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MS. ERBE:  This week on To the Contrary, can we end violence against women 

in war-torn developing nations?  Then, the Catholic Church and female priests?  Behind 

the headlines, why so many Latina teens get pregnant and drop out of high school.         

 

(Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello, I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, Hollywood comes to D.C.   

 

Should America spend $1 billion over five years to prevent violence against 

women in developing nations?  Actress Nicole Kidman thinks so and she flew to 

Washington, D.C., this week for a few hours just to testify in favor of the International 

Violence against Women Act or IVAWA.  With female physical and sexual abuse rates 

as high as 70 percent in some countries, Kidman says the bill could go a long way toward 

protecting women and girls around the world.   

 

MS. NICOLE KIDMAN:  (From tape.)  My stories and the other stories here 

illustrate the impact of violence against women on individuals, families, and 

communities.  But IVAWA rightfully links the consequences of violence against women 

to global goals – economic development, stability and peace, improving health and 

reducing HIV/AIDS.  

 

MS. ERBE:  It would also promote change in countries where rape, honor killing, 

and forced marriage are common but rarely prosecuted.  One of the countries that could 

receive assistance under IVAWA is Afghanistan.  While Afghan women still live with 

the threat of Taliban oppression, Afghani women say the presence of U.S. troops in the 

country has helped them feel somewhat safer, something activists hope President Obama 

takes into account as he reassesses America’s military strategy in a war torn nation.   

 

MS. :  (From tape.)  From acid attacks in Afghanistan to systematic rape by 

armed groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to sexual slavery throughout the 

world women have been targeted.  I wish to join with the United Nations.  I wish to join 

with our own leadership in this nation and our Congress to say enough is enough and now 

is the time.   

 

MS. ERBE:  So, Dr. Avis Jones-DeWeever, do Americans want their tax dollars 

going to help women fend off violence in countries such as Afghanistan?   

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  I certainly think so, especially when people are made 

aware of the type of brutal oppression that women have been exposed to in Afghanistan 

and around the world.  Most will understand that there are few issues on the international 

scale that’s more worthy than this one.   

 



MS. CHAVEZ:  I think protecting women in Afghanistan is actually a national 

security interest for the United States. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Americans are great humanitarians and what we’re learning about 

violence against women in Afghanistan and other countries make a very compelling case 

for funding this program.   

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  I think Americans are very charitable and they do believe in 

international aid, but I’m shocked at the billion dollar price tag.  That’s more than we’ve 

done in the past decade.   

 

MS. ERBE:  So when you say a national security issue, because that money will 

help build Afghanis who oppose the Taliban and help to keep them – they already occupy 

some parts of the country – but fend them off from taking more?   

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  Absolutely.  A friend of mine who’s a scholar on the Middle East 

talks about the condition of women in countries.  And he said, “if you want to know 

whether or not a country is going to be a threat to the United States, one of the things you 

want to look at is how women are treated in that country.”  It is a very good test of 

whether or not a country is capable of democracy and capable of becoming part of the 

sort of world community to look at the treatment of women in that country.  And I think – 

I am horrified when I hear some people on the left even suggesting, well we can just pull 

out of Afghanistan.  It shouldn’t be our business whether the Taliban get back in power.  

It is our business.   

 

MS. ERBE:  And my thought was, is this an issue that’s splitting the left because 

the left antiwar movement, which is where President Obama got his start and his first 

support, wants him pulling out of Afghanistan, is upset with him for not doing.  And yet, 

by helping these women, that’s part of staying there.   

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, it’s all about what do you think is the most effective strategy 

and do you think a major military presence is the most effective strategy to get you there.  

Then you support that.  And I think many people in the progressive side, in the left side 

believe that massive presence of American troops in Afghanistan is actually 

counterproductive – that will not get you there.  That there is a country – 

 

MS. ERBE:  But how can you do that if you pull out the troops?  You can’t 

protect – 

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  – wait.  If you pull out the troops, you cannot get the protection for 

the NGOs that are trying to help and save women and girls.  So you can’t have it both 

ways and I’m wondering if this is an issue that’s splitting the left.   

 



MS. SOSA:  Well, I think there are people that believe that you don’t have to go 

so massive as 40,000 additional troops as they were asking, that you can do it to a point 

that’s not the main answer to the problem.  Again, it’s – we don’t know.  We don’t know.  

But are we going to get into another Vietnam?  And that’s the biggest fear.  And a 

protracted war is not exactly to the benefit of anybody and that’s a fear that progressives 

have – that you’re entering into a protracted war in which you’re never going to hear.   

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  Traditionally when we have spent money overseas to assist 

women, it’s been for trafficking issues.  It’s been for antipoverty.  It’s been for 

microloans, to help women business get started.  That really helps them get out of 

poverty.  We’re dealing with a lot of cultural issues, but typically our strategy in the past 

has been to pick five or 10 countries, do a project there.  And we did that from 2002 to 

2007.  Afghanistan was not one of those countries.  Iraq was not one of those countries.  

We had different types of aid.  Perhaps we should focus on it, but again we’re spending 

tens of millions of dollars, not a billion dollars.  I’m very concerned about the price tag.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, that’s $200 million a year.  Actually, the IVAWA bill will, if 

it’s approved by Congress will pick between 10 and 20 countries to split the aid to.  And 

you’re talking to a billion five years, $200 million per year.  I don’t know.  Some people 

would say that’s not a huge amount of a trillion-plus federal budget.   

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  I think really the strategy here needs to be to reach 

out to our allies to say that we need some support in making sure that women are 

protected in Afghanistan and Congo and other areas around the world, where they are 

specifically being targeted and brutalized.  It’s good to see that now we are building 

better bridges across the world.  And so I am really very hopeful that we’ll be able to do 

that now when we may not have been able to do that in the past.   

 

MS. ERBE:  What about your thoughts on splitting the left because of course the 

antiwar left is not going to want – not that they won’t want the women helped, but if you 

don’t have the troops there, you can’t help the women.  And the women themselves are 

saying this.   

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Right.  I think there really is some basis for a 

possible division there, but I think that there can be some compromise if we look at ways 

in which we might share this burden and not try to take it all upon our own shoulders.   

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  But I think there’s another issue here in terms of the left in this 

attitude.  We think of feminists as being on the left and they largely are, but the feminists 

have not been as concerned about some of these cultural issues in places like 

Afghanistan.  Former first lady Laura Bush really made women in Afghanistan her issue.  

She really promoted.  She got very little credit from the National Organization for 

Women or any of the other major organizations.  They haven’t wanted to focus on this 

because it conflicted with other parts of their agenda.   

 



MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  I don’t think that’s true at all.  I think that women’s 

groups on the left had been very proactive in speaking out against everything from the 

trafficking of women in terms of the sex slave and trafficking, as well as the brutalization 

of women in Afghanistan and around the world.  I know that in former institution, 

Institute for Women’s Policy Research, we’ve done a lot of work in this area.  So it’s not 

true to say that women on the left or feminists had ignored these issues.  They’ve been 

very proactive against these issues.   

 

MS. SOSA:  And again because you’re buying into the military option, you think, 

we don’t do this and women are not going to be helped.  Well, some of us are not buying 

into the military option and we think there’re other ways to help the women.  I think 

because we’re not agreeing with you doesn’t mean that we don’t care about the wellbeing 

of the women.   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  From third world women to women priests.   

 

This week, the Roman Catholic Church offered conversion to traditionalist 

Anglicans who were uncomfortable with the Anglican Church’s acceptance of openly 

gay bishops and female priests.  Under the new arrangement, Anglicans would be 

allowed to participate in communion with the Catholic Church while retaining many of 

their liturgical traditions.  While married Anglican priests will still be allowed to convert 

and become Catholic priests, only unmarried Anglican bishops or priests could become 

Catholic bishops.  Some say the Vatican’s announcement comes as the Catholic Church 

hopes to rebuild its image in light of sexual abuse scandals and recent reports of priests 

having sexual affairs with women, some resulting in children born out of wedlock to 

women paid hush money by the Church.  Supporters say the union heals centuries of 

division between the two churches.   

 

Now, before, Karen Czarnecki, the two churches had a sort of unwritten 

agreement not to go after each others parishioners, is the Catholic Church breaking that 

unwritten law?   

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  I don’t think so.  There’s been a 45-year dialogue between 

the two churches and I think a lot of – this is not really controversial – a lot of the folks 

from the Episcopal Church have approached the Catholic Church saying, “our church no 

longer represents us.  We want to be welcomed in your church.  However, there’re some 

things that we’re concerned about.”  And I think over the course of a 45-year dialogue 

and in the whole name of evangelization, if they want to join the Catholic Church with a 

couple of changes, I think the Catholic Church has made this step acceptable.   

 

MS. SOSA:  I’m fascinated by this story.  I think this is truly incredible because 

coming from the Catholic Church in the United States, in which they fought so hard for 

priests not to get married or for nuns not to be allowed to be priests, and all of a sudden 

you’re reaching this compromise.  And I understand that they have reached a compromise 

in other parts of the world, but this potentially could be the first time in the United States 

that you have that compromise of allowing priests to be married.   



 

MS. ERBE:  Will it lead to eventually the church, like it forgave Galileo 500 

years later after excommunicating him; will we see married priests in 495 years?  

(Laughter.)     

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  Well, first of all, most people are not aware.  The Roman 

Catholic Church actually encompasses Eastern rite churches that do allow their priests to 

be married and have always allowed that.  They’ve never changed that.  That’s different 

from the Orthodox churches, which are not part of the Roman Catholic Church.  So this is 

not all that different and in fact – 

 

MS. ERBE:  It’s pretty different in the U.S., though – 

 

MS. SOSA:  It is very different in the United States.   

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  – absolutely no.  We have Eastern rite churches here in the 

United States.  We have the Syrian rite.  We have other Eastern rite churches here in the 

United States – the Maronites, some of whom allow their priests to be married.  So that’s 

not any different than they’ve been treated.  And by the way, if you are a protestant 

minister and you convert to Catholicism and you are married at the time, you can remain 

married.  So this is not that big a change, Bonnie.  This is, I think, an effort to reach out to 

people who – frankly, in Africa, the African Anglican Church shares much more in 

common with the Roman Catholic Church than they do with the bishop of Canterbury, 

whose church has gone off in a much more liberal direction. 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  I don’t know.  Call me a cynic, but I believe that this 

is something that was done to fill the pews of the Catholic Church by appealing to the 

more, I should say, more right wing aspect of the Anglican community, people who were 

a bit more intolerant of seeing priests who are women, priests who may be gay, or even 

marrying gay people in their churches and wanted – 

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  I have to interject here.  The Catholic Church is the fastest 

growing religion in the world.  The Catholic Church in the United States is growing.  

Those Protestant denominations that are ordaining gay clergy and women are in fact 

shrinking.   

 

MS. ERBE:  I’ve heard just the opposite.  I’ve heard that in the – look at all the 

dioceses that have gone bankrupt because of the priest pedophilia scandals.  There have – 

I think a huge one, just Delaware – I believe it was Delaware just folded – 

 

(Cross talk.)   

 

MS. SOSA:  – because of the immigrant community.  They’re growing up 

because of the immigrant community, but – so there are sectors of the Catholic Church 

that are growing.   

 



MS. ERBE:  But they’re also dying in Western Europe.  The trend is educated 

countries – 

 

MS. SOSA:  And the Catholic Church in the United States is a very diverse 

community.  You have the conservative sector, but you have very progressive sectors.  

For example, the nuns in the United States are some of the most progressive nuns.  

Actually they are under investigation by the Vatican.  We’re not quite sure why.  And I 

think this is an attempt – as a progressive, I’m thinking we need to get really into church 

politics here because what he’s doing, he’s making sure – Benedict XVI is making sure 

that the Catholic Church is a basin for conservative thinking.  And the reality of the 

membership of the Catholic Church is much more diverse than that.   

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  I don’t agree with that.   

 

MS. SOSA:  And it’s a highly political institution, although they claim they do 

everything in the darkness and we’re only going to know things when smoke comes out 

of the chimney in the Vatican, but in reality there’s a lot of politics going on and this is a 

classic example of that.   

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  The Catholic Church is very diverse.  I will say that.  But a 

lot of the nuns and a lot of the religious laywomen – and the last accounts I looked at 

were 82 percent on the frontlines, they’re in social services.  They’re assisting the poor.  

They’re feeding the homeless.  They’re doing things that probably 50 years ago a lot of 

priests would have done.  They’re serving as lay ministers in the churches.  Men and 

women have equal places in the church, just women can’t become priests.  So I don’t 

think that’s going to change anytime soon.  And by and large – 

 

MS. SOSA:  They have no political power.  If you cannot become a priest, you 

cannot become a bishop.  Bishops and ultimately the cardinals and the pope, they run the 

church and this is a very centralized church in which – it’s amazing how you can go to a 

Catholic church every Sunday and they say the same sermon.  The message is clear.  This 

is a very hierarchical church.  So as women, we’re not represented.  It’s a serious 

problem.   

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  It is a hierarchical church and that’s the reason some of us like it 

as a matter of fact.  As I said – 

 

MS. ERBE:  One at a time.  Linda?   

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  I do think that sometimes it’s difficult for people who are outside 

the church to understand.  This is a 2,000 year old institution.  The reason it has survived 

the way it has is because change has been slow.  It hasn’t radically changed over that 

time.  And that – and many of us think it’s actually its strength.  There’re a lot of people 

out there who feel very lost in this modern world and feel they want to be able to have 

some bedrock traditions and something they can count on that will remain stable.  And 

the Catholic Church provides that.   



 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Behind the headlines, the Latina dropout rate.  As the 

nation’s largest minority group, Hispanics comprise nearly 15 percent of the total U.S. 

population, a large segment also of America’s young people.  In fact, Latinas have 

emerged as the fastest growing group of school age young people.  But 41 percent of 

these women don’t graduate from high school on time.  A cultural and social crisis 

experts say we can no longer afford to ignore.   

 

(Begin video segment.)   

 

MS. :  It’s just not a problem just for Latinas, right, because they’re more likely 

to have to rely on social support programs, for example, because of these barriers.  And 

it’s not good for the country to turn out students that do not finish.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Working with the Mexican American Legal Defense and 

Educational Fund, the National Women’s Law Center sought out more than 1,000 

Hispanic girls and traced the dropout rate back to a number of problems at home and in 

the classroom.   

 

MS. :  We heard from many of the girls who we surveyed and interviewed that 

they face overt discrimination in school and were sometimes tracked into programs where 

they had lower expectations of them based on the stereotypes about their abilities.  But 

there were also a lot of stereotypes about them being low achievers and caretakers.  So 

we heard from many girls that what was expected of them was that they would maybe get 

pregnant, not stay in school, and have sort of a low-wage, menial job.  And these sorts of 

stereotypes were sometimes internalized as well.  And we heard from some students that 

“well, that’s all that’s expected of me.”  For example, one student said when she told her 

teacher about plans to go to college, that teacher said, “I give you two years before you’re 

pregnant and married.   

 

MS. ERBE:  For Latinas, pregnancy has proven to be a huge barrier to graduating 

on time.  While all racial and ethnic groups have seen a spike in the teen birthrate in 

recent years, more than half of Latina teens get pregnant at least once before the age of 

20.  That’s nearly twice the national average.   

 

MS. :  We find right now that there’s a lot of stigma attached to teen 

pregnancy, particularly looking at Latina teen pregnancy.  We have to be able to find 

ways to support young women to be able to make informed decisions about their health 

care and about their futures.   

 

MS. :  The fact that there isn’t comprehensive and medically accurate sex 

education readily available in most schools, I think that that makes a difference and I 

think that’s one of the reasons why you’ve seen a rise in teen pregnancy.   

 



MS. ERBE:  Often isolated from classmates, many young women turn to their 

families for support.  But experts say economic inequities and immigration policies are 

hurting the Latina family structure, in turn making it harder for girls to succeed.   

 

MS. :  Many times, we find that families are headed by women and many times 

women are working two or three jobs to be able to make ends meet, and we find that 

many times young Latinas and teens don’t have the parental support because the parent is 

doing what they can to give them the opportunity to be successful in life.  In some 

instances, because of immigration rates, parents have been deported and young people are 

left to grandmothers, aunts, neighbors, friends.  And so the parental support is no longer 

there.  And so they also are dealing and addressing with the fact that their parent has left.   

 

MS. ERBE:  The National Women’s Law Center believes local and national 

policy changes can help more Latinas reach their goals.   

 

MS. :  I think there really does need to be a real focus on high school dropouts 

for all subpopulations when No Child Left Behind is reauthorized.  That’s critical.  I 

think that as a part of that, I think there needs to be a focus on some of the subgroups, not 

just for Latinas.  I think there needs to be a focus on how do we keep pregnant and 

parenting students in schools.   

 

MS. :  It is not enough to say, “stay in school.”  It is not enough to say “don’t 

have sex.”  We need to be a little bit more realistic with our solutions.  And public health 

model interventions is only one way to do it.  We need to expand and look at immigration 

policy.  We also need to look at the way the educational system is supporting the needs of 

our young people.   

 

(End video segment.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  The answer, Patricia?   

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, first of all, I congratulate the National Women’s Law Center 

and the Mexican American Legal Defense Fund.  It’s fantastic they’re giving 1,000 

young Latinas an opportunity to voice their concerns and for us to learn from them.  And 

one of the things that was very compelling to me was how motivated these girls were.  

They had the same hopes everybody had.  They wanted to do better.  They wanted to go 

to school.  They wanted to become doctors and lawyers.  But they’re really caught in the 

middle of a very difficult situation.   

 

And I have to say this.  Their life, the high pregnancy rate, and as you know also 

they have the highest suicide rate in the country, 14 percent compared to other 

communities among young Latinas, is a consequence of a lot of issues that we’re 

debating but we’re not solving – abortion, sex education, the immigration debate.  And so 

they’re caught in the middle of these social events.  And they are the victims of us not 

really coming as a country together, trying to find a solution that is for the benefit of 

everybody.   



 

MS. CZARNECKI:  While I agree with you that there’re a lot of issues that the 

young Latinas face, I think it’s really cultural.  They’re stuck between two worlds.  Is it 

the machismo attitude where the men are the bread winners and the women stay home?  

Or is it you’re an American and women at the age of 13, 14, 15 have all this freedom and 

can do what they want.  I think that is the struggle among families right now.   

 

And I think there’re lots of things that we can do, but mentoring these young 

people – just because your mother may had been 16, unwed, and pregnant, doesn’t mean 

you should be in that same cycle of dependency because it’s just – it’s infectious.  It 

affects a lot of generations.  I think we need to mentor these kids in school and tell them, 

“if you want to be successful, you do have to stay in school.  You do have to think about 

yourself and your future.”  It’s not just easy to say let’s give them parenting classes.  

There’s so much more that can be done.   

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  You’re right, Karen, but we had – not confuse this because the 

Latino population is quite different.  And when you look at the question of unwed 

pregnancy, which is very high now and growing in the Latino community, it is somewhat 

different than, say, in the African-American community, where you do have multi-

generations of children – young women getting pregnant, their moms were unwed when 

they were pregnant.  That is not true in the Latino community.  They actually have a very 

high rate of marriage and immigrant Latinos actually have a rate of marriage that is 

higher than that of a non-Hispanic whites.  So it is different.   

 

I will say, though, that as much as we’re talking about how bad it is for Latinos, 

there was a study out this week too from the Hispanic Pew Center or the Pew Hispanic 

Center, which said that Latinas are actually doing better than Latinos, in terms of young 

men.  From 16 to 25, if a girl has not had a baby, 60 percent of those girls are actually in 

college and that’s a higher rate than among young males.   

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  I think this really emphasizes the importance of sex 

education and really making sure that girls have access to the information that they need 

to be able to protect themselves from both pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.   

 

MS. SOSA:  I think is that a more – the barriers to health clinics and having the 

highest uninsured rate in the country – so there are very practical things that need to 

happen at multiple, multiple levels.  And I’m going to take Karen’s suggestion because I 

think I’m going to call a mentorship program in my community because I think that’s 

really important.  We always need to think, “What can I do?  I’m not a member of 

Congress.  I’m not the president of the United States.”  So I’m going to call a mentorship 

program and I’m going to see if I can mentor a couple of Latinas – 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right, good, that’s terrific.  But I did hear, back to your data, I 

also read somewhere that the teen, Latina teen pregnancy rate is twice as high in 

California as it is in Mexico – unwed teen.   

 



MS. CHAVEZ:  Yes, absolutely.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Because of Mexico shotgun weddings – 

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  Well, that’s right, but the interesting thing is – 

 

MS. ERBE:  – because they have smaller communities where – 

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  – that’s right, but – 

 

MS. ERBE:  – the father of the son says, “Okay, you got her pregnant, you’re 

marrying her now.”   

 

MS. CHAVEZ:  And by the way, there’s some indication that the young Latina 

women who are having babies out of wedlock do eventually marry the fathers of their 

babies.  And that is – whether it’s a shotgun wedding or not is actually encouraging.  

Because that means those children will actually grow up in a two-parent household.   

 

MS. ERBE:  And that’s it for this edition of To the Contrary.  Next week, 

remembering the Little Rock Nine.  Please join us on the web for “To the Contrary 

Extra” and whether your views are in agreement or to the contrary, please join us next 

time. 

 

(END) 


