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Bonnie Erbe:  This week on to the contrary: The 45th President of the United States Donald Trump gets
going on his agenda. How will his first 100 days impact women and girls in and diverse communities 
in the U.S. and around the world?

Hello, I'm Bonnie Erbe. Welcome to to the contrary, a discussion of news and social trends from 
diverse perspectives. Up first the great divide.

Bonnie Erbe:  President Trump reportedly has an aggressive agenda for the first 100 days of his 
administration. It's an agenda that could have a major impact on women and girls in the U.S. and 
around the world. It includes changes in healthcare, immigration, tax, and environmental and 
regulatory policies.
How will the Americans be impacted? A poll out this week finds Trump voters very supportive but the 
general public less enthusiastic. Let's start with what appears to be priority number one, repealing and 
replacing Obamacare. 85% of Trump voters consider it extremely or very important. Only 44% of the 
general public agrees.

Jan Schakowsky:  Well first of all its not just democrats. The majority of Americans really want to 
preserve their healthcare. They want to preserve their-- women want to preserve their rights; their 
access to contraception to health care and when necessary to abortion services. They are just not going 
to take us back to the alleys to the dark ages. You know, right now in the United States of America, 



abortions are at the lowest number. Teen pregnancies are at their lowest number, and its Planned 
Parenthood that had a lot to do with that. That if you provide access to affordable--in fact without any 
type of cost-- contraception we're gonna have less unwanted pregnancies.

Bonnie Erbe: Congress is already threatening to stop Medicaid reimbursement to Planned Parenthood 
and any organizations, including hospitals that perform abortions. President Trump is also promising 
childcare and eldercare changes as part of his first 100 day plan. He's proposing childcare and eldercare
tax deductions. He'll also giving employers incentives to provide onsite childcare, and create tax-free 
dependent care savings accounts with matching contributions for low income families. First daughter 
Ivanka Trump is said to be very influential in creating this policy. Trump also plans to move ahead on 
individual and corporate tax cuts and his immigration policy including plans to build a wall on our 
Southern border. On immigration, 78% of Trump voters versus 38% of the general public believe we 
need to make dramatic action to curb illegal immigration a priority. 35% of the general public support 
building a border wall while 75% of trump voters support the wall. Democrats in Congress and many 
NGO leaders want to turn fears about what the Trump Administration may do to to programs for 
underserved populations into a movement. Theresa Younger is President of the Ms.Foundation for 
Women and they have a video on their website about how to participate in the resistance movement:

Theresa Younger: The march and all of the activities that have gone on are reminding us that we won’t 
go back and we can't stop the work that we have done, and that we are going to just have to be more 
vigilant than we’ve ever been before in order to maintain and sustain those rights.  And so, you know, 
we are talking about how do we raise more dollars so the dollars can go into the field so we can fight 
the fight both in the statehouses as well as in Congress and Washington, D.C.

Bonnie Erbe: So Ann Stone,  what impact will the first 100 days of the Trump administration have on 
women, children, diverse communities and the underserved?

Ann Stone: The rhetoric against Trump on all of this has been overheated and overhyped and you are 
about to find out that everyone will benefit, women, children and men and everybody. 

Hilary Rosen: I'm going to go big picture and say that most of this will be around the humility, 
compassion, generosity. If they start going down the road with punitive after punitive measure, it’s 
going to be a horrible four years but the tone will be set early. 

Clara del Villar: Specific issues I expect Trump to reveal, job creation, what economic policies are 
going to address this issue?

Keli Goff: First 100 days in terms of communities of color? Zero impact because during the campaign 
he made it clear that African-American communities and how to improve our lot in terms of criminal 
justice reform, safety with the police and even an economic agenda that benefits our communities we 
were practically invisible to him in his campaign. So, I don’t anticipate much.

Bonnie Erbe:  When you say zero impact there is going to be a huge impact because a lot of funding for
programs that supported African-American and other diverse communities is going to go away.

Keli Goff: Well, I think we are dealing with a president who thinks that impacting African-American
communities can be comprised of hiring Amarosa, and we need more than that. But if he changes his 
rhetoric in how he talks about black Americans because he made us sound very dangerous during the 



campaign, that would be a step in the right direction and that would be a more successful 100 days than
I think some of us anticipate.

Bonnie: Alright, you are on the transition team. What is the first thing, healthcare, is Obamacare going 
to be repealed?

Ann Stone: Replace and repeal the two will coincide. You are not going to have a gap contrary to the 
hype out there. So that will be fine. 

Bonnie Erbe:  But no Republicans have a plan yet.

Ann Stone: Oh yeah, they do.

Bonnie Erbe: Lots of different plans. 

Ann Stone: The subcommittees have had a plan for six years.  You can go to their website. That's one of
the places they’re a base operating off of.  There’s some disagreements around the edges but certain 
core principles they agree on. They will get there. It will be fine and they will delay the repeal to 
coincide with replacement. There won't be a gap. 
 
[talking over one another, Ann continues...]

You want to know the rest. Obamacare is only part of it. Tax reform will come very quickly and 
regulatory reform. In fact, regulatory reform will start day one.

Hilary Rosen: I think you will see a lot of regulations that President Obama and his team put in to 
protect the environment, to deal with making sure schools supported kids with disabilities, that you 
know, in housing there was not discrimination and the Justice Department that there were civil rights 
investigations. I think all of those regulations are going to get repealed quickly. Things that are in 
control of the administration. Things that have to go through the Congress are going to take a lot longer
and, you know, we hear a lot about the plan and President Trump’s promise. The problem with 
President Trump’s promise on Obamacare is you can’t promise all of these good sides of Obamacare is 
going to stay without dealing with the cost and the risk pools and that’s why the Republican plan 
doesn’t offer those promises. The president offers it but he doesn’t have a plan to. 

[All speaking at once] 

Ann Stone: I never get to counter Hilary. So many comments, so many things that are wrong. The 
regulations you are talking about are not the first ones he is going to repeal. He is going to repeal what 
is damaging our economic recovery which its been the worst in the history of the world. That’s number 
one.

[speaking at once]

Ann Stone:  And past that all of the other stuff you are talking about is so negative. This is hype. You 
are going to see that is not the case. 

Keli Goff: Can I just say something that is very important to this conversation which is that someone 
else said this and I agree with it whole heartedly which is rooting for this man to fail would be like 



rooting for the pilot of the plane that you are on to crash. I hope you are right Ann. I want to see him 
succeed because I want to see our country succeed but you said a lot of what we are criticizing is from 
heated over hyped rhetoric. A lot of his rhetoric is overheated and hyped which is why a lot of people 
are not hopeful particularly from some of the communities that feel like they’re the divider. 

(All talking at once)

Hilary Rosen: And these are the things that he said he was going to do and that his nominees have said 
they were going to do… 

Bonnie Erbe:  One at at time or nobody can be heard if we talk over each other.  Okay, you talk about 
economic reform. Front page of the Wall Street Journal this week, not exactly an unfriendly newspaper 
to Trump. Dollar slumps because Trump is talking it down. It’s down one and a half percent because of 
him. 

Ann Stone:  And it will come up just as easy.

Clara Del Villar: Let’s clarify that. The regulatory issues that will be addressed are the ones hampering 
job creation in the United States and coming from the financial industry I can tell you firsthand the 
lending has stopped to small business which is a major job creator to the United States, it benefits not 
just, it benefits our entire community. Particularly the black and Hispanic community that has been 
really underserved during the last 10 years. Having seen this firsthand but let me finish, also let me say 
the strong dollar has been a patriotic address. The lower dollar, the reason Trump supported it is 
because it encourages exports of the United States which is also another economic engine that moves. 
That’s what he was addressing the U.S. operates with a trade imbalance. 

Keli Goff:  All of this is kind of a moot point. If he doesn’t at some point decide to act like a President. 
And that’s what I think a lot of us are waiting on. I want to see the man succeed because I love 
America. I love our country. I’m proud of our country, but we need someone...

Bonnie Erbe:  I want to get, I have a list of some specifics that I want to go over: Planned Parenthood, 
quick responses please. Planned Parenthood gone? Funding for it? 

Hilary Rosen:  Unfortunately that I talk about I do not think that we are going to the apocalypse. I agree
with President Obama, what I am doing is repeating back the things his nominees have said that they 
want to do. When you have the secretary of education there saying she is not going to commit to 
keeping the requirement in public schools to help kids with disabilities, that says something scary. 
When you have the President of the United States on the campaign trail saying I’m going to get rid of 
Planned Parenthood, I believe him. This is, these are the points, you know Ann is making the argument 
that was all just talk. That is all hype, but I think you have to concede that actually these people are 
making these promises to constituencies that elected them with the question is whether they’ll deliver 
to them or not. 

Bonnie Erbe: Clara, Planned parenthood.

Clara Del Villar:  I think it is going to be more debatable than we realize and let me clarify, get rid of 
Planned Parenthood funding. Planned Parenthood will continue to be a strong element in our 
community but the debate is in and we’ll see what happens. 



Bonnie Erbe: But what about funding? We spend a billion dollars a year giving other countries through 
unsaid funding for abortion, no abortions not even referrals for abortions. But it does help women in 
poor countries to have two children instead of seven that they can’t feed.  

Clara Del Villar:  I don’t see a ch ange in that. As much of a health issue as an economic issue. 

Hilary Rosen:  The Republicans have targeted this money for the last, you know, 15 years and now 
they’ll have the power of the Congress and the President to pass it. 

Ann Stone:  Within that 15 years they had the power to do it and never did. 

Hilary Rosen: No, they didn’t they had a democratic president who vetoed it. 

Bonnie Erbe: Okay. Women and work. Ivanka Trump supposed to have all kinds of power here. She is 
proposing some plan about paid maternity leave. What’s in it? 

Ann Stone: Ivanka has a wide range of things she wants to do to help working women and women who 
work inside the home as well, but the child care credits and program to help working mothers get 
affordable child care is very high up on her list. But there is more that I mean she really wants to push 
for equal pay as well. 

Bonnie Erbe: Is it going to help poor women? Is she proposing any thing that helps support poor 
women?

Ann Stone:  Yes.

Bonnie Erbe: What?

Ann Stone: It's not just tax credits. Its the ability for affordable child care. 

Hilary Rosen:  The proposal during the campaign was about giving tax credits. A lot of poor women 
don’t have a significant tax liability. 

Bonnie Erbe:  Well that’s within the first 100 days statement. 

Hilary Rosen:  Ivanka Trump is a wild card here and I hope Ann helps Ivanka Trump succeeds on 
everything she says she wants to do but I just look at some facts which is she is in theory running the 
hotels of the Trump Organization. She doesn’t give her own employees paid family leave so now she is 
going to figure out how to give it to the country? God bless her. I have great hope that Ivanka Trump is 
going to be the female empowerment of the Trump administration. It’s just not seen in this history in 
her career. 

Bonnie Erbe: I wanna ask you specifically, immigration?  Are we going to build a wall? It’s laughable 
that Mexico is going to reimburse us for it, but he keeps saying that is what he is going to do.
we going to build A W

Clara Del Villar: Again, I think part of it is rhetoric. I believe honestly that part of it may be a realistic 
address. I also think on of the things I’ll say 39% of Latinos voted for Donald Trump, okay? And one 
of the things that should be addressed this President will likely address is Mexico’s necessity to address



their own peoples’ condition. I think not calling out Mexico, as a Latina is not an oversight that many 
President’s have had. So I think the time to call Mexico out on their huge resources, natural resources 
that they have and their inability to take care of their own people that has led to the illegal immigration 
is something that should be put on the table. Secondly, I think the wall issue no doubt is a rhetoric 
issue. I think it will be addressed slowly. I also do not think that Trump will fail on the DACA thing. I 
don’t think he will send the dreamers back. 

Bonnie Erbe: Both of you are saying rhetoric, rhetoric, rhetoric. We’ve never had a President before 
who campaigned on issues and then backed off of them when he got into office. That doesn’t bother 
you? 

Clara Del Villar: I’ve covered the immigration issue for 10 years and the one thing I think happened in 
the population which may or may not be correct, Bonnie, is that the immigration issue was not solved. 
It was not addressed, and it reached a boiling point. I don’t agree with the way the issue was addressed 
as a Latina, as a person. I think it was wrong, but I think at this stage the issue needs some addressing. 

Hilary Rosen: It's more fundamental. What can we trust the president to do and what can we listen to 
when he’s saying… It seems like we need a little more transparency. 

Bonnie Erbe: The answer is, as Kellyanne Conway former panelist on To The Contrary, former regular 
on To The Contrary said recently, don’t listen to his words listen to his heart. That’s a scope. 

Ann Stone:  When you talk about rhetoric, I’m not talking about this rhetoric being over hyped 
although there has been some and a lot of it has been misunderstood. I’m talking about the rhetoric 
against him. These horrible things he is going to do and it’s the apocalypse and the world is coming to 
an end, they have set the bar so low they will soar above it. 

Bonnie Erbe: From women, children, and the underserved to millennials. 

Young people, particularly young women of color have a pessimistic view of Donald Trump’s 
presidency that’s according to a new poll of Americans between 18 and 30 years old by Genforward. 
Respondents expect to be worse off at the end of Trump’s term not better off. It’s even more 
pronounced among young people of color. Less than a fifth of young black and Latino Americans think 
their lives will improve under Trump.  And young Americans by a wide margin expect Trump to be 
divisive and fail to unite the country and go down in history as a not very good, or even a poor 
president. As far as campaign promises, young Americans expect trump will follow through on cutting 
taxes for the rich and deporting millions of immigrants living in the country illegally. However, less 
than four in ten believe Trump will succeed in building a wall along the Mexican border. This poll 
comes along with other polls showing Trump is historically unpopular among voters of all ages when it
comes to incoming presidents. What is the main issue for millennials from Trump? What would make 
them because they poll against him at this point. What would make them poll for him? 

Keli Goff:  Well, a name change? I don’t really know what to say there. In his defense a little bit, 
Hillary Clinton didn’t do so hot with millennials in certain key swing states and some people say that’s 
why she didn’t win. But I will say that millennials in general are more open-minded and tolerant on 
certain social issues and racial justice issues and you know, we can debate how much Trump’s language
was overhyped, but at the end of the day he was sending out tweets seen as degrading Latino’s. He was 
sending out tweets saying African-Americans  are responsible for the overwhelming number of 
homicides against white Americans. Not true. He believes the Central Park 5 should have been 



executed, they were exonerated. This is problematic for people who have grown up in an age of “Fresh 
Prince of Bell Air and the Cosby show and having friends of different races. They don’t believe in 
hearing people speak that way about different races or different women. 

Bonnie Erbe:  What about his cabinet? And his 90% white or something, and-

Keli Goff: It's not reflected throughout the population but what I will say is it would have been nice if 
some of the millennials who are criticizing, who are responding to these polls, who are marching in the 
streets had actually bothered to vote because as I wrote in my column after the election, you know, 
Colin Kaepernick was one of the most visible millennials who’s been critical of the criminal justice 
system in terms of how African Americans are treated and he announced he didn’t bother to vote in the 
presidential election. Didn’t see it as important. He is not the only one. So, if anything, Donald Trump 
could end up being a great thing for millennials because he could be the catalyst that ensure they all 
vote in the future. 

Bonnie Erbe:  Will there be a movement coming out of this march? I know you are on the other side, 
but will, you know, they are saying the meaning of this march is “we are not going back” and it 
includes women. 

Ann Stone:  No one is asking to go back. The Trump campaign officially does not want to respond to 
the march. We want them to have their day and have their say, get it out there. We will be listening and 
watching, but the bottom line with all of this is that until people really decide that they want to give 
him a chance and start to work together, they’re not even going to be willing to open their minds to see 
if good things are happening. And the reason millennials are so against him is, you know, Hillary 
Clinton spent millions and tens of millions of dollars on ads that convinced them that he is heinous, 
which were repeated again and again. He said it once and it disappeared, it would be one thing but it 
was again and again. These are the children of the P.C., these are the children of the politically correct. 
These are the children shaped by a culture that hates Trump and has gone way overboard in the way 
they’ve portrayed him. 

Hilary Rosen: Well, I- We are talking about 60% of young people, so I don’t think you can talk about 
this as children of the PC. I think you have to talk about this as our future. And I think that you have to 
have a President who not just is a good role model for them, and, but you have to talk about a president 
who actually speaks to them, speaks to their future, doesn’t think about kind of lining the pockets of 
their friends or flowting ethics laws because they don’t have to deal with them and I think that what 
you will have is people watching really closely. You know, the one advantage Donald Trump has right 
now is the entire world is watching him. If he wants to do the right thing, if he wants to inspire, if he 
wants to make change for good, if he wants to be inclusive in the economic, you know, opportunity of 
America, people will notice. 

Clara Del Villar:  You made the right point. 

Hilary Rosen:  If he wants to but he hasn’t shown it yet. 

Clara Del Villar:  Bernie Sanders spoke to millennials future. He talked about college tuition costs 
which are amazingly high. More young people live with their parents than are getting married and the 
data just came out last week, Bonnie, and showed that millennials at this age are making 20% less than 
their parents did. So these economic issues, however we feel ideologically different, Bernie Sanders did
bring out Trump and the administration will have to talk about these issues. 



Bonnie Erbe:  What about the movement though? I want to get back to the end product of the march. Is 
there going to be “we are not going back” movement out of this? 

Keli Goff: Actually to me the movement has actually been a sign of hope. Let me tell you why. I just 
spoke to a pro-life virgin by choice, the choice she has made in her 30’s, who was planning to go to the 
march. Now a lot of my friends don’t check those boxes and they’re going to be at the march and 
they’re marching side by side because they care about women and girls. Some of them are open to 
giving him a chance. I want to push back that it’s a movement that wants to see a president fail. I have a
column coming out for The Beast about the fact that I believe the march should be all inclusive. I think 
pro-life women should be welcome into this.

Bonnie Erbe:  And they're there. We interviewed them last week. They were on the show. 

Keli Goff: They should be welcome at the table because our country is too important for us to be 
divided right now. There are so many issues that matter to women and girls. What happens to the 
sexual assault policy on campus once the Obama administration is gone? 

Bonnie Erbe: What do you think DeVos is going to do about that?  She was grilled about this a little bit 
at her confirmation hearing, and she was kind of lukewarm. 

Hilary Rosen: She wouldn’t commit, she wouldn’t commit to continuing investigating sexual assault on
campus and for using Title IX for the full breadth of the opportunity. That’s why people are nervous 
and I do think that when you have hundreds of thousands of women and their families and friends 
across the country saying we are nervous, this is a scary time, there are a lot of issues on the table. We 
have made a lot of progress in the last eight years, and not only are we not going back, we can’t afford 
as a country to go back. You believe historic participation. My 18-year-old kids who are fairly 
politically cynical, you know, not the kids who are P.C. 

Bonnie Erbe: [laughing] They have been around it too much with you.

Hilary Rosen: They are engaged. They’re engaged in a way that I think that they might not have been 
had Hilary Clinton won, and it’s because they’re afraid. They’re afraid of their own future. 

Bonnie Erbe: I have a question about the ethics of millennials. Watching this cabinet with, for example,
Tom Price, a doctor, who pretty clearly committed what is called a series of insider trades ... He knew 
in advance. He tried claim that he didn’t but if there were a neutral justice department.

Ann Stone:  That was fake news.

Hilary Rosen:  Oh my god.

Bonnie Erbe: It is not fake news.

Ann Stone: It is.

Hilary Rosen:  He admitted it in his hearing. 



Clara Del Villar: If you looked at Nancy Pelosi, people have been insider trading in political circles for 
quite sometime. There was a book written by Peter Schweitzer about this is the issue exposing it but the
point is that it was not illegal. Now, the details of Tom Price, you know, we can talk about and expand 
on. But the point is that it was interesting how politicians for decades have been using insider 
information… (All talking at once)

Bonnie Erbe:  Wait, wait, wait, we are almost out of time here, but the message, I mean, you say its not 
insider trading. The fact is I spoke with a former CFTC lawyer who said all the elements of insider 
trading are there but the justice department wont prosecute because Jeff Sessions will be running. I’m 
sorry we ware out of time. 

Please follow me on Twitter and visit our website pbs.org/tothecontrary and whether you agree or think
to the contrary, see you next week.


