
PBS’ “TO THE CONTRARY”  

 

HOST:   BONNIE ERBE  

 

GUESTS: 

 

AVIS JONES-DEWEEVER 

 

ILANA GOLDMAN 

 

SABRINA SCHAEFFER 

 

TARA SETMAYER 

 

DATE:  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2008 

 

 

PLEASE CREDIT ANY QUOTES OR EXCERPTS FROM THIS PBS PROGRAM TO 

“PBS’ TO THE CONTRARY.”  

 

TRANSCRIPT BY:  FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE  

                                  1000 VERMONT AVENUE, NORTHWEST  

                                  WASHINGTON, DC 20005-4903  

 

FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE IS A PRIVATE FIRM AND IS NOT AFFILIATED 

WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  

 

COPYRIGHT 2008 BY FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE, INC., WASHINGTON, DC, 

20036, USA.  NO PORTION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT MAY BE COPIED, SOLD, OR 

RETRANSMITTED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN AUTHORITY OF FEDERAL NEWS 

SERVICE, INC.  

 

TO RECEIVE STATE, WHITE HOUSE, DEFENSE, BACKGROUND AND OTHER 

BRIEFINGS AND SPEECHES BY WIRE SOON AFTER THEY END, PLEASE CALL 

CORTES RANDELL AT 202-347-1400.  

 

COPYRIGHT IS NOT CLAIMED AS TO ANY PART OF THE ORIGINAL WORK 

PREPARED BY A UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE AS 

A PART OF THAT PERSON’S OFFICIAL DUTIES.  

 

-------------------------  

 

.STX 

 



MS. ERBE:  This week on “To the Contrary,” Sarah Palin brings excitement and 

women voters to the Republican ticket.  Behind the headlines, women get dirty on the 

football field.   

 

(Musical break.)   

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello.  I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to “To the Contrary,” a 

discussion of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, the Palin effect.   

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  As election day approaches, the presidential race is in a dead heat 

with John McCain’s selection of running mate Sarah Palin apparently cutting deeply into 

Barack Obama’s former lead.   Some polls even show McCain ahead.  Governor Palin is 

not only energizing Republican women, but drawing in independents and Democratic 

women.   

 

In August, Senator McCain was losing women under age 50 by 20 points.  He 

now leads among that demographic.  The majority of white women say McCain’s 

selection of Governor Palin, quote, “increased their confidence in the decisions he would 

make if elected.” 

 

KAREN BENTLEY [The Polling Company]:  The message that came out of the 

convention excited a lot of women.  It reminded a lot of women that it’s okay to be a 

Republican.  I think for the past couple of years, especially since the ’06 election, a lot of 

women were hesitant to say, yes, this is what I believe.  Yes, this is what I think.  And I 

think McCain and Palin have made it okay for women to come out and say, yes, I believe 

in a conservative agenda.   

 

ANNA GREENBERG [Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research]:  There’s no doubt 

that McCain has improved his performance among white women, but he’s improved even 

more among white men.  So it’s not that those polls are wrong about the fact that he 

improved among women.  It’s that the bigger shift is among men.  There are some groups 

of more conservative leaning women who have been attracted to Palin, but we don’t see a 

significant restructuring of the presidential race. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Governor Palin’s supporters defend her against what they see as 

sexist attacks from a biased media.  This week, a group of Republican politicians, most of 

them women, formed the McCain-Palin Truth Squad to put an end to rumors circulating 

about the Alaska governor.  But Democrats say Palin’s star may fade once Americans 

learn of what they call her extremist views on the environment, on social programs, and 

on women’s rights.   

 

This week for example, the “Washington Post” revealed Palin accepted thousands 

of dollars in state reimbursement funds for travel, but used the money to stay at home in 

Wasilla.  Earlier, she has criticized state lawmakers for doing the same thing during a 



special session of the Alaska legislature.  The McCain campaign kept her away from 

intrusive interview cameras until late in the week when she appeared on ABC’s World 

News in an exclusive interview with Charles Gibson. 

 

CHARLES GIBSON:  (From tape.)  You said recently in your old church our 

national leaders are sending U.S. soldiers on a task that is from God. 

 

GOV. SARAH PALIN (R-AK):  (From tape.)  But what Abraham Lincoln has 

said was let us not pray that God is on our side in a war or any other time, but let us pray 

that we are on God’s side.  That’s what that comment was all about, Charlie.  And I do 

believe, though, that this war against extreme Islamic terrorists is the right thing – it’s an 

unfortunate thing because war is hell and I hate war. 

 

MR. GIBSON:  (From tape.)  I take your point about Lincoln’s words, but you 

went on and said there is a plan, and it is God’s plan. 

 

GOV. PALIN:  (From tape.)  I believe that there is a plan for this world and that 

plan for this world is for good.   

 

MS. ERBE:  Ilana Goldman, will Sarah Palin help Republicans this year win the 

women’s vote? 

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  Well, Republicans have not closed the gender gap since it was 

first identified.  This might be their opportunity.   

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, with Sarah Palin’s injection into this race, it’s certainly 

changed the dynamic and it’s allowed people who were uninterested, women, in the GOP 

ticket now to be interested, particularly disgruntled Hillary voters.   

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Well, while the Republicans have made some short-

term gains, as people begin to understand the positions of both John McCain and Sarah 

Palin, I think some of those moderate women are going to come back to the Democratic 

Party.   

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  I think it’s fantastic to see a woman on the presidential ticket 

on either side, but I think that we should be focusing less on her gender and more on what 

she stands for.   

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Let’s start talking about the ABC exclusive interview with 

her, which we taped after only the first of several days of that interview had come out.  

But how did she do in that interview?  Did she turn off former Hillary supporters?  Did 

she turn them on?  Did she help Republicans win the women’s vote, which – for many 

years now they have won, starting with Ronald Reagan, the white, married women’s 

vote.  What we’re talking about here really is single white women, either widowed or 

early on, and women of color.  Can she even help the Republicans get into that part of the 

women’s vote?   



 

MS. GOLDMAN:  Well, you know, the important thing wasn’t whether she won 

them lost night.  She didn’t lose them.  And what’s everyone has been wondering about 

is, okay.  Well, she makes this great convention speech, but how does she do when it’s 

not scripted and she’s under the harsh glare of the lights.  And she didn’t fumble the ball.  

White women specifically – Obama’s lost them by 20 points in the last two weeks.  I 

mean, 20 points.  He was up eight, now McCain is up 12.  That’s a huge shift.  So right 

now Sarah Palin’s biggest job is really just not to screw up, not to say anything – have a 

major gaffe or reveal any major corruption in her background.  That is going to impress a 

lot of women whose appetites were whetted by Hillary Clinton. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Absolutely, and for Sarah Palin, I think that there are a lot of 

average women voters, people in middle America, they’re rooting for her, just like you 

may have been rooting for Hillary.  Those who aren’t necessarily totally partisan – we’re 

partisans in a lot of ways, but the average American woman in middle America, they 

want to see her be successful.  And I think that putting Sarah Palin on a network news 

program like that during dinner hours, those are the people who are watching that.  And 

she definitely did not fumble the ball.  You could tell that she was a little nervous, but 

that’s being nitpicky.  I think she was concise in her answers.  She was deliberate with 

them.  The comment about not blinking, recognizing that you can’t blink, I think was a 

great analogy.  And I think she’s going to do just fine. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Did those people to whom you’re referring in the 20 points that she’s 

gained for the McCain ticket, or apparently gained in the last couple of weeks, are they 

more concerned with who she is as a human being, as a mother of five, as her 

accomplishments in office while being a mother of five than they are about her positions 

on some issues which by any standards are pretty – you can’t get any further right. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  She’s very conservative, and I think though, but right now, 

part of her appeal is the fact that women can relate to what she’s accomplished as a mid-

40s woman, mother of five, executive – she’s a governor of a state.  She was PTA – 

starting from the hockey mom rising up the rank, taking on the good ol’ boy network in 

Alaska.  I was at the convention.  I was on the floor during her speech.  And as a woman 

who takes on the establishment, who is definitely not traditional in most respects, I teared 

up watching her because I thought how proud I was to see a woman like this reach that 

level and being – she was, to me, considered to be fairly average, not the typical Ivy 

League education and she didn’t rise through the ranks the way most political people are.  

She was just a hockey mom who decided to take on the establishment, join the PTA, and 

now look at what she’s accomplished.  It was inspiring to me. 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  You know, but I don’t really believe that most people 

who look at that can really come away from that feeling comfortable than in less than 60 

days, this woman could be a heartbeat away from the presidency.  No matter how 

likeable she is, no matter what her PTA credentials are, the reality is that she did not 

show a deep understanding and mastery of the subjects that were discussed for the most 



part in that interview.  And so it’s really disturbing that here we are with one woman who 

is a heartbeat away from someone who is 72-years-old who had cancer four times. 

 

MS. ERBE:  As I saw it described somewhere a 72-year-old heartbeat away from 

– 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Exactly.  And so it’s really disturbing that we could 

have an equivalent of someone who is getting a Kaplan rush course in terms of tutoring to 

try to figure out how to run the country if need be.  It’s very disturbing, and frankly, scary 

to me given the condition of this nation. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But will it disturb after this ABC News series, or why hasn’t it 

disturbed the people who are flocking to the ticket?  

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Well, I believe as people – as it begins to sink in, I 

think people will.  Doesn’t it disturb anyone here that she has no idea what the main 

doctrine is of the president that has totally gotten us into this war that apparently we can’t 

get out of now?  That she had no clue what that was? 

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, let’s bring Sabrina in. 

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  Yes, I was just going to say – 

 

MS. ERBE:  And welcome to the panel, by the way. 

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  Thank you.  Thank you.  You can’t underestimate, first of 

all, her poise and her posture up there.  She was completely unrattled by a seasoned 

television anchorman, so I think that we need to give her credit for that.  That being said, 

I think that the country is asking for a little too much.  On one hand, half the country is 

saying, look, we want change, we want change.  And then we bring someone in for the 

second spot, not for the top of the ticket, and we say, look, she’s as far away from inside 

the beltway, D.C. entrenched political as you can get, and suddenly now we’re talking 

about how she doesn’t have enough experience, she’s not ready for the job.  And I think 

that we need to give her a little room and say, okay, she’s not at the top of the ticket.  She 

might not be ready, but she has two more years of executive experience than the senator 

on the Democratic ticket. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  In all fairness, I think she’s already gotten a lot of room.  And 

unfortunately, because so many questions came out originally about how she manages 

her family and stereotypical questions that no woman wants to see a woman getting 

asked.  The questions that she was getting, they would never ask of a man.  So everybody 

backed off.  So she has got plenty of breathing room.  Now is in fact the time to find out 

what she stands for, what she would, and hey, is she prepared to lead if something were 

to happen to Senator McCain in office? 



 

MS. SETMAYER:  And I say, bring it on.  And I think she says the same thing.  I 

don’t think she’s going to back down at all, and she – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Did it bother you that she had no idea what the Bush doctrine was, 

and it was pretty clear in the interview? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Yes and no.  Most average people don’t know what the Bush 

doctrine is. 

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  But not those people are running for vice president and I don’t 

want them to be vice president. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  That may be true, but I also don’t want someone – she made a 

comment where she said that there are people who have longer experience in 

Washington, but they have been wrong on the issues, and I think she’s right about that 

because you want people that have been there all this time that are absolutely wrong on 

the issues as opposed to someone who has the basic fundamentals down, and that’s how I 

feel about it.  I don’t want someone in there that’s got Marxist socialist leanings, that’s 

got these grandiose theories about what’s going to happen as the president of the United 

States in Barack Obama versus someone who’s the vice president who at least has the 

fundamentals down, and I know that all it takes is – she’s been governor of Alaska.  So I 

least I know that she’s on the right track, and yes, she can learn as she goes along with 

those things, to surround herself with people who are of like mind.  To me that’s 

important. 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Let’s have a discussion on who’s been wrong on the 

issues.  When you look at a war that we have been in now for five years over 4,000 

people dead, Americans dead, over 30,000 Americans injured, tens of thousands of Iraqis 

dead, and for what?  Where is Osama bin Laden?  Wrong on the issues.  When you talk 

about someone who years ago said we should have never gone, and then after that said 

we need a timeline.  Who was saying he wrong on the issues then?  Bush said he was 

wrong on that issue.  McCain said he’s wrong on the issue.  Guess what?  Now we have a 

timeline for withdrawal.   

 

We had someone who said, over a year ago, we need to be focusing on 

Afghanistan.  That’s where we need to address these issues.  That’s where we need to go 

after Osama bin Laden.  And now, guess what we’re doing?  We’re focusing a little bit 

more on Afghanistan because everything went to hell in a hand basket in Afghanistan.  

We really need to have a very detailed discussion about who’s wrong on the issues, and 

it’s not Barack Obama. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  I know.  And I’m looking forward to McCain and Obama 

discussing that, because if it were up to Barack Obama who was dead wrong from the 

very beginning as a state senator in Illinois – 

 



MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  About what? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  – when we were making the tough decision about going to 

war in Iraq, he said, no.  We shouldn’t have gone.  And then when he gets there said, no, 

no, we shouldn’t have gone.  And then when the surge happened, he voted against the 

surge, and now, oh, he admits that it’s wildly successful.  We can’t have a defeatist 

attitude.  And if it were up to Barack Obama and his theories about things as opposed to 

hands-on experience, we would have been retreating in defeat in Iraq. 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  If they were theories, they wouldn’t be implementing 

what he thought, today. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  And we’re successful now in Iraq.  The people of Iraq have 

been liberated from a dictator and have we prosecuted some things wrongly in the war?  

Absolutely.  We’ve made some mistakes. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Let me just interrupt for a second.  Don’t you think it’s a little soon 

to say that we’re successful in Iraq?  What happens when we start pulling out?  I watched 

on the same ABCNews.com website where I watched her interview, I also watched a 

piece about Afghanistan where our guys are getting slaughtered and of course, we still 

haven’t found Osama bin Laden. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  That’s true. 

 

MS. ERBE:  So isn’t it a little early to say – well, Bush military adventures have 

been successful? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, I’m not saying the entire war, we’ve won the war, 

mission accomplished.  I think that was absolutely a mistake.  But there have been 

significant successes in the war.  Thus far, still they’ve having free elections, the 

infrastructure is being rebuilt.  The people of Iraq are free from a tyrannical dictator.  And 

it’s going to take time.  Nothing’s going to happen overnight.  America didn’t – when we 

went into a revolution against Britain, it didn’t happen overnight.  So you know, it’s a 

problem that – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Yes, but this has lasted longer than World War II. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, it’s different dynamics, and I think that given the fact 

that we didn’t go in there with enough troops to begin with, like I said, the way we 

prosecuted the way, there were mistakes made.  But at least John McCain was correct in 

saying, listen, we need more troops.  He said that from the beginning and his record has 

been consistent. 

 

MS. ERBE:  I want to talk – I want to shift before we run out of time on this topic 

to liberal media critiques of Sarah Palin and whether they’re hurting or helping.  Sally 

Quinn of the “Washington Post” – I guess she’s centrist or to the left.  I’m not even sure 



to be honest with you.  But she wrote that as a mother, if Sarah Palin did get the 3:00 a.m. 

call, and if her Down syndrome infant were sick, what would she do?  Is that not just 

driving more of the people who get angry with the liberal media?  Is that a fair question, 

first of all, and what influence does it have on voting patterns? 

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  Absolutely not a fair question, under no circumstances.  No 

one would have asked that of Barack Obama if his children were that small.  No one 

would ask of John McCain or Joe Biden.  And as a feminist, I am sick and tired of having 

questions posed to women leaders that are not posed with equal fervor to the men.  And I 

think there’s a long line of women behind me that feel exactly the same way.  And I think 

the short-term reaction is what you’re talking about, Bonnie.  It kind of makes you stand 

up and say, I want to stand with this woman who’s getting these unfair questions.  But in 

the long term, we’re just getting to know Sarah Palin.  She stands for a lot of things that a 

lot of women don’t like.   

 

MS. ERBE:  But long term – we have – what – about 50 days left until the 

election.  

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  Give (them a ?) week. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But wait a second.  The trend of the last – really since the end of July 

– the polls have been – even before Palin’s pick but certainly very much since Palin’s 

pick.  The trend is against Obama at this point.  Does he have enough time to recoup? 

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  Absolutely.  The trends have also been for Barack Obama.  If 

Palin had not – 

 

MS. ERBE:   Not that – I’ve been watching Rasmussen Reports and Gallup every 

single day, and he used to be above 300 in the Electoral College.  He’s now down to like 

273 is one that I saw –   

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER (?):  I saw – (inaudible). 

 

MS. ERBE:  – on the left leaning electoral-vote.com.  The trend is all downhill at 

this point.  Does he have time to recoup? 

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  I don’t agree.  There are plenty of polls out there that are 

showing that more people trust Obama.  His favorables go up every day, that they 

understand he’s like them.  He has similar goals for America.  And many, many more 

people, I think 55 percent to 34 percent believe Barack Obama actually is about the 

change they want compared to John McCain. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Sabrina?   

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  Yes.  The fact is first of all, people are just tuning into the 

campaign right now.  The summer vacation is over.  Kids are back in school and people 



are turning on and watching what’s taking place.  So I think that the polls up until now 

have been just a brief snapshot of what’s actually taking place.  But I think more 

importantly, the fact is people trust John McCain on foreign policy.  I don’t think Sarah 

Palin brings that expertise to the ticket, nor do I think it’s really that important that she 

does.  And I think what we can watch is that we’re going to see more and more tension 

between what women want and what women are talking about.  And there’s a tension 

between sort of a broad women’s agenda and women’s right.  And I think a lot of women 

are excited to see her on the ticket, whether or not she’s promoting the quote, “women’s 

agenda” that some women would like to see her pushing. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Last word, Avis. 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  The bottom like here is that Barack Obama has time, 

but he has to shift – he has to have his game changer.  This was definitely a game changer 

for the Republicans.  Now, he needs a game changer, and I would argue now is – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Is he capable of game changing – 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER (?):  He is capable. 

 

MS. ERBE:  – because I ask even when he came out this week and attacked and 

said, enough of this nonsense, enough of this lunacy, he kind of reminded me a little bit 

of Mike Dukakis when he was –  

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Oh, God, I hope not.  (Laughter.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  – asked what would you do if somebody raped your wife and he 

gave some effete answer. 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Yes.  That was – that’s not what – I would love to 

see him do that gender speech now.  He needs to really lay out there and passionately and 

articulately talk about the issues that women still face in this country, the issue of sexism, 

how that inhibits their growth and opportunity, and really talk about how his plans would 

make a difference in terms of addressing those issues and the fact that Republicans all of 

a sudden have just discovered this but have done nothing to advance women’s – 

(inaudible). 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  Behind the headlines, women on the field.  Title Nine 

opened up many sports to women, but some games remain mainly male.  As football 

season kicks off, “To the Contrary” takes a look at Women’s Football League’s 

challenging stereotypes and breaking barriers. 

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

JORDYN WHITE [Linebacker, D.C. Divas]:  I wonder if they’re just not hearing 

me right because they’ll say, so like, tackle?  And I’ll say, yes.  Semi-professional, full 



contact, full rules.  So you play 60 minutes?  Yes.  Full rules.  So you wear the 

equipment?  Yes.  You know what I mean?  So you use the whole length of the field?  

Yes.  People just – it’s hard for them to process in their heads that we’re actually playing 

exactly as they see on TV, and that’s what I end up having to say.  What you watched last 

Sunday, that’s what we’re doing. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Jordan White is used to the skepticism.  She’s a linebacker for the 

D.C. Divas, one of nearly 80 teams among the two women semi-pro football leagues.  

She says male football players also refuse to believe she plays the game exactly the way 

they do. 

 

MS. WHITE:  There’s a lot of machismo, like you can’t be doing exactly what 

we’re doing.  There has to be something different, it (has to not be ?) as hard or as fast, so 

it’s hard for them to – they kind of get into it and come out to see us play, but once they 

do, they absolutely fall in love with it.  We’re really paying attention, following stats and 

appreciating football the way that they do.  They enjoy it.  They enjoy it.  It’s a like a new 

level of fan for the professional players that we meet and a new level of camaraderie for 

the semi-pro male players that we meet. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Because there are few women’s team at the high school and the 

college levels.  Women determined to play must play with the boys.  Katie Hnida 

released a book in 2006 telling her story of sexual harassment and rape as a place kicker 

for the University of Colorado.  While White hasn’t faced challenges similar to Hnida’s, 

she has met people of all ages who don’t think women belong in football. 

 

MS. WHITE:  I met a woman at one of our games and she was so excited about 

the notion of women’s football and she asked her son – I think he was about six or seven.  

You know, Bobby, whatever his name was, would you like to go see these girls play 

football?  Girls don’t play football.  He had no idea of it.  No one had opened that notion 

up to him in his mind.  So I think that it’s a preconception that’s formed rather early. 

 

MS. ERBE:  In the semi-pro world, the women aren’t paid and there are costs: 

their time, money, even their health.  Yet the number of these teams continues to grow.  

White says she’s committed to the sport and wishes it could be more than just a hobby. 

 

MS. WHITE:  Personally, if I could make a living out of this, I absolutely would 

– absolutely would.  And I envy the professional male players who are able to do that, 

and I get so angry at the ones who take it for granted and like mess it up and lose 

everything just off of some indiscretion because I don’t think they appreciate how many 

people, men and women, because there are very few men that even make it all the way 

and get drafted in are kept.  But women, just like seeing that and be able to have that 

opportunity, I think would be fantastic. 

 

(End video segment.) 

 



MS. ERBE:  They don’t get paid.  It’s a hobby for her, she said.  Why aren’t 

women out there going to those games and paying for the tickets instead of free tickets so 

that women like that can get a salary and do what the men do? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, because football is traditionally a male sport.  But I 

think it’s great.  As an athlete – it’s about supply and demand though. 

 

MS. ERBE:  But wait a minute.  Let’s – but let’s go back 34 years in the 

Olympics.  Just about every sport was a man’s sport.  And so many of them  – women’s 

soccer, women’s gymnastics, an all female equestrian show jumping team, not this past 

Olympics, but the one before in Greece. 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, the difference is that football is considered a brutal 

sport.  It’s contact.  It’s the old coliseum-type of the history of the full contact football 

type of sport compared to gymnastics or some of the equestrian things like that.  It’s just 

a different idea. 

 

MS. ERBE:  You’re telling me it’s worse than roller derby, which has had female 

teams for a long time? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Yes.  It is.  Yes.  It is.  But I think it’s great.  As a female 

athlete, all my life, I played on a flag football team coed, you know, league.  We have 

games in the fall and the spring.  And it’s great.  I love football.  I think if more women 

want to play, good for them.  The fact that – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Why won’t you patronize their games? 

 

MS. SETMAYER:  Well, I didn’t even know we had a team in D.C., a full 

contact female team.  I was thinking about what it would take to join one of them.  

(laughter.)  It’s great.  But listen, I don’t think I wouldn’t.  I think I would definitely do 

that.  But it’s about supply and demand.  If people want to pay to go see them, well, then 

great.  If they don’t, well, that’s up to us as individuals.  The same thing with women’s 

basketball.  It’s the same thing.  It’s becoming more popular, but they’ve struggled 

because men’s sport is just more popular.  But it’s about supply and demand.   

 

MS. ERBE:  But what I’ve heard, though, when you talked – we interviewed 

Sheila Johnson who owns one of the women’s WNBA teams, and the men’s professional 

team struggled when they first started, too, for many, many years before they turned 

profit.  But is that doubled or tripled or quadrupled by sexism in society?    

 

MS. GOLDMAN:  It’s a matter of time.  Girls today are growing up with choices 

at school for extracurricular athletics that their mothers didn’t have.  They’re seeing 

women on cereal boxes that their mothers didn’t grow up with.  It is just a matter of time 

for girls to be integrating those sports into their own lives, and then to go on and 

patronize to watch women play them professionally. 

 



MS. ERBE:  But does it necessarily transcend from just watching for free to 

paying for tickets?  Will women do that? 

 

MS. SCHAEFFER:  I think it’s a matter of time and also a matter of taste.  And I 

don’t think we should make people feel if they not interested in watching women play 

football that that’s somehow is sexist.  If they’d rather go see women dancing a ballet, 

then maybe that’s just what they’re more comfortable with, and over time they might 

change their opinion.  Maybe they just don’t like football.  I’m not a particularly big 

football fan. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Quickly, Avis. 

 

MS. JONES-DEWEEVER:  Football is more than a man’s sport.  It’s a manly 

man sport.   That’s – (unintelligible) – forward.  I think we’ll see more.  My niece – I’m 

so proud of her – is the first girl to ever play on her high school football team, and I think 

she’s not going to be the last. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  That’s it for this edition of “To the Contrary.”  Next week, 

Naomi Wolf on her new book and this political season.  Please join us on the web for “To 

the Contrary” Extra.  Whether your views are in agreement or to the contrary, please join 

us next time.   

 

(END) 


