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MS. ERBE:  This week on “To the Contrary,” up first, the credit crunch hits 

women hardest.  Then, Sarah Palin, feminist or victim of sexism?  Behind the headlines: 

foster care disparities for children of color.   

 

(Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello.  I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to “To the Contrary,” a 

discussion of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first: women 

workers, economic woes, and the presidential race. 

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  As the economy continues to weaken and the presidential candidates 

continue to focus on that issue, a new study finds women are more adversely impacted by 

the meltdown than men.  Women are more likely to say they’re worried about money, the 

economy, job stability, and housing costs.  No surprise as more women take the lead in 

many families’ finances.  Women also make up almost two-thirds of minimum wage 

workers and were 32 percent more likely than men to be offered subprime loans.  This in 

turn could translate to a higher foreclosure rate among women. 

 

CHRISTINE OWENS [Executive Director, National Employment Law Center]:   

When Congress comes back in for its lame duck session after the election, it’s really 

critical that the Senate move ahead and pass the economic stimulus plan that the House 

passed, and that includes a further extension of unemployment benefits.  It includes aide 

to the states, which will help stave off some of these cuts in programs that low-wage 

women rely on; and it includes some infrastructure investments, which would really go 

into creating jobs.  It would also be helpful to increase food stamps a lot because low-

wage working women and their children rely on food stamps. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Financial blues may lead to more blue voters, especially women.  

Forty-eight percent of women are throwing their support behind Senator Barack Obama – 

that compared to 41 percent for Senator John McCain.  According for the Center for 

American Women and Politics, the gender gap favoring Obama became more evident 

ever since the Wall Street meltdown began.   

 

While Democrats have historically won the women’s vote, the McCain campaign 

was for a while drawing former Hillary Clinton supporters to the Republican side – that 

with the nomination of Governor Sarah Palin as vice president.  Her addition to the ticket 

won Senator McCain a 20 percent swing among white women immediately after the 

Republican convention.  But polls out this week find these women returning to the 

Democratic Party. 

 

(End video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  And Congresswoman Edwards, welcome back to the program.  Is it 

too late for the McCain ticket to win women? 



 

REP. EDWARDS (D-MD):  Well, it may not be too late, but time is certainly 

running out.  I think that you can’t win on a ticket that believes in financial insecurity.  

And clearly, Senator McCain has been promoting a program of financial insecurity and 

women are voting for their security.   

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, if McCain continues with such a disjointed, 

disconnected message not only to women, but to everyone, he’s not going to win over 

any other voters.  He’s running out of time. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, if the economy keeps going downwards, it’s very hard, I think, 

for McCain to change the dynamic with women.  Only an economic upturn will make a 

difference for him. 

 

MS. NELSON:  I continue to think that Sarah Palin is a mitigating factor with the 

white female suburban women’s votes, so we’ll see how it plays out. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Why do you think that if we – yes, they surged by – as we just 

mentioned – by 20 points over to the McCain ticket when she first joined the ticket but 

once they saw a lot of her positions, a lot of what she has done, the Troopergate thing got 

more widely publicized, then saw that she’s against abortion even in cases of rape and 

incest, there were all kinds of personal – financial things she did wrong with Alaska 

government, including taking travel money for her children and her love of slaughtering 

animals, the list goes on.  She kind of turned them all off.  That’s what the polls show.   

 

MS. NELSON:  I think there’s a seven-point gap.  They swung at 20.  They’re 

down seven.  I think that Sarah Palin has been on message about the economy and John 

McCain has as well, and I think it’s just going to depend on what happens over the next – 

those soccer moms, those white suburban hockey moms, they love her.  Look at the 

crowds she’s drawing.  They love her. 

 

MS. SOSA:  And Bonnie, I actually think despite everything you said about Sarah 

Palin, I think what’s really driving this is the economy, and I really – I’m going to be 

honest.  I think one of the reasons, historical event of electing an African-American 

president of the United States is happening because the economy is in such a disarray that 

any other factors are really not going to matter as much. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Why are women voters particularly thinking that Senator Obama 

with about three years in the Senate now has a plan that’s going to work?   

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, Bonnie, that’s exactly my point.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Why put that faith in such an inexperienced politician? 

 

MS. SOSA:  That’s exactly my point.  You go into the substance.  You go looking 

deeply into character, and people are looking, where is economy?  Where are my 



interests?  Eight years of Republican economic policies are a disaster.  I want change, 

whomever gives it to, and if it’s Barack Obama, I will vote for him. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Clearly, that it is a good point.  How is it that someone who 

has less than three years experience really in the Senate and has been running for 

president most of the time – he doesn’t have any executive experience, he never ran 

anything before – why are people confident, or women feel confident that he’s going to 

run this country and the economy in a way that’s prosperous?  It’s because Senator 

McCain has dropped the ball communicating his message effectively.  I happen to agree 

with McCain’s economic outlook more than Obama’s, but Obama is selling it in a way 

that makes people feel comfortable and at ease.   

 

And I hate to use the word the Obama campaign has been using, but it’s true, 

McCain has been very erratic on this in the last couple of weeks and it’s hurt him 

dramatically and women don’t want to see that.  They want stability and evenhandedness 

on something like the economy and Obama has brought that to them regardless of how 

wrong he may be on the economy message. 

 

REP. EDWARDS:  Well, and the fact is that women trust the Obama-Biden ticket 

because they know that they come from a party that values people, that values women 

and that will look out for their long-term economy security, and I think that that’s what 

women, and all voters, frankly, are looking for in this troubled economy. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Now, let’s get to what happened this week on Wall Street, spiraling 

down in percentages, GM stock selling for what it sold for in 1951.  What is the 

government – and everybody talking about layoffs, and by the way, also at the end of the 

week GM announcing major layoffs, other companies announcing major layoffs, and the 

week before, record high – at least recent record high of job loss rates.  So what should 

the government be doing to help women who are losing their jobs, women whose 

husbands or partners are losing their jobs, households who are really being shaken by this 

economic situation? 

 

REP. EDWARDS:  I think that you’re right.  It’s a very troubled economy and 

especially for women and particularly for women who are on their own.  And I do believe 

that some of things that the Congress tried to do as we closed out the session adding the 

$700 billion, and we haven’t had a chance yet to see whether any of these tools are going 

to work in this economy.  And we hope that they will, and I think Congress is prepared to 

come back and do what we need to do, but the clear factor is that we need leadership in 

the White House to join with our partners in the Congress in order to turn this economy 

around, and I think that again is another reason that women are lining up full force behind 

Senator Obama, because they know that he will have a secretary of treasury who’s in 

place who’s taking care of their needs and not just taking care of Wall Street. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, I can say that socializing our financial sectors and other 

major sectors, where is it going to end is not the way to have long-term economic 

prosperity in this country. 



 

MS. ERBE:  But don’t you have to have some kind of – there was such 

deregulation.  When people can go out there and sell mortgages that they know are bad, 

that the people are not going to be able to make the payments on, and then turn around 

and somehow magically whip them into these investment vehicles so when it collapses, 

it’s on somebody else’s watch – isn’t that to the point where we really need to boost our 

regulation of the financial sector? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Somewhat.  I don’t think we should throw the baby out with 

the bathwater.  Deregulation is not such an evil thing here.  A lot of why or where we are 

is because of what happened with Fannie and Freddie and with the Community 

Reinvestment Act. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Wait a second.  You’re – 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  (There was a lot ?) of oversight of that. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But what about – you’re a fiscal conservative?  Right?   

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Yes. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Okay.  What about Bush taking a $300 million surplus and turning it 

into a $500 million, approaching $1 trillion deficit? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Number one, President Bush has already demonstrated he’s 

not a fiscal conservative, and two, we’re also in a war.  There were extenuating 

circumstances and there were other reasons why.  Now, were Republicans out of control 

with spending?  Yes.  Medicare – the Medicare bill was a disaster.  It’s billions of dollars.  

So there has not been a fiscal constraint on the part of Republicans as well, but I think we 

need to be fair that it wasn’t just deregulation that did this, where we are now.  A lot of it 

had to do with and Fannie and Freddie. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Tara, these elections are momentum because it’s really about your 

way of thinking and the way of thinking of people that think that you were wrong that 

deregulation is really actually very bad, that this was a market out of control run by 

individuals that did not have the best interests of the country at hand.  And that we need 

to have a more involved government not only in terms of managing and regulating the 

financial sector, but making investments very similar to what Roosevelt did after the 

Depression.  We’re going to see radical changes in this economy. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  So are you meaning that capitalism is wrong?  You mean that 

capitalism doesn’t work? 

 

MS. SOSA:  No.  That was capitalism.  You can manage capitalism.   

 



MS. ERBE:  I want to ask, we’ve seen shifts also in the Latino vote in the last 

couple – few weeks.  Last time I saw, McCain was down to under 30 percent.  First of all, 

what do Latinas wants, if anything, the government to do for them right now in this 

economic situation, and why, ultimately, did they transfer over to the Obama campaign?  

George Bush got 44 percent of – 

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, Latinos – and some people having questions when the Bush 

claimed they got this large percentage of Latino voters when they did, and they did.  He 

was very popular in Texas. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Forty-four percent. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, they questioned whether that number was correct, but anyhow, 

he was very popular and he was an exception.  Latinos have been quite faithful to the 

Democratic Party through the years.  They believe in active government.  They do 

believe that government has a role in their lives.  I think what is being for them important 

in terms of the Republican Party is really the social and moral agenda because they tend 

to be social conservatives.  So right now, the number one issue is the economy and 

Latinos definitely are being affected deeply by the conduct – (inaudible). 

 

MS. ERBE:  Okay.  And what do they want?  What do you they want from the 

next administration? 

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, I think they want a lot of the things that everybody wants: 

economic stability, they want job security.  I think they want better jobs.  And in the 

Latino community, as you know, healthcare is a very critical issue since we have the 

lower rates insurance. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Quickly, Sofia.  We’re out of time. 

 

MS. NELSON:  My issue with all of this is that there’s no money left and Obama 

and McCain aren’t being honest about it.  There will be no healthcare plan.  There will be 

no more bailouts.  We’re out of money.  We have a war of $10 billion a month and that’s 

my concern here. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  And also, why Wall Street kept spiraling is that even 

though Congress passed the bailout plan a week ago, they don’t have any money to pay 

for it.  They have to sell T-bills.  Those are going to be another month and that’s why the 

credit crunch is so bad.  From women voters to women candidates. 

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Alaska governor Sarah Palin received a surprise endorsement from 

the president of the Los Angeles chapter of the National Organization for Women.  At a 

rally, Shelly Mandell referred to Palin as a sister and supporter of women’s rights.  

 



SHELLY MANDELL:  America, this is what a feminist look like, Governor 

Sarah Palin. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Although Mandell’s support has been renounced by NOW, 

accusations of a sexist media could cause more women to rally behind the Alaska 

governor.  This week, Reuters News Service published several controversial photos of 

Palin’s legs.  Shot by a male photographer, some of the photographs give the illusion of 

young men looking up her skirt.  Also in play is an untouched “Newsweek” magazine 

cover which critics say was aimed to portray Palin in a negative light. 

 

(End video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  So Tara, how big a role is sexism playing in media coverage of 

Sarah Palin? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  I think it plays a certain role.  I think it’s also because she’s a 

conservative woman. 

 

MS. ERBE:  You don’t think Hillary Clinton got it worse? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  I don’t know about worse; in a different way. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Nobody’s called that I know Palin a she goat on national TV.   

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Yes.  Again, it’s in a different way.  I think it’s because 

Hillary has a different type of personality and the type of sexism there was against 

Hillary not the superficial because she’s good looking and because she’s an athlete.  It’s a 

different type of sexism, but yes.  No, absolutely.  Hillary got it too.  You know, I was at 

that rally in Carson, and I can tell you that when the LA chapter president of NOW 

announced that she was a lifelong Democrat and that even though she supported Sarah 

Palin, she was going to try to work on her a little bit on the issues that she disagreed with 

her, she got resoundly booed.  It was kind of funny actually.  (Laughter.)  The whole 

place just booed her.  But I gave her credit.  She’s going out on a limb.  She’s not very 

popular with too many people right now.   

 

But you know, I had the opportunity to meet Sarah Palin, and you know, I think a 

lot of the sexism and the characterization of her being a dumb beauty queen is really 

unfair.  It’s really unfair.  She’s a sharp lady.  And you know what?  If feminism has been 

hijacked by some of the radicals on the other side, if you look at her in the purest form, 

she’s a working mother, she’s an executive, she’s a hockey mom.  If you took on the 

Good Ol’ Boy network.  Why is that not accepted as a feminist? 

 

MS. SOSA:  I think she’s definitely someone to admire.  I’m not going to deny – 

give credit to who deserves credit.  But to compare her – for example, the sexism of 

Hillary Clinton, who was definitely equipped, who’s done her homework to run for 

president, who’s gone to all the different countries, who’s gone to Iraq, who’s being on 



the Armed Services Committee, she was fully, fully, capable and in terms of the 

substance ready for the job in a way that Sarah Palin is not.  And if she instead of being 

Sarah Palin was John Palin, I don’t think he would have been the candidate for vice 

president.   

 

MS. SETMAYER:  You can say the same about Obama. 

 

MS. SOSA:  It isn’t because she’s a female.  And the reputation she’s getting as 

not being very articulate is her own doing with some of the interviews she’s done.  I 

know there’s a degree of sexism, but I think she’s also to be blamed because she’s not 

really equipped to be the vice presidential candidate. 

 

MS. NELSON:  Here’s the thing though.  The Democrat Party did that to Hillary 

Clinton.  They could have chosen her.  They treated her poorly in that primary.  That’s 

my first point. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Yes, but the sexism was mainly in the media – 

 

MS. NELSON:  And I was getting to that. 

 

MS. ERBE:  – and that Fox News, which clearly no friend to Democrats, was the 

group that some guy on there said every time you hear Hillary Clinton open her mouth, a 

husband thinks about a wife screeching at him to take out the garbage. 

 

MS. NELSON:  Right.  And Chris Matthews, he’s made some comments that 

weren’t great and he apologized for. 

 

MS. ERBE:  He’s the one who used the she goat term. 

 

MS. NELSON:  And so the point here is yes, it’s sexism that she’s dealing with, 

but all of us at this table have dealt with that and when you’re in politics, and I’ll let the 

congresswoman speak to this, you’d better buckle up as I like to say and strap in because, 

get ready, everything goes when you’re a woman in politics. 

 

REP. EDWARDS:  Well, no question about it.  Sexism is alive and well and all 

know that.  The fact is that neither women are supporting Sarah Palin in broad numbers 

as other Americans, and it’s about the agenda and the substance and it’s not actually 

about gender.  And I think that clearly in the mainstream media, the way that women are 

portrayed, whether you’re in politics or any other field is very, very damaging, but at the 

same time, this election is actually about the direction of the country, and I think that’s 

what most voters are looking at and these other things, to me, are a bit of a distraction.  

But I think Sarah Palin – while she may bring something to the table as far as the 

Republican Party goes, it’s not really clear to me that those are the same kind of qualities 

and characteristics in sort of high level of political engagement that, say, Hillary Clinton 

brought to the Democratic Party. 

 



MS. ERBE:  Let me ask you this, though.  If McCain, as all the polls are showing 

this date and time, loses, will Sarah Palin be blamed in part, at least, and will that be 

sexist? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  I don’t know if she’ll be blamed more than the campaign for 

choosing her.  If they had known that the economic crisis was looming, Mitt Romney 

would be on this ticket, let’s be honest.  But I think that she is a risings star.  She has not 

been doing this her entire life.  She hasn’t spent 35 years in the Senate like Biden.  She 

hasn’t been running for president her all life like Obama.  So yes.  Is she a little rough 

around the edges?  Sure.  But she’s a real person and people connect to that. 

 

MS. NELSON:  She won’t be blamed.  John McCain will be blamed.  Sarah 

Palin, let me be clear about this. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  It’s not her fault. 

 

MS. NELSON:  She got him off of life support and put some energy into this 

campaign.  She saved the McCain campaign to where it is right now.   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Behind the headlines: the color of foster care.  Child 

neglect and abuse affect families of every race and ethnicity in the U.S., but minority 

children, particularly African-American children, are disproportionately represented in 

the child welfare system.  National CASA spokesperson and courtroom TV star, Judge 

Glenda Hatchet says this disparity should be a wakeup call for all Americans but 

especially the black community.   

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

JUDGE GLENDA HATCHETT [Spokesperson, National Casa]:  What we know 

from my research is that the causes that bring children of color into the system are not 

different from the causes that bring white children into the system.  What we do know is 

that once children of color get into the system that they are there longer, and that they’re 

less likely to be adopted, and they aren’t as likely to find a permanent home, which is a 

concern, because if you look at the totality, we’re talking about children of color literally 

making up 60 percent of all the children in foster care. 

 

MS. ERBE:  African-American children are four times as likely as white children 

to be in state protective custody.  While African-American children constitute 15 percent 

of the U.S. child population, they make up 34 percent of children in foster care.  Hatchett, 

a former juvenile court judge says these alarming statistics are rooted in a much deeper 

problem. 

 

JUDGE HATCHETT:  We’re not able to seem to get them back to connections to 

their families.  That is complicated because we know poverty is such a major problem 

and African-American children and children of color are disproportionately affected by 

poverty in this nation.  We have children who are coming into this system and because of 



the lack of resources – and sometimes, frankly, because of some cultural biases, we aren’t 

able to involve children in ways that we – or engage them in ways that we need to.  And 

very importantly, we don’t have enough resources, particularly we don’t have enough 

volunteers. 

 

MS. ERBE:  National CASA, which stands for court appointed special advocate, 

recruits and trains volunteers to work with and advocate for children in foster care.  Judge 

Hatchett says increasing the number of black foster families and volunteers is key to 

reducing the number of children in the system. 

 

JUDGE HATCHETT:  And particularly asking people of color to really think 

about how they can make an investment and to (pour ?) into these children’s lives in a 

way that will change them forever.  I’m concerned about all children – all children.  But I 

know that children of color are so disproportionately represented and the need is so 

enormous.  And so that’s why I’m so passionate about this plea to say that people can 

make a difference, that we have to make a difference and that we have to do better. 

 

(End video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Sophia, is it really possible for families of color to take in all these 

children, and if so, why haven’t they done it already?  And on top of that, when white 

families try to take them or adopt them, the National Black Association of Black Social 

Workers says, no, not right? 

 

MS. NELSON:  We talked about this a little on a former show.  I mentioned that I 

started an organization for women of color.  This is something I’m passionate about.  

Again, we are partner with African-American Adoptions Inc., and one of the things that 

I’m trying to encourage my peers – those African-American women who are single 

professionals, and we’re in large numbers – instead of waiting for luck to happen or 

chance to happen, we get married and have children – if that happens, that’s a blessing – I 

think we should be looking at adopting.  Those of us with means should be looking at 

adopting versus some of the folks you’re talking about, who may be in poverty or in 

lower income households, grandmothers who won’t be able to take in their grandchildren, 

et cetera.   

 

So I think we have to look at that professional African-American set that is very 

wealthy and that has a lot of opportunity and we need to break down and we need to 

reach into our community and give back.  To your question about white Americans 

adopting children of color, I saw this in the firm.  We had a gay couple, white gay couple.  

They adopted two black children.  There was a lot of angst over that.  But I say 

wholeheartedly, if children are going to be in a loving home, it doesn’t matter what color 

it is.  It matters if they’re going to get love, and that’s what we ought to all be supporting. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Unfortunately, the data shows that it’s something that should be at 

least assessed.  And I think that it’s famous the position of the Association of Black 

Social Workers that it should be within the same race.  The law took the opposite.  I 



understand that foster care law is actually the opposite.  It should be totally colorblind.  

And I think there’s many people that say, well, the colorblind policy doesn’t speak to the 

problem either.  Children of color, particularly African-American kids, continue to be in 

the foster care system at a much higher rate.  So let’s factor in race; let’s not make it the 

dominant factor and let’s really push very hard in our communities for more adoptions. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, as someone who grew up in a biracial home, I was so 

disgusted by that position that white parents can’t take care of black children because 

they may not know how to braid their hair or what kind of cultural things like that.  The 

child welfare system in this country is so broken, it’s despicable.  Billions of dollars are 

spent on this and there’s a lot of bureaucracy.  It’s inefficient.  People are under-trained, 

and children are suffering as a result of this, particularly minority children, and it really 

bothers me.  You have parents that go overseas to adopt kids.  I understand that there’s 

poverty and things overseas and those kids need homes, too, but there are thousands and 

thousands of children of color that need homes in this country.  We should really – I 

applaud Judge Hatchett for what she’s doing – get more volunteers, more mentors.  We 

need to reform the broken child welfare system. 

 

REP. EDWARDS:  Bonnie, I share the view that children should be in a loving 

home however that’s constructed.  The question is the children are landing in foster care 

because of poverty, then we need to go to the root causes of poverty and provide the kind 

of support and services that natural parents can and should be able to provide to their 

children.  And instead – 

 

MS. ERBE:  And keep those families together. 

 

REP. EDWARDS:  And keep them together.  Instead, we have a system that 

actually errs on the side of terminating parental rights especially in the case of children of 

color.  And so I worry about and wonder about the kind of support that we’re providing 

to parents so that they can keep their children and maintain them.  And even adoptive 

parents, what kind of long-term supports do we provide to them to make sure they’re in 

the best adoptive homes – (inaudible). 

 

MS. ERBE:  And if you’re interested in more on that, visit the website of Family 

Support America because that’s what they specialize in.  That’s it for this edition of “To 

the Contrary.”  Next week, some college presidents push to lower the legal drinking age 

to 18.  Please, join us on the web for “To the Contrary” extra, and whether your views are 

in agreement or to the contrary, please join us next time.   

 

(END) 

 


