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.STX 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Prime time TV is embracing gay America like never before, but the Vatican issued a scathing 

attack on gay marriage this week.  Who's winning the culture war religion or television? 

 

 MS. DeWITT:  Religion says, wrong, wrong, wrong.  TV and society says, who cares, who cares, who cares?  

Winner, who cares? 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  Cultural war, in the end spirituality always wins. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  Gay rights, the gay community and human rights are winning.  Hopefully in 10 to 15 years 

today's anti-gay activists are going to be embarrassed by their positions. 

 



 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  I think the jury is still out on this one, so stay tuned. 

 

 (Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello, I'm Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To The Contrary, a discussion of news and social trends from a 

variety of women's perspectives. 

 

 This week, as Los Angeles Lakers' star Kobe Bryant prepares for a court hearing on rape charges, we discuss 

whether there's too much pressure to out his accuser. 

 

 Then, are Americans more or less gay friendly? 

 

 Behind the headlines, small women's groups, the next phase of the women's movement? 

 

 Up first, alleged rape and prominent publicity.  Basketball star and celebrity spokesman Kobe Bryant heads 

to a Colorado courtroom for televised hearings this coming week on rape charges.  Bryant will be formally charged 

with raping a teenage employee at a posh Colorado mountain resort.  The charge carries a maximum sentence of life in 

prison.  Bryant admits he had sex with the alleged victim, but claims she consented.  With his wife at his side, he's 

vowed to fight the rape charge.  His televised hearing is creating a media frenzy as the alleged rape victim, who is 

keeping her identity secret, faces a similar media blitz.  Friends, acquaintances and even former boyfriends are going 

public with information on her past history and character, some with, some without her permission.  Defying a 

controversial media tradition that protects the identity of rape victims, an LA radio talk show host announced her name 

on the air.  Her photograph has been published by tabloids and on the Internet.  In a controversial move critics call 

unconstitutional, the judge announced that any reporters who report the victim's name will be banned from the 

courtroom during the trial. 

 

 So, Angela McGlowan, is it old fashioned of the media to protect rape victims or alleged rape victims' 

identity.  Should we be leaving these women alone, or should we be outing them? 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  You know that I'm an advocate for victims' rights, and I believe that rape victims or 

alleged rape victims are not protected enough, that's why a lot of women don't come out when they are raped.  I think 

that in this situation -- 

 

 MS. ERBE:  What a lot of women say on both sides, liberal and conservative, is that to take the stigma out of 

rape, to put the stigma on the alleged rapist and away from the woman who was raped or claims she was raped, that if 

you come out and you say, look, I didn't do anything, this was done to me, and I'm not embarrassed by what happened 

to me, I'm going to go get the guy who did it to me, aren't you building the case to take the stigma out of rape? 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  Well, it's such a unique situation.  It's such a brutal act, Bonnie, and it changes a 

woman's psychological position.  She goes through a lot.  So, I don't know the answer.  In this situation, looking at 

Kobe Bryant, I mean, I've met him.  I think he's a very nice young player, and he doesn't have that type of reputation.  

But men need to understand that when a woman says no, even if you're in the sexual act of, if a woman says no, that 

means no.  So, this is a very, very sticky situation.  But I'm glad that it's bringing attention more on the victim. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Is there anybody here on the panel who does believe that it would help women to come out more 

and be more open about when they've been victims of rape? 

 

 MS. OMERA:  Well, we treat rape differently.  I mean, there's no way that it can't come across as 

paternalistic, whether we're giving more protections to alleged rape victims or less protections.  I mean, one reform 

that was important was making sure that men could be convicted of raping, or husbands could be convicted of raping 

their wives, that's something big.  But, now we're getting into gray areas where we'll never know what happened in that 

room with Kobe Bryant and the mystery woman, or I guess not so mysterious now.  And, there is nothing really -- it's 

a very difficult situation, both for the press, as well as for her, even her friends can't agree as to what kind of person she 

is. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  She's being put on trial, though, before she's even going to trial.  Do you see what I'm 



saying.  They're talking about her reputation, they're saying that she's crazy.  That she tried to commit suicide.  That 

she was upset about an exboyfriend, that she wants to be a star.  Does that matter?  If a woman is attacked, I don't care 

if she's a prostitute, but if she's attacked, she's attacked. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  But the stigma attached to a man, even if he ends up being exonerated, is something you can't 

ever live down, it's like being a child abuser. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  What about the stigma attached to the woman? 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  And historically, we have paid more attention to the stigma attached to the woman.  

And I've had friends in this situation that weren't nearly as ambiguous or amorphous as the one that's being discussed 

right now, where it was knife to the throat situation, and it was certainly their choice that their names stay out of the 

press.  They would have been horrified.  They were barely able to get through the day much less deal with just a 

barrage of media attention.  However, I think it's very important to talk about the fact that, as Margie brought up, there 

is a stigma attached to the accused as well.  And even if they're exonerated, what do you do?  As these rape laws 

change, in some ways very controversially. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Well, for example, he lost his -- a whole bunch of endorsements, which some would argue, he 

admitted to having consensual, adulterous sex, maybe that's something companies don't want to have representing 

them. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  That hasn't stopped them with other athletes, stars before, many of whom happen to 

be married.  So they follow the bucks.  But I think it is worth talking about, as rape laws change, and some of the 

changes are absolutely positive, in my opinion, particularly the one that admits and acknowledges what we've known 

for ages, and that is that men can, in fact, rape their wives, I think it's very important to talk about evidence, and what 

evidence is allowed to be considered in that courtroom.  If you have anyone accusing anyone of an act that could put 

that person in jail for life, then the person's psychological background should be gone into.  The accuser's 

psychological background should be evidence. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  I don't think that that should matter. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  If you've got somebody who's accused -- 

 

 MS. ERBE:  The rules of evidence take care of it already. 

 

 MS. DeWITT:  I think this is a contextual situation.  You have an evolving area of law right now.  This is not 

a 16-year-old, these are not unknown people -- these are not unknown people, where the mystery woman who is, as 

you said, not so mysterious is -- the situations with athletes, high visibility men, as you said, you've got to worry about 

women putting themselves in situations where they are exploiting themselves. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  What about the media's role here?  I mean, we have an evolving area not just of law but of media 

ethics.  You have the Internet, her picture has been published all over the Internet.  So, should newspapers and TV 

stations hold back when anybody with a computer or who can go to a library can see her face? 

 

 MS. DeWITT:  I think it depends on the newspaper.  I don't think the New York Times is going to carte 

blanche do this kind of thing.  I think the Internet is like the wild west, you know, you're going to see stuff out there.  

You're going to see it in tabloids.  I mean, this judge has ruled that anybody who uses -- well, I mean, if you're going to 

be a responsible journalist, you know, and this is her psychological state, her intentions are all part of building a case, 

then it's important.  I don't think it should be a carte blanche rule that you can't do this, because her name is already out 

there.  And, as you say, with the Internet everything is wide open. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  There's a difference between looking her up to find her picture and her name, and just turning 

on the television and seeing every channel her name, her name, her name, her picture. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  But the picture that has been posted on the Internet was the wrong girl.  This was a 

young lady that looks similar to the young lady.  Now, this, her name is Karen, actually, and she had to hire an attorney 



because they're taking her head now and putting it on porn sites.  So, again, the victim is being put on trial, and even 

the wrong person is being put on trial here. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  It's so ridiculous.  The idea of interviewing anyone's former boyfriends and 

girlfriends, I mean talk about an unreliable source. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Wait, some of whom she put forward as spokespersons for her, some of whom went on without 

her endorsement. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  You can't have it both ways.  Either you want to stay -- 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  Once you open the flood -- I think that's right.  Once you open the floodgates, it's 

kind of all bets are off. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  If somebody starts a media/public relations blitz against you, i.e. leaking that you've been 

institutionalized for mental problems, leaking all this information to the media negative, then don't you -- why 

shouldn't she be mounting her own campaign to defend her image but without putting her face on national television. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  But how can you really defend yourself, I wouldn't want to have a spokesperson, I 

would want to be out there.  Look, he did this to me, this happened.  By having other people speak for you, mistakes 

can happen.  You need to speak for yourself. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Not that this is a parallel situation, I will tell you that one of the Supreme Court Justices once 

told me, they like their power, they like being national figures, they like being able to go in to check into hotels and not 

be recognized.  So, they want the publicity, but they don't want their faces out there either.  That's why they don't have 

cameras in the courtroom. 

 

 From Colorado courts to the court of public opinion.  Mixed news in the gay culture wars, prime time 

television is airing an explosion of gay friendly programming to audiences that can't seem to get enough, including this 

week's premiere of the Bravo Network's Boy Meets Boy, a male on male dating show.  Despite this proliferation, a 

recent Supreme Court decision barring anti-sodomy laws, and New York City's announcement of the nation's first 

public school for gay students, it's not all thumbs up on gay rights.  The Vatican issued a 12-page document slamming 

gay marriage as deviant.  And President Bush says White House lawyers are looking for a way to define marriage as 

only valid between a man and a woman. 

 Public opinion polls are mixed, showing generally increased acceptance of gays, but a backlash against gay 

marriage as the prospect becomes increasingly possible.  One new Gallup Poll asked Americans if same sex relations 

between consenting adults should be legal, 48 percent said yes, 46 percent no.  This is the lowest level of support since 

1996, and a precipitous drop of 12 points since just two months ago. 

 

 So, Nancy Pfotenhauer, who is winning, church or television as opposed to church and state? 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  Well, this is a fascinating topic to watch, and I don't want to trivialize anybody's 

opinions on this when I say it, but you really are seeing the difference between acceptance and tolerance and 

endorsement here, I think.  There is a large part of the population that, if you say, should these two people be able to do 

what they wish to do, they'll say, it's not my business to stop them.  But it's very different when you try to use 

 

 MS. ERBE:  But 10 or 20 years ago, you would have said there were laws on the books, the laws were 

enforced, that said, no, you can't do that.  So that is really a sea change in public opinion.  Because we've had big 

campaigns by the gay rights movement, and a lot of Americans now have friends, or relatives, or everybody knows 

somebody, is related to in some way someone who is gay. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  That's true.  You know, those sodomy laws were stupid.  Point blank, laws are meant to 

be changed.  Whatever people do in their bedroom, that's their business.  I don't care.  But, having said that, I think 

there's a higher power in this land, and that is the Good Book.  And a woman is meant to be with a man, a man is meant 

to be with a woman in marriage. 

 



 MS. DeWITT:  Okay. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  That's how I feel.  Karen, I'm sure you have another opinion. 

 

 MS. DeWITT:  Well, you know, there are many people who have -- many religions have different good 

books.  And I always sort of liked the Golden Rule, which is that, you know, all we have to do is be kind and loving to 

one another.  If we follow that rule, to love the Lord, thy God, with thy whole mind, thy whole heart, thy whole soul, 

and thy neighbor as thyself, then you don't have any problems. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  The two of you say to me, any religion you want can put any spin you want on any issue you 

want and say that a particular bible books says -- 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  But, Bonnie, it's a difference in tolerance and endorsement. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  Another thing that that poll showed was, asked have your opinions changed towards 

homosexuals in the last few years, and a majority said, no, they'd stayed the same.  And more people said, yes, I feel 

more tolerant than said, no, I feel less tolerant.  I mean, this is really becoming a big issue.  It's going to be 

embarrassing.  It's going to be -- anti-gay folks are going to be like Trent Lott ten years from now having to 

back-pedal. 

 

 MS. DeWITT:  There's also the issue of pressure when a pollster comes up and says, do you favor gay 

marriage or not?  Most people don't care.  But, if they're going to actually be in a poll, they're going to say, oh, no, what 

would my mother say?  No, I'm not in favor of that.  I think there's a lot of poll pressure. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  May I please say this, though, the gay school in New York, I mean, I think people who 

fought for civil rights for so many decades, and people who died fighting for civil rights, that totally turns it around.  If 

we're going to create a gay school for gay kids, then let's create schools for kids that have blonde hair, let's create 

schools for black kids. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  And Irish. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  Yes, let's do that.  I mean, what we do need is tolerance, what we do need is an 

embracing type of policy to accept people for who they are.  But I still don't believe that marriages should be legalized 

between people of the same sex. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Let's start 50 years ago, the 1950s, we had a country that saw homosexuality generally as 

deviant, just as the Vatican says in its decree this week.  We had people who were gay had to hide it, they'd lose their 

jobs, they'd lose their families, whatever.  A lot of gay people married for cover to a heterosexual person.  But my point 

is, in 50 years a lot has changed.  We now have acceptance.  Prime time television, even there were no complaints 

about Will and Grace, Queer As Folk, no complaints against advertisers.  The advertisers love these gay-themed 

shows. 

 

 However, now we're seeing a backlash against gay marriage.  More acceptance of gays generally, but a 

backlash against gay marriage.  So, are we going to see the pendulum swing in the other direction and see more 

cultural acceptance of gay marriage five or ten years from now? 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  This is what I was trying to get at, and I guess because I don't really have a dog in the 

fight, I feel like I'm a little bit objective on this in that because religion teaches people, I think, to be, particularly 

Christian-based religions, to be open and tolerant and kind, on the one hand, you would never go out of your way to be 

cruel to someone in that situation.  But, there's a cross-pressuring if you bring up gay marriage, because also people are 

being taught in church that marriage is sacred, it's a sacred union, blessed by God, between a man and a wife.  And 

that's why you've got both the tolerance and the backlash once the term marriage is introduced into the conversation. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  Well, I think we're going to end up settling at something where gay marriage may not be 

legal, but it should be that -- if there are people that want to have healthy relationships, who are we to stand in the way.  

I mean, we have so much strife, family strife, and if there are people who want to make sure that they can share 



property with their partner, get health benefits, I think all that should be allowed.  And I think maybe the marriage will 

wait a little bit, but the civil unions should happen. 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  I have known people that they've lost loved ones to AIDS, and they were gay, and 

because they didn't -- 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  They can't get into the ICU unit. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  We need to come up with some type of situation where both can be happy, because if 

you take care of a partner, and if you love someone and they die and you're just left out in the cold because you're not 

a family member, because you're not a spouse, that is a problem. 

 

 MS. DeWITT:  Do you think people will accept something called a civil union?  Is it the word marriage 

that's -- 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  I think it's marriage. 

 

 MS. DeWITT:  Because I think that if you have a legal civil union, I think a lot of people, even religious 

people, wouldn't have a problem.  There's going to be people who say, well, you know, homosexual sex is wrong, 

wrong, wrong, but I think most people would say, yes, a civil union is fine.  I think it's the idea of seeing two women in 

wedding gowns.  God knows, it doesn't bother me, it bothers a lot of other people.  Or two guys, I don't like people -- I 

don't like heterosexuals deep tonguing on the street, and so it's not that I care one way or the other.  I don't want 

anybody out there.  I've told heterosexuals, stay in bed an extra half hour.  And I'd tell gays and lesbians, hey, you 

know, it's a public bus, I don't want to watch you kiss. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  But, Karen, I do agree with you, there should be some type of union, because you do 

have people that love people of the same sex that don't have rights.  But I think the marriage -- 

 

 MS. ERBE:  But there already is that, however, it is being fought in the courts, and put on hold by religious 

interests. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  We were talking before the show a little bit about this topic, and someone made the 

comment that if that poll had been phrased differently, if it was should this be criminal, almost turned on its head, that 

they thought the reaction would be quite different.  And I agree, I agree.  I think that if you asked people, because that 

pushes the tolerance button versus the is this religiously against my faith. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  You're going to have to tolerate me switching topics now. 

 

 Behind the headlines, women are pulled in many directions, often dividing attention between family, career, 

and community.  Finally, they're also recognizing the need to take time for themselves.  In a growing trend, women are 

organizing social groups with other women.  In a new book, girl's night out, author and women's group member 

Barbara Camens profiles women's groups across the country.  I asked her what role her group has played in her life? 

 MS. CAMENS:  My women's group is the place where I can slow down and kind of let off steam and let out 

a lot of my issues that I kind of gathered up during the course of a work week.  It is a resource for me.  I mean, these 

women provide ten sets of hands who are there, who mobilize in the face of celebration, or in the face of sorrow.  I 

mean, we have helped each other out through all of the phases of our lives, you know, weddings, deaths, it's like a 

family. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Women have always had ways of socializing built really around homemaking, quilting bees, 

sewing circles, is this the new way to do it? 

 

 MS. CAMENS:  The resurgence of interest in women's groups, I think, is a reconnecting with this age old 

phenomenon that women sit with other women, and there's this ritual of conversation that I think women share that 

men relate to one another in a bit of a different way.  I think that our mothers and our grandmothers, because 

oftentimes they were largely relegated to the home, had ready-made opportunities to meet with their women friends, or 

with their women relatives in relation to their domestic responsibilities.  I think because, again, we live in a very 

frantic, frenetic society, we have to do that with some degree of deliberateness to connect with other women. 



 

 MS. ERBE:  The 14 women U.S. Senators have dinner together every few weeks, is that a women's group? 

 

 MS. CAMENS:   I think they are a women's group.  We say in our book that there are women's groups in the 

corridors of Congress, there are women's groups amongst very high profile media women.  There are women's groups 

everywhere.  I think it's a part of a lot of women's lives, and the whole point of this book was to give voice to that, to 

give people a window into what these experiences are like, what you can get from a women's group experience, and 

encourage women to start their own. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  For women who would like to start a group, what do you say to them? 

 

 MS. CAMENS:  I think the way you do it is, you grab a friend, someone that you feel comfortable with, and 

you think long and hard about other women that you would like to share things with, and invite them, just simply invite 

them to begin this experiment.  I mean, it was truly an experiment when we began our women's group 20 years ago, but 

it is as easy as just meeting, opening a bottle of wine and meeting. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  So, Margie Omera, is this happening as a social outgrowth, meaning people are moving away 

from their families, trying to rebuild a community that you've lost in a mobile society, or is it happening as a political 

extension of feminism and women reaching out to other women in a political way? 

 

 MS. OMERA:  Well, I think there are a couple of different motivations.  I think the motorcycle club, and 

there are women's only triathlons, women's only races, and I think the athletic pursuits, those clubs center around 

getting into something that is male-dominated, where you can try it out without feeling stupid asking beginner 

questions, and be at your own pace and learn from other women.  And I think that's separate from women's networking 

groups, of which I am a part of, and those are really -- you know, have a whole separate issue, and I think those do have 

a feminist angle, at least the one I belong to has more of a feminist angle.  And the social ones, I think, are just an 

opportunity to minimize the number of voices demanding that things be done a certain way.  If you have a women's 

film group, you don't have to go see any movies where anything blows up.  Let's just take that right off the table. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  I want the name of that group.  I see such bloodshed at my house. 

 

 I just wonder, who's got the time for this?  I mean, part of my heart warms up when I hear these stories. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  Yes, but you have five kids. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  Five kids and a full-time job, and if it can't be discussed in 30 seconds, you know, we 

don't have time for it. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  But, see, Barbara Camens has, I think, one or two children.  And I think what's happening is, 

women in your situation, women with a full-time job and a number of kids, are like, I do for my job, I do for my home, 

I do for my husband or my partner, and when do I do for myself.  And so women are saying, this is something that I 

want to do for myself. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  Right, that's true. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  And, Margie, I'm glad you brought that up, because I have a full-time job, and I guess I 

haven't made the time to do that, dealing with the networking groups, because I'm not a girl's girl.  I mean, I can't see 

myself watching soap operas, or going out for cocktails. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  They're not like that. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  You have to educate me. 

 

 MS. OMERA:  Come to the Democratic side. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  Can't do that.  Can't do that. 



 

 MS. DeWITT:  I walk with very two very high powered women every morning.  One is a lawyer and on many 

corporate boards, the other is a vice president of a huge corporation.  We walk at 5:45 every morning, and it is a girl's 

group.  I mean, we talk about children because they have grown-up children.  We talk about our romance.  We talk 

about losing weight.  We talk about networking with business things, every morning.  And then we have breakfast 

together, and we are out the door by seven o'clock in the morning.  So, we do this every morning. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  So, you make time for it. 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  But, at 5:45, I'm up, too.  I'm just making breakfast for five children, and by the time 

everybody -- and a husband -- by the time everybody else is out, I'm racing to make it to my first meeting, and my best 

friends are elevator friends.  You know, the people you run into in the elevator every day, it's like you never really 

know their names, but you're so happy every time you meet them. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  And this gets to the next question, one of the biggest issues women are dealing with these days 

is stress, the stress of family commitments, of job commitments, of community commitments.  So, is this a way to 

de-stress, or would it be, in your mind, a way just to add one more commitment that you don't have time to take care 

of? 

 

 MS. PFOTENHAUER:  I think once you did it, this gets into the blocking and tackling.  I'm going to block 

and tackle for my life, instead of just blocking and tackling for everybody else's life.  And I'm going to actually just 

decide I'm going to the gym today.  I mean, other people do that in my family.  I've heard a rumor or two.  So, I could 

just decide.  But there is kind of that reconditioning in your mind that you're just going to clear Saturday mornings, and 

that's going to be my time, and I guess I have to meet some people and then build a relationship before. 

 

 MS. McGLOWAN:  We'll have to hang out with Margie. 

 

 MS. ERBE:  That's it for this edition of To The Contrary. 

 

 Next week, Brag author Peggy Klaus teaches women how to toot their own horns. 

 

 Whether your views are in agreement -- which we don't need here -- whether your views are in agreement or 

to the contrary, please join us next time, and we want to hear from you, write to us at tothecontrary@pbs.org, or visit 

our PBS Online web site at pbs.org. 

 

 (End of program.) 

 


