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.STX 

 



MS. ERBE:  This week on “To the Contrary”, up first, former EPA Administrator 

and New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman campaigns for a more moderate 

GOP.  Then, Madrid bans unhealthy models and India follows its lead.  Will the U.S. be 

next?  Behind the headlines, “To the Contrary” celebrates 15 seasons on public television 

lauded by a powerful group of women. 

 

(Musical break.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Hello.  I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to “To the Contrary,” a 

discussion of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, moderate 

politics.  This week President Bush’s approval rating made a comeback in one poll, 

jumping to 44 percent – his highest rating in a year. 

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

Some attribute the boost to a renewed focus on terrorism and national security, 

key issues for Republicans.  But the shift doesn’t mean Republicans are in the clear; in 

fact, fewer than one-third of women voters say they’ll vote for a candidate who supports 

President Bush’s policies – a 10-point drop from a poll two weeks ago.  Part of the reason 

women voters may be turned off and male voters turned on by the President’s recent 

focus on these issues is increasing partisanship as the elections approach.  Former Bush 

cabinet member and New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman is growing tired of 

the extremes and party politics. 

 

GOVERNOR CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN:  If you’re going to succeed as a 

national party – and Ronald Reagan said it very well – you don’t become a national party 

by constantly looking for people with whom you won’t associate or do business.  And 

while we are a majority party now in the sense we control both Houses and the 

presidency, we’re narrowing that real fast. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Christine Todd Whitman started in local politics, moved up to 

become New Jersey’s first female governor, then in 2001 landed a position in President 

Bush’s cabinet as EPA administrator.  But she left this post early, due in part to what she 

calls a narrowing of the Republican Party. 

 

GOV. WHITMAN:  There was a very real sense on the Hill that environment 

wasn’t an issue that was important to us.  The way – even though we did some very good 

things like pass a diesel regulation that even the NRDC said was possibly the best thing 

for human health since we’d taken the lead out of gasoline, we didn’t talk much about it 

because the political side of White House was saying that the base – as they defined it – 

didn’t care much about the environment and distrusted federal government and hated 

regulations.  So even the good things that we’re done in the environment weren’t talked 

about.  Everything was looked at through the prism of politics and that’s happening more 

and more today on the Hill and everywhere. 

 



MS. ERBE:  Last year, Governor Whitman put her frustrations on paper and into 

her book “It’s My Party Too.”  She has since turned her book into a political action 

group, endorsing 50 Republican candidates, who, according to the group’s website, are 

both fiscally conservative and socially inclusive. 

 

GOV. WHITMAN:  It’s about saying you can be pro-choice or pro-life and still 

be a good Republican.  You can agree to disagree without being disagreeable.  You don’t 

have to hate somebody because you’re not on the same place on every issue and the 

party’s got to understand that and be broad enough.  And our goal is to keep enough of 

our candidates who feel that way in office if they’re in office, or get them elected if 

they’re not – if they’re challengers.   

 

If I had a litmus test, which I hate, but I have, for impact and whether it’s 

successful or not, it would be that if by 2008 the Republican Party would honestly 

consider a Rudy Giuliani, a John McCain, a Tom Ridge, the Governor of Hawaii, Linda 

Lingle, for the presidential nomination.  They couldn’t get through the process today, and 

to me the idea of taking someone who’s a proven vote-getter, a respected leader, and not 

even allow the people to have the choice because they’re not, in my definition, mindless 

enough to just be strictly party, no matter what – it’s never about the policy, it’s always 

about the party is very bad, and it will eventually reverberate badly on the Republican 

Party, I think. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Whitman says extremism isn’t just a problem for Republicans, and a 

recent Pew Research poll suggests she may be right.  Sixty-nine percent of those polled 

say liberals have gone too far in keeping religion out of public life, while close to half say 

conservatives have imposed too much religion. 

 

GOV. WHITMAN:  Democrats will come up and say, I’m a Democrat and 

somebody’s got to be talking this way in the Democratic Party.  To me it’s just common 

sense, this shouldn’t be something unusual.  People shouldn’t be responding this way.  

And the other thing that I found very interesting in the last month – I was both in 

Tennessee and up in New Hampshire and in both places I had someone come up to me to 

say, I am a born again Christian, pro-life Republican who supports embryonic stem cell 

research and is uncomfortable with the intrusion of religion into politics and the way it’s 

playing out right now.  So none of these – no groups are monolithic and they don’t all 

absolutely think the same way and to think that they do and say we can’t do anything 

about it is a disservice.  And we have to remember the first three words of the 

Constitution: “We, the people.”  We’re the only people who can change it. 

 

MS. ERBE:  Part of the change will have to include getting more women into 

politics, an issue Whitman says both parties need to work on.  Fourteen women hold seats 

in the U.S. Senate, 70 women are in the U.S. House.  While she has no plans of her own 

to run again, she’s hopeful for a woman president soon. 

 

GOV. WHITMAN:  Women want to solve problems, and women are not afraid to 

compromise.  They’re not afraid to reach out to members of the other party, or even 



people within their own party with whom they disagree.  They’re much more likely to do 

that and feel less threatened.  It isn’t a machismo thing if their particular idea doesn’t get 

passed exactly they way they first articulated it, as long as it got passed and you’re 

making some progress on an issue.   

 

I don’t know, I mean when you consider that the world’s oldest democracy – 

Great Britain – its largest democracy – India – its most embattled democracy – Israel – as 

well as some two dozen, three dozen other countries in the last 50 years have had women 

presidents or prime ministers, and yet the world’s greatest democracy – the United States 

– has not even come close, you have to shake your head and say, it’s about time, gang.  

We’ve got to get over this feeling that maybe women aren’t up to it.  They are.  They’ve 

shown it around the world and they’ve shown it here as well. 

 

(End video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  So, Congresswoman Norton, what impact on the November elections 

– as Governor Whitman paints it – of a narrowing Republican agenda moving to far to 

the right for her comfort? 

 

MS. HOLMES NORTON:  Bonnie, women lend their votes to the Republicans on 

security.  Now they’re writing that off and coming home to the Democrats. 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  I think extreme agenda is for either party, Democrat or 

Republican, alienate the vast majority of their voters whose views tend to be right in the 

middle. 

 

MS. SOSA:  I think for thinking women the Republican Party is not holding such 

a great appeal anymore. 

 

MS. BERNARD:  I really think that the midterm elections are going to 

demonstrate that women are going to vote for whomever they feel best represents them 

and is going to take care of their needs, whether they’re Republicans or Democrats. 

 

MS. ERBE:  What do we think about the Gallup poll that showed Bush’s support 

up overall by four points job approval rating, still pretty low at 44 percent, but up from 

39-40 percent overall.  But among women it dropped by 10 points, which means all of 

that gain was from a whole lot more men approving of him since he’s taken a bigger 

stand defending the war in Iraq and on national security. 

 

MS. NORTON:  But the trusty gender gap is holding up.  I think that the 

explanation for what happened to the president’s rating is clear and had nothing to do 

with him.  It had to do with the wonderful work of the British in keeping a plane from 

coming here – that had nothing to do with us – and 9/11.  It was a confluence of events 

outside of his control.  When you look to events in his control, you don’t see any changes 

that he can take credit for. 

 



MS. ERBE:  Yes, but then how do you explain that men – men’s approval rating?  

And I recognize, this is one poll.  It’s a snapshot of that moment in time, and maybe not 

even a completely 100-percent accurate snapshot.  You have to look at polls over time. 

 

MS. NORTON:  Men want to believe.  (Laughter.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Men want to believe more than women? 

 

MS. NORTON:  Yes.  Because the Republican Party is not the natural base of 

women, so they’ve got to struggle hard to keep them.  They’re there on a one-issue basis.  

And women recognized what happened: that Bush hadn’t done anything for security, so 

they were about to do anything but continue where they were going, which was down, 

whereas men said, oh, thank God, we can see some hope there. 

 

(Laughter, cross talk.) 

 

MS. BERNARD:  I think women – what we’re seeing more and more of – it’s a 

snapshot in time.  It’s going to be very interesting to see what happens, but what we are 

reading and what people – women are telling us, that we are the mothers.  And women 

are tired of the Iraq war as our many, many American citizens.  And women are telling us 

that  they are scared of losing their sons.  They don’t see a way out.  They don’t know 

when we’re going to get out, but it doesn’t necessarily transcend into the gender gap 

being reversed from what we saw in the elections two years ago.  It’s a snapshot in time. 

We don’t know.  Gasoline prices are going down and I think that has a lot to do with 

what we’re seeing now. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  But why would women support drop if gas prices are – in other 

words, his numbers among women went down by 10 points in two weeks in the same 

poll, while gas prices were going down 50 cents a gallon at the same time. 

 

MS. BERNARD:  I think my point is, if gasoline prices continue to go down, if 

our domestic policy agenda appears to be getting better, I think that his approval ratings 

might increase with regard to women voters as we get closer to November. 

 

MS. SOSA:  I’m still quite stunned that the Republicans, with everything they’ve 

been able to do because of their so much control they have in both chambers, the White 

House and in the state legislatures, are still struggling to hold to their majority.  So I think 

there’s a bigger picture issue here, which is – when you’re the governing party, you have 

to build a coalition.  And what happened is Republicans are a very disciplined party.  I 

call it the only party, because I think the Democrats are a coalition of interests.  And 

they’re the majority, and because they’re the majority, they have to broaden their base.  

And they may not do that, and they may still retain control of Congress, but they’re going 

have to grapple with that issue.  I think that the issue the former governor is talking about 

is that: you’ve got to broaden your coalition; it cannot be a one-issue or two-issue party.  



 

MS. CZARNECKI:  As much as Christine Todd Whitman is right, both parties 

have to have more of a coalition building and not represent the special interest of their 

party, your question on the president and why things are going – it’s the economy.  I 

firmly believe that men and women vote on the economy.  Men probably because of the 

gasoline prices going down, feeling a little bit better by the economy and moving 

forward.  Women are more skeptical when it comes to that because they do spend 80 to 

85 percent of all the household dollars.  They think it’s a great sign, but they’d like to see 

more than just the gasoline prices go down, so I think they’re holding out.  I mean, I 

don’t – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Have women given up on President Bush in terms of national 

security?  Do they not feel safe anymore?  Does he not make them feel safe? 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  No, I don’t think that’s the case.  I think they want a firmer 

explanation as to where we’re supposed to be going and what the next one to two years is 

going to hold for us.  And I think the president started to this with a series of speeches 

recently, but I think a lot of women voters want to see him talk more about it. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. NORTON:  Time is running out, and if those series of speeches were 

supposed to do it, what you saw in the polls is that he keeps losing and going down for 

women.  He’s got to first arrest that.  The women are going to go out and vote.  First he’s 

got to arrest that downward slide with women.  After he does that, he’s got to do 

something other than come to a standstill in a stalemate. 

 

MS. BERNARD:  I don’t think this is about the president.  I mean, I don’t think 

people who are running for reelection in November are riding on the president’s coattails.  

I believe the American public – 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. BERNARD:  I think people are tired of Congress.  I think people are tired of 

our domestic – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Wait a second, Michelle, in point of fact, a lot of Republicans – 

 

MS. :  Not you.  

 

(Laughter, cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Republican candidates are running away from this president because 

of his poll numbers.  I mean, there’s some relationship there. 

 



MS. BERNARD:  There’s some relationship there, but I think that Republican 

members of Congress, as well as Democratic members of Congress, have to realize we 

don’t have an immigration bill, energy prices are still high, we have a school system – a 

K-12 system that is still in trouble, and people are tired of it, you know?  And the 

president is not being reelected in November; it’s members of Congress.  This doesn’t 

have – it is not 100 percent about the president. 

 

MS. SOSA:  I have to disagree with you, Michelle.  It’s about the leadership of 

the Republican Party.  And they hold control of the White House, and they hold control 

of Congress.  And the economy is not doing well and the majority of people are feeling 

that way.  And the war may be a spinning exercise right now, but the reality is the 

situation in Iraq is very, very bad.  We have Kofi Annan, the head of the United Nations, 

saying they are on the verge of a civil war.  These are serious security issues for this 

country.  That’s what the voters are considering. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  But in November at the polls, what’s going to determine 

how women vote?  Redistricting, which Republicans redistrict in charge of a lot of state 

legislatures – after the 2000 census changed a lot of districts so that they vote along 

Republican lines, or things such as the economy and national security? 

 

MS. NORTON:  Look, let’s face it: the election has been nationalized.  You can’t 

get away from Bush.  But I think it is very important – the issue you’ve raised is very 

important.  People are locked into their own districts by redistricting.  And then there’s 

another factor – two other factors.  Republicans have the same gobs of money, and you 

haven’t begun to see that yet.  You’re going to see that dumped on the Democrats.  And 

then there’s a third factor, and it’s my greatest fear, and that is they have an exquisite turn 

of that operation.  This is non-presidential year.  It is harder to get our base out: it’s poor, 

it’s black, it’s brown.  They come out in fair numbers in a presidential year.  And if 

anybody is a Democrat listening to my voice – (laughter) – drop everything else, your ads 

and the rest of it, think about a way to go to the doors to get people out.  Say, I’ll take 

care of your baby while you go, or we could lose this election by default. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  From politics to fashion. 

 

The fashion industry has long been criticized for promoting an almost anorectic 

image of young women.  But at this year’s Madrid fashion show, organizers seemed to be 

listening.  One year after bone-thin models caused protests from Spanish medical 

associations and women’s groups, officials at Spain’s biggest fashion show set new 

standards: a model with a body mass index, or BMI, lower than 18 cannot participate.   

 

BMI is weight to height ratio used to determine relative health.  Both Spanish 

officials and World Health Organization guidelines say anything below 18.5 means the 

person is underweight.  18.5 to 24.9 is considered normal.  Using these standards, 

Madrid’s fashion week turned away five of 68 models.  The Spanish decision was 

followed by remarks from the British culture secretary and the Indian health minister, 

both urging their countries’ fashion industries to follow suit. 



 

Any chance we’ll do it here, Patricia Sosa? 

 

MS. SOSA:  I hope so.  The fashion industry is a profitable industry, it’s a serious 

industry, and it should be a responsible industry.  And they’re causing disease among 

particularly young women because of the image, and they’re forcing these models – 

there’s story after story – 

 

MS. ERBE:  Well, are the models bulimic and anorectic?  

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. SOSA:  – because they want to succeed and if you want to do it on the 

runway you have to look like a stick.  It’s acceptable, and I think we need to change that.  

I am just in awe of the Spaniards.  I’m so happy that they’ve done it, that the Indians are 

following, that the British – I believe – minister of culture said we should seriously 

consider it.  It’s very important for the health of particularly our young girls. 

 

MS. BERNARD:  At the risk of everybody on the panel hating me today, I think 

this is a wonderful thing, but I just hope we don’t get to a point in time where we have 

governments stepping in and regulating who’s allowed to walk down a runway and how 

much you weigh.  Vote with your dollar: stop buying XYZ’s clothes if you’re offended 

that girls that weigh two pounds are walking down the runway.  I think it is a good thing 

that we are having a serious discussion about body image and what women consider – 

what kind of consideration women make – 

 

MS. NORTON:  Michelle – 

 

MS. BERNARD:  But I don’t want government regulating Kelvin Klein.  

 

MS. NORTON:  Okay, Michelle.  And I don’t even think that’s what’s happening 

in Europe, but look, you’ve got a crisis, a new health care crisis for very young girls with 

reports of bulimia and anorexia in seven and eight-year-old girls.  It’s been clear for some 

time with older models.  Moreover, we’re not necessarily talking about anorexia.  For 

people who don’t succumb to that disease, we’re talking about people who are draining 

their bodies of calcium that can never be replaced, we’re talking about a build-up of 

conditions that will not come out until they are middle-aged, and we’re talking about this 

being done at the virtual mandate of an industry.  It’s come, if anything, too late, and 

what worries me – thank you, Barbie – (laughter) – is that we have a whole generation of 

children who very early in life believe that if they don’t look like Barbie for the rest of 

their lives, they are an abysmal failure.  Shame on us.  Somebody had better do 

something. 

 

MS. BERNARD:  As much as I agree with you – 

 



MS. ERBE:  But Barbie looks a lot more like a real woman than some of these 

models. 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  You’re a former model, so you have very strong feelings 

about this, but I have to say fashion industry in particular does a disservice to young, old, 

middle-aged women of color because very few people can look like that.  Unless – it’s 

one thing if you can work out seven days a week and do it, but girls of young age view 

the model of perfection as a size 0, size 2.  And it’s unrealistic for the most of America; 

it’s unrealistic for the rest of the world.   So for somebody to step up and say, shame on 

you; this has got to change because it’s unhealthy for folks, is great.  Saying that 

government should be in the business of saying, size 2s aren’t good, or if you’re below a 

certain index is not good – the industry should have stepped up and done this.   

  

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Why can’t – short of making it national law, why can’t the industry, 

just like the movie industry said, you’re not going to regulate us; we’ll regulate 

ourselves? 

 

MS. BERNARD:  They should.  That’s my point.  I think they should.  I don’t 

think that we need the federal government in the United States to come in and say, if your 

body mass index isn’t XYZ, you shouldn’t be walking down a runway.  Don’t take a job 

as a model.  Don’t buy the clothes.  If we stop buying the clothes, they will get women 

who look normal walking down their runways.  I believe that. 

 

MS. SOSA:  If the industry really self-regulates, I don’t care how we get there.  

I’m a mom.  I have a daughter, and I don’t want my daughter to look at those images and 

want to be like them because I’m concerned for her health. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  From bodies to brains. 

 

(Begin video segment.) 

 

SECRETARY ELAINE CHAO [U.S. Dept. of Labor]:  Look at this room.  There 

are so many powerful women.  I am so proud of every single one of you. 

 

MS. ERBE:  For a decade and a half, “To the Contrary” has been bringing you 

news from across the country and around the world, focusing on issues affecting women, 

families, and communities of color.  Our 15
th

 season celebration on Capitol Hill this week 

brought together a powerful roster of women.   

 

REP. NANCY PELOSI:  Your voice said to my daughters and to young women 

across the country that every issue is a women’s issue, whether it is defense of our 



country, where it’s the economy, whether it’s the education of our children.  No issue is 

outside the interest of women. 

 

MS. CARI DOMINGUEZ [Former EEOC Chair]:  I have been on this show for 

ten of the 15 years.  It’s been a great privilege to have been associated with it.  And 

throughout all of these 15 years, all the dramatic changes, all the twists and turns, “To the 

Contrary” has been there to shine a light not only on the issues of the day, but on the 

everyday issues that we face. 

 

MS. ERBE:  During these 15 seasons, women have advanced in the workplace, in 

politics, even on the home front with society holding full-time moms in higher esteem.  

In politics in 1991, there were only two women in the U.S. Senate.  Today, there are 14 

and 70 in the U.S. House.  But as Republican Senator Susan Collins of Maine points out, 

we still have a way to go. 

 

SENATOR SUSAN COLLINS (R-ME):  Most of all, I think women need to have 

more confidence in other women and in ourselves.  Far too often I’ve heard smart, 

capable women talk themselves out of running for office. 

 

MS. ERBE:  “To the Contrary” promises to continue to fill an important void in 

national television, addressing issues and promoting creative thinking found only on 

public television.  

 

MS. SHARON PERCY ROCKEFELLER [WETA President and CEO]:  Women 

not only have a major place at the table now in our national women’s political dialogue, 

but also in our own outlet at WETA and on PBS nationally. 

 

REP. SHEILA JACKSON LEE (D-TX):  And when women’s voices are heard, 

contrary to the standard viewpoint of women, women move.  And I want to thank all of 

the outstanding women who are here, who are giving life to the idea that we believe in 

the First Amendment of freedom of speech and expression and association.  

 

(End of video segment.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  So 15 years.  Progress for women: too much, not enough? 

 

MS. CZARNECKI:  I think lots of progress.  Look at us still here after 15 years.  

(Laughter.)  But there’s always room to grow and get better.  (Laughter.) 

 

MS. NORTON:  We’re not going back, so – 

 

(Cross talk.) 

 

MS. ERBE:  Are you sure?  By some indications, sometimes I think women are. 

 



MS. NORTON:  That would be a reconstruction when it comes to women because 

what has been set loose are powerful changes throughout the world.  We are part of that, 

but so is every country in the world.  Now, the real question is not progress.  It’s like 

saying, have we made progress since 9/11?   Well, I would hope so.  Yes, maybe it’s 

safer here.  The real question is how much progress.  How much progress should we have 

made?  And there have been so many setbacks, so much more distance that we should 

have gone, that one can only express regrets that the last 15 years haven’t indeed moved 

us farther, because the American women were ready and we’re just not there yet. 

 

MS. BERNARD:  I choose to see things as the glass is not half empty, but half 

full.  I’m so pleased with progress that women have made, particularly when you look at 

things that women have come through.  I can’t say enough about the importance of the 

show and the fact that we talk about so many issues that are so important to the daily 

lives of women all over the world. 

 

MS. SOSA:  Well, Bonnie, I’m hopeful.  I’m hopeful that the future is going to be 

better, but we have a long way to go and really I was expecting us to be much farther 

ahead after the 15 years, particularly after the feminist revolution.  But there’s hope.  

We’re going to get there. 

 

MS. ERBE:  All right.  (Laughs.)  Thank you, all.  That’s it for this edition of “To 

the Contrary.”  Next week, the next generation of women see their mothers as forever 

youngish.  Please join us on the web for “To the Contrary” extra.  Whether your views 

are in agreement or to the contrary, please join us next time.  

 

(END) 


