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.STX 
 

MS. ERBE:  This week, a special edition of “To the Contrary:” a long chat with 
presidential daughter, Doro Bush Koch, about her new biography of her father, President 
George H. W. Bush.  

 
(Musical break.) 
 



MS. ERBE:  Hello, I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to “To the Contrary,” a 
discussion of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.   

 
Similar to the Kennedy name, the Bush name is a staple in American politics.  

This week we spent some time with a member of the first family, President Bush’s 
younger sister, Doro Bush Koch.  She’s the youngest child and only female among the 
five Bush children.  Unlike two of her four brothers, she’s chosen to stay out of politics.  
Instead, she’s a writer, and her new book, “My Father, My President,” is about her father, 
the first President Bush, from a very personal perspective.  She tells us what it was like 
growing up as the only surviving daughter. 

 
(Begin video segment.)  
 
DOROTHY BUSH KOCH [Author: “My Father, My President”]:  Actually it was 

kind of tough to have four older brothers when I was little because of course they all – the 
door would often get slammed in my face and they’re running off to go to play basketball 
or something.  And then now, I’m very protected and looked after by my four brothers, 
and so it actually was a lot of fun growing up with them.   

 
MS. ERBE:  One little known fact about the Bush family is Dorothy Bush is the 

only surviving daughter of George and Barbara Bush.  Her sister, Robin, born after 
George W., died of leukemia at the age of four.  Her mother Barbara run a mostly male 
household and, as Doro explains, Barbara proved to be a true matriarch. 

 
What roles do you and your mom play in a family with five men? 
 
MS. KOCH:  Well, you know – a lot of people know my mom – have gotten to 

know her over the years and they love her because she’s who she is and she doesn’t try to 
pretend to be something she’s not, and she’s a very strong woman.  My brothers jokingly 
call her “the enforcer.”  She doesn’t like that name, but she’s strong and she sort of sets 
the rules and my brothers all adhere to them – we all do.  And it was a great way to grow 
up because she was a very strong influence on all of us.  

 
MS. ERBE:  Are you going to do a biography of her as well? 
 
MS. KOCH:  No.  (Laughs.) 
 
MS. ERBE:  Why not?  
 
MS. KOCH:  Because she’s written her own memoirs.  You know, my dad’s 

never written his memoirs.  He’s written a great book called “All the Best,” which is a 
book of letters, and he really expresses himself best through letters, and I’ve included 
some of them in the book.  But my mom – she’s written two books on her life and I think 
she’s well covered.   

 



MS. ERBE:  You say in the book that the person who influenced your father the 
most was your grandmother.  Where did you see that influence? 

 
MS. KOCH:  You know, it’s amazing: my grandmother who was my namesake – 

her name was Dorothy Walker Bush, and that my name, but now I’m Dorothy Bush Koch 
– she was, I think, the biggest influence in his life, because she taught him the very basic 
things: to be kind to others, not to brag about yourself, to when someone’s hurt lift up the 
other guy.  And these are the things that at 82 years of age, my dad still adheres to.  And 
in the book I call him the master of the small gesture.  And it’s the very little things that 
he does that makes the biggest impact on people.  

 
 I have a great story in the book, I think, about when dad was to be inaugurated 

president of the United States, the biggest day in his life, and he looked over and he saw 
that President Reagan was being bundled up in an overcoat, and he said – turned to his 
aid and said let me borrow your coat.  And he put it on and of course it didn’t fit very 
well, it wasn’t his coat, and he didn’t want to upstage President Reagan, and dad didn’t 
want to look younger and more vital because he just didn’t want to show that contrast.  
And here it was, his big day, and I just think that says a lot about a man. 

 
MS. ERBE:  How does your mom’s role in your father’s political life compare 

with Laura and George?   
 
MS. KOCH:  I don’t know.  They’re both so individual, it’s really hard to 

compare.  It’s hard to compare a mother and a sister-in-law.  It’s hard to compare a 
brother and a father.  I try not to do that because what happens is one ends up looking – 
or someone will want to make one look better than the other, and when you’re in a family 
that’s hard.  But I think – I’m really proud of Laura, what she’s done, and I don’t think 
she get as much credit as she should for what she’s done for heart disease and what she’s 
done of libraries around the country, what she’s done at the UN, and all of those things.  
So she set her own sort of pace as first lady and she’s very, very effective. 

 
MS. ERBE:  Does that mean you think there should be more coverage of her 

positive work?  
 
MS. KOCH:  I think so.  I wish there were because, you see, I know I get to be 

with her a lot and see what she does and a lot of times it’s – but I think she’s getting good 
coverage as well.  I mean, I know her work at the UN was well covered and I thought that 
was terrific. 

 
MS. ERBE:  And her popularity ratings are up there with your mom’s, right? 
 
MS. KOCH:  Yes, she’s very popular and that’s good.  And it’s easy to be popular 

when you don’t make the decisions a president makes.  And it’s easy to be unpopular 
when you’re the president because you’re making decisions that at the time might seem 
unpopular; but when historians sort it out, it changes.   

 



MS. ERBE:  Two of your brothers went into politics: your brother the president, 
George, and your brother the Florida governor, Jeb.  Did you ever think about going into 
politics or did your dad ever try to guide you in that direction? 

 
MS. KOCH:  Not really.  My dad just sort of – not sort of – my dad set an 

example for us and we all follow his example in some way or another: some of them into 
public service, a lot of us in private service, I guess you would say.  All of us have been – 
my dad has taught us to really give back in some way – to know how blessed we are and 
to take that opportunity to do something for other people.   

 
And so I run the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy in my home state 

of Maryland.  My other brothers do a lot of work to help others.  So he wasn’t a dad who 
said, Doro, I think you ought to do this.  It was never – it was always, you do what you 
feel strongly about, and this is what I do, and you can learn from my – well, he doesn’t 
say that, but I learned from his example and my mom, too.   

 
MS. ERBE:  While her father and two brothers are major political figures, Doro, 

too, has a place in history: she’s the first and only woman to be a daughter of a president 
and the sister of a president.  Instead of following in the Bush family’s political tradition, 
Doro used her singular perspective on the presidency to write a book about her father, 
George H. W. Bush. 

 
Telling your father’s story as former president of the United States is a pretty 

huge task.  Why did you decide to do it and how did it come about? 
 
MS. KOCH:  Well, what happened was there was an assistant who worked for my 

dad when he was the president who put aside these daily files.  And these daily files were 
the personal files, not the public files, so they were the correspondence – what personal 
things my dad was doing every single day as president.  And she put them aside.  No one 
had seen them and she came to my dad one day and she said, I’ve got these files and I 
thought that your daughter, Doro, should use them some day and maybe write a book.  
And my dad was surprised, and then when my dad told me I was very surprised.  I had no 
idea that she’d put them aside.  So he asked me, he said, would you like to do it?  I know 
you’re busy, I know – don’t feel pressure, it’s just an idea and it’s out there.  So I 
immediately accepted the idea because I thought, wow, what an opportunity to not only 
write about a president, but write about my dad.   

 
And so then – but I knew I wanted it to be a – he’s had this extraordinary career 

that spans from World War II all the way to the present.  And so I knew I needed to have 
it be chronological on his extraordinary life and career through all this piece of history.  
But then I also wanted it to be more about the man because that’s my expertise.  
Historians don’t live with presidents, and daughters do.  They can write about the things 
– the policy, the history – but they don’t know the person the way a daughter would know 
the person, and so that’s the perspective from where the book comes from.   

 



And the fist thing I did was to hire my sister-in-law, who’s been with me every 
step of the way, and she and I then wrote letters to all of my dad’s many, many thousands 
of friends and colleagues, and I got 167 letters back filled with stories about dad.  Then I 
knew I needed to fill some holes in the story and talk specifically to people.  And so I 
interviewed over 135 people, including all the living presidents, all the world leaders, or 
most of them that were in office when my dad was the president, and then colleagues and 
friends and lots and lots of people.   

 
And so that was probably one of my favorite parts of doing the book was having 

this opportunity to talk to people like General Colin Powell or President Clinton, who 
was my first interview, or all the – all of those very fine people that have served our 
country, and also people not famous, like the nurses at the White House who my dad had 
– there’s a wonderful story about them in the book, about my dad having a fan – Roger 
Whittaker fan club with the nurses.  And anyway he ultimately ended up invited them to 
Kennebunkport the year he lost the presidency.  He didn’t want to forget the nurses and 
surprised them by inviting Roger Whittaker himself.  Funny things like that that I learned 
about in these interviews.  And so we did that, and the book sort of came together.  

 
MS. ERBE:  The fist person Doro Bush Koch interviewed for the book was none 

other than the man who beat her father in 1992, Bill Clinton.   
 
MS. KOCH:  Well, he was the first interview by accident.  I had been following 

around my dad and President Clinton; they were doing tsunami work for USAID and 
there was a day here in Washington and President Clinton – chief of staff, he turned to 
me and said, well, I know you want to interview the president, how about now?  And I 
was thinking to myself, gosh, I’m not ready because I didn’t have my questions and I 
didn’t know he was – anyway, ended up – long story short, I ended up going to his house.  
My sister-in-law and I, that afternoon we had set up our taping system, but we hadn’t 
really learned how to use it yet because we didn’t know – we hadn’t started the 
interviews.  So we started with President Clinton.  He could not have been more gracious.   

 
I have a friend who once said to me, if your father invites President Clinton to 

Kennebunkport, I know she’s really lost it.  And he sure enough he has, and he’s been 
there twice and they do have a genuine friendship.  And I talk a lot about that in the book, 
and I talk about their travels in the tsunami and – from the point of view of someone who 
was with them – my dad’s chief of staff – and how really gentle and tender President 
Clinton was with my dad, who was older, and treated him like an elder statesman and 
treated him with such respect.  And they continue to do good things together.  They just 
received an award in Philadelphia – a big, important award together and it’s great; it’s 
very healing for the country.  I love seeing it.  

 
MS. ERBE:  Despite the Bush-Clinton political rivalry, the Bush family harbored 

no animosity toward President Clinton.  Even though attacks can get personal, Doro Bush 
Koch explains it’s how the game of politics is played.  

 



 MS. KOCH:  Well, one of the things you learn pretty quickly in politics is that 
one the hand for me politics is personal because this is my family, but on the other hand 
the rhetoric and the things that are said during campaigns – it’s just the heat of the battle 
and once that’s all done – but it wasn’t so much as being angry with President Clinton.  It 
was more being disappointed that my dad had more to do, and he would have liked to 
have stayed on and finish some things.  And of course the economy turned around 
immediately after President Clinton took office, and that was – dad laid the groundwork 
for that and it was unpopular when he said – when he had to turn back on his no new 
taxes pledge, but it was for the good of the American people and sure enough – anyway.  
But that’s life.   

 
And what I love about the book is I go on to talk about the post-presidency and 

what dad’s done as a former president.  And what dad’s taught me is that life doesn’t end 
when you get to be in your 70s and your 80s and he has a philosophy of life that just – 
what more can I do?  How can I help?  There are lots of things that he wanted to do and – 
but he did have some big accomplishments while he was there: the Gulf War and 
Operation Just Cause in Panama and the ADA, so there were some big accomplishments.  
I guess I didn’t want to insinuate that he didn‘t get things done.  The Clean Air Act was 
passed – lots of things happened under his watch.  But there’s always more that you can 
do to help.  

 
MS. ERBE:  With a brother who’s governor, another brother who’s a former 

governor and president of the United States, and a father who is a former president of the 
United States, your family is sometimes referred to as the Bush dynasty.  How do you 
feel about that? 

 
MS. KOCH:  A dynasty is a king, queen – it’s not that.  It’s public service.  It’s a 

commitment to public service and – my grandfather was a senator for 10 years and then 
my dad fallowed in his footsteps and then two of my brothers as well.  And so I don’t like 
the insinuation of that because it sounds like entitlement.  It sounds different than what it 
really is, and that is serving the public in whatever way and – dad lost a lot of races along 
his path to the presidency.  That happens, too.  So it’s really service to our country in one 
way or another.   

 
MS. ERBE:  Where did you get that from?  You seem so dedicated to seeing it as 

a service and not as an advantage.  Did you get that from your mother, your father, or 
somewhere else? 

 
MS. KOCH:  I’m sure from him.  I mean, it’s the respect for the office of the 

presidency.  It’s not because George H. W. Bush was the president; it’s because there’s 
this respect for the office of the presidency.  There’s just – I guess it’s a point of view that 
it’s not him; it’s the office, it’s serving the public, and it’s stepping aside when your time 
is done.  I think my dad’s done a great job of letting others have their turn when his term 
was over and not being out there grandstanding and trying to say, well, this is what I 
think and I need to get the news and be on the news and – he’s not like that.   

 



MS. ERBE:  And why not you?  I know you said you didn’t think about it and 
your father didn’t steer you in that direction – into politics – but why your two brothers 
and not you?   

 
MS. KOCH:  Because I just didn’t have the desire to run for political office.  

There are other things that I like to do and it just wasn’t my choice.  But if it had been my 
choice, I certainly would have done it.  

 
MS. ERBE:  Your husband is a Democrat, but a Democrat for Bush.  Tell me 

about how that works.  
 
MS. KOCH:  Well, he is a Democrat.  He’s still a Democrat.  He’ll always be a 

Democrat, and he worked for Congressman Dick Gephardt when he was – and then he 
worked for Tony Coelho, and it’s a lot easier than you might think.  People often ask 
about it.  He is supportive of my family because he knows them and loves them.  

 
MS. ERBE:  Is there talk of politics at home? 
 
MS. KOCH:  Yes.  
 
MS. ERBE:  Do you agree on things?  
 
MS. KOCH:  No.  
 
MS. ERBE:  And that’s okay? 
 
MS. KOCH:  That’s fine. 
 
MS. ERBE:  Do you stay away from talking about things that you disagree on? 
 
MS. KOCH:  No, we’re close.  It doesn’t matter.  He doesn’t care if I disagree 

with him; I don’t care if he disagrees with me.  That’s just life.  
 
MS. ERBE:  What does your book say about your family that you want 

Americans to know about, but that hasn’t been given a lot of coverage or given a lot of 
airtime?   

 
MS. KOCH:  Well, really, it’s not my family, it’s my dad.  And I want people to 

know that he did reach the pinnacle of his career – the presidency – but there were some 
valleys.  One of the chapters is called “Mountaintops and Valleys” – and that there were 
some tough times, and that my dad was able to handle each and every time with dignity 
and grace and able to learn and move on and continue to keep his moral compass and do 
what’s right.   

 
What’s extraordinary about my dad was, yes, he’s had this incredible career, no 

one, no president has had such a vast and different and interesting career that my dad has 



had – all these different amazing jobs.  And a lot of them, I might add, could have been 
dead ends.  Like, for example, being chairman of the Republican National Committee 
during Watergate, or the Central Intelligence Agency might not have been the best 
stepping stone to the presidency.  But he did it because it was his duty.  But what makes 
my dad – because he felt it was his duty.  But what makes him extraordinary is that he’s 
remained this good person throughout.  And the book has example after example of his 
kindness to someone else, or letters or stories or things that show the kind of man he is – 
the very, very special, kind person that he is.  I think that can be rare in someone who’s 
had such a career.  

 
MS. ERBE:  How do you deal with criticism of your dad?  
 
MS. KOCH:  Well, the thing is, first of all I don’t like the criticism.  I mean, it’s 

my dad, so that’s hard.  But oftentimes the media wants to create a narrative about 
someone and then fulfill that narrative with things that are not true.  And then it becomes 
this false history and it becomes – stories like I tell the story in the book “The Scanner 
Story” where they try to call my – the narrative was he’s out of touch.  And so he went to 
go to visit a – it was at grocery convention, I think – anyway, he was at a grocery store, 
and they were showing him how that is you tear up a scanner in 5 pieces, the item can 
still be scanned.  And dad was interested, dad was inquisitive, but yet the person who 
wrote the story who, by the way, actually was not at the event, wrote the story to say that 
he was out of touch: look, he doesn’t even know how to work a scanner.  Well, that 
wasn’t it at all.  And then, now you look on Google – well, the whole scanner thing is still 
there and it’s not true.  So those things are difficult, but it sort of comes with it.   

 
MS. ERBE:  What do you want the public to take away about your dad from your 

book?  
 
MS. KOCH:  I just hope people are inspired by the book.  I hope people – I’ve 

had a lot of people say to me, oh, I would love to write a book about my dad, or I hope 
that my children – my son will grow up to be like your dad, or my daughter will want to 
some day do something like thins.  I hope people take away that it’s the little things in 
life that can make an enormous difference.  That if you take the time to help someone, 
even in the tiniest way, that that makes a difference in so many people’s lives, or can 
make a difference.  And that’s the way he is.  And if people can understand that about 
him than that’d hopefully be a good contribution to history.   

 
(End video segment.) 
 
MS. ERBE:  That’s it for this edition of “To the Contrary.”  Next week: ex 

Hewlett Packard CEO Carly Fiorina tells us how far she thinks women have come in 
corporate America.  Please join us on the web for “To the Contrary” Extra.  Whether your 
views are in agreement or to the contrary, please join us next time. 

 
(END) 


