happens as often as you see men being the 

aggressors in these types of situations, and I just think it's bad no matter what, it's bizarre 

no matter what, but I do think the media coverage is significantly greater for female 

abusers. 



 

MS. BEYER:  What has bothered me about the Mary Kay Latourno story is that 

they've let her sort of describe her story of star-crossed lovers and what I think we need to 

keep in mind --  

 

MS. ERBE:  Not only that, but a New York paper this week printed her registry 

with what she's asking for for their April wedding from guests.  And who would want to 

be a guest at that wedding is beyond me. 

 

MS. BEYER:  You know, what people need to remember is, this is a 12-year-old 

boy.  This was a teacher who was entrusted by the community to be a part of what is 

supposed to be a safe community at school.  This is abuse of power.  This is molestation.  

This is child abuse.  And I think we need to keep that in mind, and be careful that this 

Latourno doesn't take us down the road in her sick understanding of this relationship. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Katy Kelly of U.S. News and World Report, welcome to the panel. 

 

MS. KELLY:  Thank you. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Your take on the media coverage angle? 

 

MS. KELLY:  I do think it's played out much, much bigger in this case, 

particularly this one because it's just completely bizarre, but I think the thing we forget is, 

there's a tendency to think boys are not devastated by this.  And it's not true, children, 

these are children, and they are devastated, and it's something they carry forever.  And it 

affects them for the rest of their lives. 

 

MS. SOSA:  And that's a very important point to build on, because I think when 

you talk to males about this issue, this would have been a very different conversation, 

really very different.  I thought back, you know, Latino culture, how males are really 

promoted to have sexual activity much younger, it's an acceptable thing.  So, I think in 

terms of the media coverage, it's proper.  It's really good that it's being portrayed so 

negatively. 

 

MS. ERBE:  You're from Puerto Rico.  If the same thing that happened in 

Tennessee or Texas happened in Puerto Rico, would it get that kind of coverage, or 

would they be thinking --  

 

MS. SOSA:  I hope so.  I definitely hope so that it's getting the coverage, because 

it's not only the very, very young male having sex with the older woman, it's really the 

teacher and the student relationship.  That part really upsets me. 

 

MS. BEYER:  It sort of reminds me of when we were all so outraged to find all 

these cases of priests who were taking advantage of alter boys.  It's a relationship where 

the child thinks that this person is someone to respect, and that relationship has been 



abused by the adult in the situation.  So, just because the sex is different, I don't think we 

should look at it any differently. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, how about society, though.  As you said a moment ago, 

Patricia, some men joking or not joking, I'm not sure, would look at a young boy and an 

older teacher and say, what a stud.  This was even reported in one of the articles I read.  

Whereas you look at an older male teacher and a young girl, and oh, what a predator. 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  It's abuse of power no matter what.  But I think what's really 

shocking is --  

 

MS. ERBE:  But, is there a double standard on the part of society about how they 

view this and, if so, what needs to change, and is it unfair to men? 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  It's a double standard, but it depends on who you're talking 

to.  If male-female, married/not married, has children/doesn't have children, we're a 

society that believes in a lot of individualism, but when somebody is below the age of 

consent that shouldn't be an issue.  It's not a cool thing.  It's not a, hey, how lucky he can 

be.  It's just an abuse of power.  And when that child grows up, they're not going to 

understand the proper relationships with their future spouses, their future partners, their 

future girlfriends, whatever it might be.  I think it's an ugly cycle.  If it goes unreported, 

it's just going to be more devastating, not just to that person but to everybody they come 

in contact with in the future. 

 

MS. BEYER:  Because what's unsaid here is that it is a cycle.  Anyone who is a 

predator, you will find the vast majority of them would not be surprised to find that Mary 

Kay Latourno had been abused as a girl, and this is a repetitive cycle, and there will be 

more victims, and then those victims will become predators. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Let me ask you, if it's a 21-year-old teacher and a 17-year-old boy, 

female teacher I'm saying, and a 17-year-old boy, is it the same standard as if it's a 13-

year-old boy? 

 

MS. BEYER:  It's statutory rape. 

 

MS. SOSA:  I absolutely agree.  Not only legally, but in terms they still have a 

parent-teacher -- not parent-teacher, student-teacher relationship that has to be respected.  

So, I think should be covered similarly.  The interesting thing is, there's more and more 

studies looking into the issue.  I know that NEA has been looking into it, some of the 

teachers unions, and there's a great concern that maybe the coverage of these issues may 

create anxiety in parents.  I'm a parent, I don't want to send my kid to a school and be 

harassed by their teachers, and it's still a very low percentage, school is still a very safe 

place for kids.  It's just that we need to be aware that they can be abused in many 

different places, and this could be potentially one of them. 

 

MS. ERBE:  We certainly should keep aware of that. 



 

From teachers to priests.  The Church of England is mulling over the possibility 

of ordaining women as bishops, this 11 years after it started ordaining women as priests.  

Members of the British Church's growing conservative ranks argue there's no Biblical 

precedent for female bishops since Christ's apostles were all male.  The 77-million 

member church is divided into 38 national or multinational churches called provinces, 

each has wide powers of self-government.  The Episcopal Church USA appointed its first 

female bishop more than 15 years ago. 

 

Katy Kelly, enlighten us.  Where do we get the idea that the apostles were all 

male?  If you read the DiVinci Code, I know it's not Biblical history, but it was a great 

book, Mary Magdalene is more like a disciple, and she's the first one who sees Jesus 

when he rises from the grave, et cetera.  So, how did it get written, and why is it 

important that the named disciples, or apostles were men? 

 

MS. KELLY:  It's a really interesting question.  And I certainly think most 

Christians believe that the apostles were all men.  But there is a very good scholarly 

argument that Mary Magdalene was incredibly important in Jesus' life, and was treated as 

the apostles were, as a confident and close member.  It's curious, it's very curious.  

Certainly, the church has downplayed the importance of her in the past couple of 

centuries, to the point that she became much, much less.  But it's a curious question, and I 

wish I was there and knew the answer. 

 

MS. BEYER:  Well, you know, I think it's kind of a false argument to say that 

women shouldn't be priests because all of the disciples were men.  All of the disciples, 

none of them were gentiles. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Jesus died thinking he was a Jew. 

 

MS. BEYER:  And so, you know, that has pretty much been accepted as the 

cultural influence of that time by most religions that have bishops in other countries. 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  A lot of religions are not democracies, especially the Roman 

Catholic Church.  Whereas, the Anglican and some churches, they have voting every ten 

years to see where their church doctrine is going to go.  A lot of other churches are not 

like that.  They go by historical precedent, historical doctrine. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But why can't you -- I've done a fair amount of reading, actually.  I 

went to the oldest Coptic churches in Cairo, and read some of the Nag Hammadi texts 

that are there.  It's pretty amazing.  There are all kinds of things that weren't included in 

the King James version of the Bible that are more mystical, that place more importance 

on the role of women in the church.  Why aren't the Anglican bishops looking at that?  It's 

kind of like what you pick as what you say is in the Bible? 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  Again, a lot of it is historical and tradition that a lot of 

churches, whether it's the Anglican Church or the Catholic Church.  But I don' think you 



have a lot of people beating down the doors in a lot of these places to have women priests 

in any of these religions.  I have not seen that in the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

MS. BEYER:  Well --  

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  Hold on a second.  But there are a lot of places for women 

between alter servers to handing out the host of Communion.  There are different roles 

for people in the church, and I don't think there's an overwhelming cry for this. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, I actually disagree with you.  I think it's just been silenced.  

And I think this Pope has been incredibly conservative, and incredibly clever.  But the 

story of the Anglican Church is very fascinating, because the American Anglican Church 

actually is being progressive. 

 

MS. ERBE:  It does allow it.  It does allow female bishops. 

 

MS. SOSA:  The first was an African American woman, it was like eight years 

ago. 

 

MS. ERBE:  And gay men. 

 

MS. SOSA:  So, you know, Europe, you think England, of course, of all places, 

you know, should that be the place that will be at the head of doing this, and they're not.  

And that's, I think, the story here.  Why are the British so conservative, why is the Church 

in England so conservative in not allowing the women to become bishops. 

 

MS. BEYER:  But, Patricia, I also look at the Catholic Church, and I watched 

what happened in the Episcopal Church where you had, in the '70s, some women were 

ordained as priests by a bishop who was going outside the law of the Anglican Church., 

and that started the conversation.  It was during the whole period of time where women 

were gaining rights all over the world.  And, once that conversation was started one thing 

led to another, and the priesthood was open to women within the Episcopal Church. 

 

Well, in 2002, there were a number of women who were ordained priests by a 

bishop in the Catholic Church, and within 48 hours --  

 

MS. ERBE:  Where? 

 

MS. BEYER:  On the Danube.  And within 48 hours they were all ex-

communicated.  And the Catholic Church got rid of that problem pretty quickly, and 

hierarchically.  And the problem, I think, with the Catholic Church is, you know, the 

governance of the Catholic Church can only be done by an ordained priest.  So, in other 

words, these nuns and the wonderful sisterhood that educated me in parochial schools had 

not -- they don't have any lever for governing the Catholic Church, and that's really what 

it's all about for a lot of these nuns who have left, is that they have no governance. 

 



MS. ERBE:  I would dispute your notion that there's no call for women to get 

more power in the Catholic or Anglican Church.  I've talked to many, many people.  Are 

you saying, very quickly, please, that it --  

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  The Anglican Church does think -- they are voting every ten 

years.  In the Catholic Church, it comes from the Pope, and it's done in his Cyclicals and 

everything else, two completely different systems.  In the Catholic Church you're not 

seeing women cry out to be Pope one day. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  And thank you -- well, they may exist, they're just not 

talking to you. 

 

MS. BEYER:  I've seen a lot of Catholic women get mad and go to the Episcopal 

Church. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  But we've got to end this conversation.  Thank you, Karen 

Czarnecki. 

 

Behind the headlines, teen pregnancy rates had been rising steadily since 1980, 

but according to the latest data from the Centers for Disease Control and its National 

Survey of Family Growth, U.S. teens, particularly younger teens are delaying sex and 

getting pregnant less often.  To The Contrary reports on what has made the difference 

according to experts and teens alike. 

 

Avra Stackpole and her friends attend high school in Virginia.  They've known 

each other since middle school.  In their circle, teen sex is not a given. 

 

MS. STACKPOLE:  There's a lot of people who I know who have had sex.  

There's a lot of people I know who haven't had sex.  So, I think it's pretty mixed. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Statistics from the first major government survey of teen sexual 

activity in almost a decade confirmed that.  Younger teens are delaying sex, with the 

percentage of young teen girls who report having sex dropping by 7 percent over 14 

years, and for young teen boys by almost 20 percent.  Teens are delaying, not just 

intercourse, but also first sexual encounters.  That means a lot to Sarah Brown, Director 

of the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. 

 

MS. BROWN:  It's a huge change.  These rates are down in every single state, in 

every racial and ethnic group, and amongst all groups of teens. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Pregnancy and birth rates are dropping for older teens as well, but 

not as dramatically. 

 

Another change according to these high schoolers, even sexually active teens see 

avoiding pregnancy as a priority. 

 



MR. GORIN:  People these days just really, I guess, don't want to have a baby.  

They're more worried about it now. 

 

MS. GODLA:  There aren't many kids who, where if they are out having sex, 

don't have some kind of protection.  They are using condoms or birth control. 

 

MR. GORIN:  You wouldn't want to be known as the guy who got -- girl 

pregnant. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Pregnancy rates among African American teens declined most 

sharply.  Groups such as this teen pregnancy prevention club play a part, and help break 

down old stereotypes. 

 

MS. JONES:  You know, they're always giving statistics about people in the city, 

or children in the city, and all of them have to say, all of them are doing it, but that's not 

actually true.  You can find a lot of people who don't. 

 

MS. ERBE:  So, we asked, how many of your friends practice abstinence. 

 

MS. STONEY:  Very few, like 2 percent.  But, I mean, they make a difference.  I 

don't know a lot who do, but I do know some, so it is making a difference.  And they also 

do practice that, they really stick to it, they're committed. 

 

MS. ERBE:  The good news is, teen pregnancy rates are dropping, although the 

U.S. still has the highest rate among developed nations.  The bad news is, the government 

reported little to resolve the debate over the efficacy of abstinence programs versus sex 

education. 

 

MS. BROWN:  The basic idea that young people can be offered the option or the 

strong message to not have sex, particularly in this culture is a very good idea.  That is 

not at odds with also offering information about contraception and services.  That you 

need more of both. 

 

MS. ERBE:  The CDC report also shows, while pregnancy rates are down, rates 

of teens contracting sexually transmitted diseases, or STDs, are skyrocketing.  Those 

include rates of genital herpes, HIV, syphilis, and other diseases.  This means teens aren't 

having less sexual contact, that emphasizes the importance of early teen sex education by 

parents. 

 

MS. BROWN:  A lot of parents think that they have to sit down one magic day, I 

don't know, when someone is -- I never figure out if it's 11 or 13, or whatever, and have 

this 45-minute awkward talk, which the parents hate, and the kids really hate.  What 

makes a difference is the 18-year talk, how do we treat people in our family, what do we 

say about intimate relationships, how do we think about non-marital childbearing, teen 

child-bearing, what do we think about marriage, about male-female relationships? 

 



MR. GORIN:  In high school, it's nothing abnormal.  It's completely normal for 

two people to have oral sex, even if they're not going out, or anything like that. 

 

MS. STONEY:  I know a lot of girls who are on birth control or they get the shot, 

and most of them do not use condoms when they have sex.  So, I think that accounts for a 

lot of the STDs, because they're not really worried about that, all they're worried about is 

pregnancy.  But, they -- I don't know, I guess they just tend to neglect the thought of 

STDs or STIs, it's not reality for them. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Back in the Stackpole kitchen, the teens gossip about classmates, but 

they feel their own sexual reputations often get exploited by the media. 

 

MS. STACKPOLE:  The media gives it a really negative portrayal, and it makes 

teens look really bad, even though it's not really as bad as it looks, I guess. 

 

MS. PARCHAM:  I've never heard of oral sex parties, I don't ever want to hear 

about that again. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All the teens we talked to stressed the importance of parental 

guidance. 

 

MR. BLAGRENE:  My father told me, if I get anyone pregnant, don't come home 

and tell me. 

 

MR. GREENE:  I think some of the best sex education comes from your parents, 

because they know how to relate to you better than some random person that might come 

to school, might come to speak to your school for one day. 

 

MR. WELLS:  If you live in a good environment, and your parents pay attention 

to what you do, then I think there's a lot less change that you'll go into something 

recklessly. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Today's parents worry about more than just teen pregnancy. 

 

MS. GODLA:  I worry more about the sexually transmitted diseases.  I worry a 

lot about what it can do to their self-esteem. 

 

MR. STACKPOLE:  The drumbeat about HIV and other kinds of blood-borne 

diseases, and sexually transmitted diseases that are emerging from people are pretty 

scary.  And so, I think, at some levels kids have heard those messages, and perhaps 

changed their behavior. 

 

MS. WEISBERG:  I don't think kids are having any more or any less sex than we 

all were having.  I just think it's just talked about more. 

 



MS. BROWN:  I think the thing that parents most need to understand is that their 

behavior around their children, their words and their actions have a huge effect. 

 

MS. ERBE:  So, Sarah Brown, now here you are in person, good to see you. 

 

MS. BROWN:  Looking the same. 

 

MS. ERBE:  So, teen pregnancy is down, that's the great news.  But it seems like 

listening to these kids, oral sex is way up, and it's done no matter what.  So, what's the 

role of parents here, because they seem to be the best weapon against problems. 

 

MS. BROWN:  Well, first of all, just a little bit of sort of therapy here.  We are 

not at all sure that oral sex is up.  What we now know is that it certainly exists, maybe 

sort of 10 percent of kids 13 to 16 have had oral sex.  But, you know, this notion that 

everybody is doing it, and it's dramatically increased, I just don't think that's true.  But it 

is on the scene. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, what accounts for -- but STDs --  

 

MS. BROWN:  Absolutely.  Sexually transmitted diseases are up, and I think the 

simplest explanation is that some of the most effective methods to prevent pregnancy, 

which is why the rates have gone down, in part, do not protect against sexually 

transmitted diseases.  For example, taking the pill, that is a fantastic way to prevent 

pregnancy, but it does nothing for HIV/AIDS, for STDs. 

 

MS. ERBE:  So, what role for parents here, because we really want to give 

parents something to walk away from? 

 

MS. BROWN:  Parents are, I think, the great sort of unrecognized weapon here.  

You know, we've been so focused on what goes on in the classroom, or what goes on in 

the media, or what poster goes up in the bus.  And, in fact, what happens around the 

kitchen table over years and years and years, how the adults treat each other, what they 

say to their young people, the rules they set make a huge difference.  For example, we 

know that if a girl 13, 14, 15, is romantically involved with a young man who is 21 or 22, 

it's a recipe for disaster.  So, I say to parents, here's the deal, don't let your young teens 

get romantically involved, boy or girl -- a propos your earlier segment -- with somebody 

who is older.  I mean, that's sort of grandma stuff.  Where are you?  What time are you 

coming home?  You don't have girlfriends and boyfriends at 13.  Very simple stuff. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But there's a lot -- you were going to say something. 

 

MS. BEYER:  Well, you know, I was thrilled to see that People Magazine poll 

said that 70 percent get their information from the parents, and that to me was thrilling.  

But there's another number that said, the parents were assuming that the children got it, as 

my mother used to call it, in the gutter, that they were getting it from their friends.  And 

so, we've got more power than we think. 



 

MS. BROWN:  It's fascinating.  We do, indeed, and it's fascinating.  If you say to 

parents, what influences your kids in their sexual decisions, they say, oh, well, it's media, 

it's peers, it's -- if you ask the teens, number one, consistently is parents.  The parents 

don't know that.  They somehow think that once kids get to, I don't know, 12 or 13, that 

they've lost them.  That they're just out there.  They have no influence.  And that is 

wrong. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But the dialogue has to start then with the parents before 12 or 13. 

 

MS. BROWN:  That's right. 

 

MS. SOSA:  And I think your point is so important because what the poll also 

showed is that because the parents don't think they're that important, they're not talking to 

the kids enough, and the kids are saying, my parents aren't talking to me enough, I want 

to hear what my parents say about this.  I have to say, many of us are parents at this table, 

it will be very hard for me, I don't know how to do it. 

 

MS. BEYER:  And you've got a great Web site on that. 

 

MS. BROWN:  Thank you. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Spell it out quickly, please, what do you say at what age? 

 

MS. BROWN:  It's not all about sex, it's much more about relationships, what's 

right, what's wrong, how do we treat situations in our family.  What I say to parents is, 

watch TV with your kids.  All you have to do is turn on the TV, and in no time flat there 

is a situation, and you say, how would you have handled that?  Do you think she said the 

right thing?  What could her mother have done differently?  And talk.  TV, for all the 

reason that people worry about it, is also a great conversation starter.  Ask them about 

their friends, know their friends' parents.  Get involved in their lives. Go to their events, 

know what they're doing, and the opportunities to comment, to advise are enormous if 

you're looking for them. 

 

MS. ERBE:  At what age?  Because at some point, you're going to get the 

question, where do babies come from? 

 

MS. BROWN:  The answer, though, is talk sooner rather than later.  Parents used 

to say, we're not going to have to talk about any of this stuff until they're 13-14.  We say, 

8-9 start talking about sex, not just what's safe, but also what's right. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  And we're going to have to come back after credits. That's 

it for this edition of To The Contrary. 

 

Next week, women in Congress fight to clean up the airwaves.  Whether your 

views are in agreement or to the contrary, please join us next time, and we want to hear 



from you, write to us at ToTheContrary@PBS.org, or visit our PBS Online Web site at 

PBS.org. 

 

(End of program.) 

 


