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BONNIE ERBE:  This week on To the Contrary, first, historic gains for women.  
Then, the part women played in the Obama win.  Behind the headlines: the challenges 
faced by returning women veterans.     

 
(Musical break.) 
 
MS. ERBE:  Hello.  I’m Bonnie Erbe.  Welcome to To the Contrary, a discussion 

of news and social trends from diverse perspectives.  Up first, women make history.  
Executive producer Cari Stein has that story. 

 
(Begin video segment.) 
 
CARI STEIN:  A record number of women will hold U.S. Senate seats come 

January.  After victories in Massachusetts, North Dakota, Hawaii, Wisconsin and 
Nebraska, five new female senators will be on Capitol Hill.  That’s 20 women senators, a 
net gain of three.  For Massachusetts, North Dakota, Hawaii and Wisconsin, these women 
are the first female senators from their states.   

 
Hawaii’s Mazie Hirono will be the first Asian-American female senator.  And 

Wisconsin’s Tammy Baldwin, the first openly gain senator.   
 
At least 77, possibly 79 women will take their seats in the House of 

Representatives, only a modest gain.  The number of Democratic women in the House 
will rise 51 to 63.  Republicans added one woman.   

 
In New Hampshire, another first: the election of a female governor and two 

women to the House make it the first state to be led primarily by women.   
 
The classic women’s issue, reproductive rights, also made history in this election, 

becoming for the first time in decades a winning issue for Democrats.  
 
(End video segment.) 
 
MS. ERBE:  So Congresswoman Norton, what was the most historic aspect of the 

2012 election? 
 
DEL. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON (D-DC):  Bonnie, the election of ’12 was 

a strong echo of the election of 1992, the year of the woman election, except this time, 
women did double duty.  They not only brought record numbers of women to Congress; 
they pulled this president’s election out of the fire. 

 
ANGELA MCGLOWAN:  You know, this election is as historic as the women’s 

suffrage movement.  Then we were fighting for our right to vote.  This time we exercised 



our right to vote and it demonstrates when women come together and coalesce, we have 
strength in numbers. 

 
SIOBHAN BENNETT:  And I think this is the year that voters finally said, 

enough is enough.  When you look at the election of Claire McCaskill handily over Akin 
in a state that election Romney, or look at the Joe Donnelly race against Mourdock, folks 
were saying – they weren’t so much voting for McCaskill or voting for Donnelly.  They 
were voting against Akin.  They were voting against Mourdock in those races. 

 
MERCEDES VIANA SCHLAPP:  Well, while we remain a nation divided, I 

think that really the diversity that we’re going to see in Congress is really reflective of the 
voter demographics that we’re seeing in our nation. 

 
MS. ERBE:  We remain a nation divided, but clearly, the GOP at this point is in 

reformation mode because of the changing demographics in the United States.   
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  Absolutely. 
 
MS. ERBE:  What do you think is first and foremost in the party’s mind in terms 

of re-attracting women voters to the fold? 
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  There’s such a sense of urgency, I can tell you at this point.  

And there are so many people talking.  Jeb Bush said it very clearly, where he said, it’s 
about the tone.   

 
And in this particular election, we were looking at – we were focused so much on 

the economic issues and on – we were thinking with the head.  And really I think 
especially for women voters in particularly are the heart issues as well.  And so whether 
you agree – on the abortion issues, it was about the tone, about the messaging that I think 
Republicans really needed –  

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  It’s the messaging and advocacy. 
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  – to reach out to that in talking with the women voter. 
 
MS. BENNETT:  I agree 100 percent with you.  I think if Akin and Mourdock 

had said what they said in completely different ways, all right, we wouldn’t have had the 
backlash that we had.  In truth, quite frankly, I think Eleanor pointed this out – women 
delivered that race because they weren’t about – Obama’s race – because they weren’t 
about to put up with that nonsense that was coming from the right.  They weren’t about to 
put up with it. 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  Also, with the statements from Mourdock and Akin, women 

wanted Romney to denounce it.  Women wanted the party to denounce it.  And Romney 
never came out to denounce it.  Bottom line is this: we played it too safe.  We didn’t 



think that women were monolithic voters that they cared more about the economy, but 
when it comes to legitimate rate and abortion, women stick together. 

 
DEL. NORTON:  I wish that was all it was, really.  The whole year – particularly 

when Republicans took over so many state legislatures, that’s when the war on women – 
if you will forgive me – began.  You had record numbers of anti-contraceptive and anti-
abortion laws passed.  You even had a tax on Equal Pay Act laws.  You had the Congress 
with a blunt amendment where they actually had a vote on whether or not insurance 
policies ought to include contraception if the boss is in disagreement.   

 
And that – so you can talk messaging all you want to – or two members who 

clearly revealed the rubbish in the Republican Party.  But let’s face it – women had a 
whole year.  And then they had the Republican primary to see it big and bold all anti-
woman, personhood, all about things that the majority of the women are clearly not for.   

 
MS. ERBE:  Okay.  But let me ask you this.  In the reformation of the Republican 

Party, is that going to be dropped –  
 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  From our platform, is that what you’re saying?   
 
MS. ERBE:  Yes.  Well, just as – are the social issues going to go the way that 

this election said they should go? 
 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  I don’t believe that the ultraconservatives and the tea party 

will be the engines that will drive this party next go around.  What we have to do is 
change the tone.   

 
And I think too what impacted us was during the VP debate, when Paul Ryan was 

asked about abortion in “Roe v. Wade,” and his answer I believe that that scared women 
too, went back to the backdoor, back-alley abortions. 

 
MS. SCHLAPP:  Right.  Right.  But we can’t talk about the women as a unified 

bloc because it’s not.  You’ve got the married women that went with Romney, white 
married women that went with Romney.  You’ve got – you look at 96 percent African-
Americans, 76 percent Hispanics, minority coalition and the single women that obviously 
the Democrats did a very smart play with the single women threatening by – and I got a 
bunch of those direct mail pieces that were saying, oh, the Republicans are going to take 
away your access to contraception, which is totally not true. 

 
MS. BENNETT:  It’s absolutely true.  No.  I’m sorry. 
 
MS. ERBE:  But wait a second.  Wait.  Wait.  Wait.  Okay.  First of all, I do want 

to switch to women in Congress.  We’ll get more to how people voted in the next 
segment.  Okay.   

 



So the Republican Party lost two moderate women, Kay Bailey Hutchinson and 
Olympia Snowe.  Is the Republican Party going to try to lure back women like that to run 
for the Senate and the House? 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  They need to – even when I ran for office in 2010, no one 

was out to recruit me as a woman.  No one was out to recruit me as a black woman.  And 
they need to revamp the NRSC and NRCC on how they recruit.  Democrats are very 
good at going out and seeking diversity.  We seek the white wealthy males that are even a 
part of establishment or have given to the establishment. 

 
MS. BENNETT:  And if you look at the demographic as of the election of the 

Democratic and the Republican Party, it says it all.  The Democrat Party, for the first 
time, is majority women and minorities.  The Republican Party is majority white male.  
And that’s the story that is here.  Absolutely.   

 
In fact, our organization, which has been endorsing and supporting moderate 

Republican women for 38 years, when there’s almost nobody left to support – we just lost 
Judy Biggert, who was the only pro-choice Republican left in Congress.  She just got 
defeated.  So absolutely.  The secret to the revivification, if it were, of the Republican 
Party is women and hopefully moderate women. 

 
(Cross talk.) 
 
DEL. NORTON:  You’re very right about recruiting women to run.  I’m amazed 

that three or four times as many Democratic women got elected this time as Republican 
women. 

 
MS. BENNETT:  Because they ran. 
 
DEL. NORTON:  Because they were encouraged to run. 
 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  They ran.  They were encouraged and they were supported, 

because it takes more than just having the passion to want to run.  The party has to 
support you, raise dollars for you to help you to get out to vote. 

 
MS. BENNETT:  It has to not kill you.  Over and over and over – no, seriously.  

We have a number of Republican women that we support up to the primary who get 
killed by their own party, attacked by their own party. 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  Excuse me.  I’m one of them.  I’m one of them. 
 
MS. BENNETT:  I’m telling you.  That – what we have to do – there’s 

Republican women running right now who are attacked by their own party.  And that’s 
what we have to fix. 

 



MS. ERBE:  I want to hear more about this.  You were out all during the 
campaign helping women, pro-choice women of both parties.  You ran for Congress as a 
Republican.  What do you see the Republican Party has to do to get women like you back 
in the fold? 

 
MS. BENNETT:  I left the Republican Party because – precisely because of 

reproductive choices and options.  And in my 30 some years of being a voter, I’ve 
watched myself go from being a moderate Republican to being a liberal Republican to 
being a conservative Democrat to being a liberal Democrat all in 30 years.  And so –  

 
MS. ERBE:  Have you changed or the party’s –  
 
MS. BENNETT:  My values have stayed the same.  So absolutely.  I think what’s 

going to happen here is – my hope is that the Republican Party looks at these outcomes, 
gets the message that all they need to do is encourage Republican women just like you, 
Angela, to run. 

 
MS. SCHLAPP (?):  Pro-life women as well to run. 
 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  And I am pro-life.  I am pro-life. 
 
MS. BENNETT:  And my hope – my hope is that this election gave the 

Republican Party a lesson they needed to hear, the same lesson which is why Senator 
Olympia Snowe has resigned. 

 
MS. ERBE:  But why do you think that running more pro-life Republican women 

will resonate when abortion, for the first in 30 or 40 years became a wining issue, which 
it hadn’t been for the Democrats. 

 
MS. SCHLAPP:  When you look at the exit polls, the exit polls show that at the 

end it was a pocketbook issue.  It’s the economic issues that drove the women to vote the 
way they voted.  And that’s clearly in the exit polls.  So you can’t say that’s just abortion 
rights.  In certain swing states, in certain districts, if it’s a more urban area or a more pro-
choice area –  

 
DEL. NORTON:  There you go again.  That is denial. 
 
MS. ERBE:  Wait.  Let her finish and then –  
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  Our country is moving towards – it’s more pro-life.  In the last – 

latest Gallup poll, we’re seeing –  
 
MS. BENNETT:  Oh, that is not true. 
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  That is absolutely true. 
 



DEL. NORTON:  We don’t have any problem with pro-life women or – look, 
look.  What are you talking about?  Bush got elected.  He was a pro-life president.  Every 
Republican is going to be pro-life.  The fact is that there was no room in the Republican 
Party for anybody who was pro-life, and women were – pro-choice, pro-choice.  And to 
say that it didn’t matter to women is not to have gotten the message that there was value 
added in these reproductive issues. 

 
MS. ERBE:  All right.  And we are out of time.  From women politicians to the 

women’s vote.  Cari Stein reports. 
 
(Begin video segment.) 
 
MS. STEIN:  After months of predictions about how women would vote in the 

presidential election, the guessing is over.  Women, who are 54 percent of the electorate, 
voted in record numbers and they voted overwhelmingly for President Barack Obama.  
Fifty-five percent of the women’s vote went to Obama; 44 percent to Romney.  
Unmarried women backed President Obama by a 38-percentage point margin over 
Romney, while 53 percent of married women preferred Romney.  The gender gap for 
President Barack Obama was 10 percentage points this time, a gain from seven points in 
2008. 

 
(End video segment.) 
 
MS. ERBE:  Sam Bennett, why did women vote in record numbers this year?  

What energized them? 
 
MS. BENNETT:  Well, you can put a stick in the beehive just to many times and 

eventually the bees are going to come out.   
 
I think that women – I think Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton pointed this 

out that it started actually in the debates, the Republican Party debates, where you saw 
this anti-woman, anti-choice, reproductive choices and options rhetoric that was 
unmitigated on top of 11,000 pieces of legislation that were introduced across the country 
this election cycle at the state legislative level, mitigating a woman’s ability to even get 
access to something as basic as birth control.   

 
So I think what we had was an unprecedented environment.  I like to call it the 

parable of the boiling frog.  You throw the frog in the boiling pot of water, they hop out.  
But if you keep the frog in that boiling pot of water, it boils to death.  American women 
jumped out of the pot of boiling water finally because the level of vitriol and the level of 
attack was so significant, so long, so unmitigated, they said enough is enough. 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  But women are not monolithic, because if you see in certain 

states where Mitt Romney lost, you had Republican women that did win.  So I think 
because of the negative primaries and because of Akin and because of Mourdock stating 



illegitimate rape, I believe that women wanted Obama in, but clearly they had to split 
some of their vote for Republicans to keep the House. 

 
MS. BENNETT:  Just look at MsCaskill’s race where Romney took that state.  

Look at that one. 
 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  He won Missouri, but McCaskill won because she went 

against the first one who said that women can’t get pregnant if they’re raped legitimately. 
 
MS. ERBE:  I wanted to get to the part – the Evangelicals, which are a big chunk 

of the Republican bloc.  What happened to them and particularly Evangelical women this 
time? 

 
MS. SCHLAPP:  Again, I think that there was always that question of religion 

and no one wanted to state the obvious, which is Governor Romney’s religion, being 
Mormon, and whether that was really going to impact the vote.  And it seemed that it did 
impact the vote at this time.  So I think it’s very unfortunate because, at the end, I think 
for what we need in America, it would have been a president that could push our 
economy forward and do what we need to do to get out of the economic crisis that we’ve 
been in, but it’s just been a very – you know, really it’s unfortunate when two million less 
people voted this time. 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  Even in the great state of Virginia, swing state of Virginia, 

you had less Evangelicals come out as they did for McCain in 2008.  It was like 6 to 8 
percent that stayed at home and didn’t vote for Romney. 

 
MS. SCHLAPP:  You hope that we can cross the race barrier, we can cross the 

religious barrier. 
 
MS. ERBE:  But let me ask you this – granted, I thought the Republican field 

from the beginning was incredibly weak, but I saw Republicans – once Romney got the 
nomination, partisans gathering around him and saying, oh, the Mormon issue isn’t going 
to matter.  And it did matter.  There are Evangelicals who see Mormons as a sect and not 
Christians.  And they did stay home. 

 
MS. SCHLAPP:  Right.  And they might to say it out loud. 
 
MS. ERBE:  So my question is in reforming the party, will Republicans say to 

themselves, hey, wait a minute – we goofed up by not getting somebody more 
conservative and somebody Christian who would appeal to Evangelical Christians?  
Could they read the results that way? 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  The right to life and the sanctity of marriage will always be 

a part of the platform.   
 
MS. ERBE:  Always.  How smart is that? 



 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  The Mormon religion did play a role, but also Mitt Romney 

flip-flopped on same-sex marriage – they perceived that – and then also the abortion 
issue.  Evangelicals couldn’t feel that they could trust him. 

 
DEL. NORTON:  Can we get back to Evangelicals, because I think the 

Republican Party has become overly dependent on its Evangelicals.  And the real 
question is do they have anybody to replace them with?  Unless they being to appeal 
more broadly as these people – and these are mostly older people, as these people pass, 
you really will have a big hole left there in their party. 

 
MS. BENNETT:  And that points to some very important demographic trends.  So 

single women voted for Obama in 2008 and they voted for him in – but the problem is the 
percentage of the population that are single women has skyrocketed and the number of 
Latinos in this country who are voting age has skyrocketed.   

 
And so for the Republicans to – and, remember, we’re a non-partisan organization 

here, but let’s talk about just tactics.  If the Republican Party can find its way to embrace 
immigration, sound immigration policy, and figure out a middle road on how to talk 
about at least birth control, which every – 71 percent of identified pro-life Republican 
women believe women should be making that decision for themselves, not the 
government.  By definition, that makes them – by some definition, pro-choice.  So the 
Republican Party has got to figure that out and figure out the issue of what to do these 
women. 

 
MS. ERBE:  Last word, Mercy (sp). 
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  I just would like to add, you know, when you look at how 

African-Americans came out for President Obama, it really just shows that a vote is so 
personal and it really goes back to if it’s a Christian that wants to vote for a Christian or 
an African-American who wants to vote for an African-American.  I mean, it really goes 
down to what’s in the ballot – when they go to the ballot box and they make their choice. 

 
MS. ERBE:  Okay.  So you’re saying that there’s no major reformation of issues 

needed here for the GOP, because as I see it, God, guns and gays are losing issues from 
here on out for the national party. 

 
MS. SCHLAPP:  We’ve got to look – there’s the economic perspective, which we 

need to look at, which, of course, from that message on, like free enterprise and pushing 
small business and that economic message which I think very much favors the 
Republicans, but there’s broader issues, like immigration reform where we need to work 
together with the Democrats, that I think will help to let the Latinos know Republicans 
get it and we can work with you and bring you into the party, of course. 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  Bonnie, I have to say this –  
 



MS. ERBE:  Wait.  We’re out of time.  Sorry, Angela.  Let us know what you 
think. Please follow me on Twitter @BonnieErbe or #tothecontrary.   

 
Behind the headlines: returning women veterans.  Women compose 14 percent of 

today’s military forces and that’s expected to double over the next 10 years.  In honor of 
Veterans Day, we spoke with women vets about their needs as they transition back to 
civilian life. 

 
(Begin video segment.) 
 
LAYLA MANSBERGER [Veteran]:  When we come back, we’re not looked at 

as veterans.  People think, oh, you just served.  You didn’t have any combat.  I was 
actually told that I wasn’t even in the combat zone.  I was in Iraq.  Like, I was in Iraq.  I 
got bombed every other day.  

 
ALICIA THOMPSON [Veteran]:  You get told a lot, oh, you’re just a girl.  No.  

No.  I’m not just a girl.  I’m a soldier, a soldier first. 
 
MS. ERBE:  There are some 1.9 million women veterans in the U.S.  Another 

50,000 service women are coming back from Iraq and Afghanistan.  Many of these 
soldiers are coming back with physical wounds, but they also have invisible, emotional 
injuries. 

 
MS. MANSBERGER:  I was sexually harassed a lot.  I was the shift leader.  And 

I was amongst men who weren’t used to having a female Reservist in charge of them.  
They did a post-deployment checkup on me.  They couldn’t figure out what was wrong.  I 
wasn’t handling it very well.  I didn’t sleep.  I didn’t eat.  My moods were so erratic and I 
didn’t know what was going on with me. 

 
MS. ERBE:  Veteran BriGette McCoy says women veterans face different 

challenges than men.  Their transitions are more difficult because the system is not 
equipped to deal with women. 

 
BRIGETTE MCCOY [Veteran]:  Everything from losing their children because 

of having the diagnosis of PTSD or bipolar or borderline personality, so losing their 
children to Social Services, housing issues, access to the financial services or the means 
to take care of the family, homelessness, medical care. 

 
MS. ERBE:  McCoy says women veterans need economic and social support. 
 
MS. MCCOY:  If you throw money at this situation, it’s not going to just solve it.  

There has to be the financial part and then the social part.  So I say social-economic. 
 
MS. ERBE:  Layla, BriGette, and Alicia say there just isn’t enough awareness 

about the challenges faced by disabled women veterans.  To bring these issues to light, 
they became involved in a documentary last year. 



 
MS. THOMPSON (?):  When you get shot at, it doesn’t matter whether you’re a 

male or female. 
 
MS. ERBE:  Their stories are featured in “Service: When Women Come 

Marching Home.” 
 
MS. THOMPSON:  I think it’s important to share the stories of women and the 

fact that we struggle getting out there that women shouldn’t be forgotten, women 
military, women veterans shouldn’t be forgotten is important. 

 
MS. ERBE:  These women also have a strong presence on Facebook.  They say 

social media has helped them share their stories, helped them heal, and raise awareness. 
 
(End video segment.) 
 
MS. ERBE:  Why, Mercy, do they have different issues from men? 
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  You know, I had looked up with this Marine.  Her name was 

Jessica Goodell and she literally went to Afghanistan, and her job was to pick up the 
pieces of the body parts of soldiers.  Do you imagine coming home, having that 
experience, and trying to even emotionally trying to deal with that?  And as women, just 
from an emotional standpoint we just deal with things differently.   

 
In fact, the University of Nevada, they’re doing research on the hormonal effects 

of post-traumatic stress disorder.  So these women are – what they’re facing and what 
they’re encountering on the frontlines or when they have to come home and deal with this 
is just incredible. 

 
DEL. NORTON:  This is the position they’re put in.  Essentially, women in these 

wars are in combat.  They’re in the military police.  There is no combat zone of the kind 
we knew before.  They’re right out there side by side and, by the way, not treated equally 
when it comes to pay and right.   

 
At the same time, when they go back to where people go to rest, they are treated 

as women, and they are facing terrible, horrendous sexual harassment.  So you put on top 
of what is a frontline experience sexual harassment, you get something very different 
from what men experience. 

 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  And as someone who has suffered from post-traumatic 

stress and to go with the hormone levels, I was not getting to where I needed to be, and it 
did knock off my hormone levels.  Now, I can afford to go to the different doctors and be 
tested, but as for veterans across the board it’s not a leveled playing field, but imagine 
being a woman going through hormonal problems and post-traumatic stress and from the 
frontlines.  So I think that’s why we – it impacts us differently. 

 



MS. ERBE:  What does the military need to do to help these women? 
 
MS. BENNETT:  Well, I’m an ex-Marine officer’s daughter, right, and I was 

ROTC ranger in college myself, and have post-traumatic stress disorder from the sexual 
abuse I suffered growing up.   

 
So I think that what the military needs to do is acknowledge that women suffer 

from an undue burden when they’re in the military.  And the congresswoman pointed to 
it.   

 
Men do not experience sexual harassment in the military.  Women do.  And so 

you create this Molotov cocktail of post-traumatic stress disorder on top of sexual abuse, 
on top of not being paid as much as your male counterparts are, on top of all the other 
restrictions that you deal with.  The military needs to face this head on and deal with it. 

 
MS. ERBE:  But, you know, the Secretary of Defense Panetta already said six 

months or so ago that it was not going to be stood for anymore.  Is that enough? 
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  I just don’t think it’s enough.  I think there’s got to be the 

programs in place.  I mean, it’s changing a culture.  It’s changing an institution that’s 
been in place for a very long – since the beginning of our country. 

 
MS. BENNETT:  A male oriented culture.   
 
MS. SCHLAPP:  Exactly. 
 
MS. MCGLOWAN:  Bonnie, anybody can make a statement that this is not going 

to happen, but until you actually have diversity sensitivity training, until you actually 
change the culture and make women more welcomed in the military, it’s not going to 
change. 

 
MS. ERBE:  All right.  That’s it for this edition of To the Contrary.  Please follow 

me on Twitter @BonnieErbe and #tothecontrary.  And check our website, pbs.org/ttc 
where the discussion continues.  Whether you agree or think to the contrary, please join 
us next time. 

 
(END)   
 


