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1825 CONNECTICUT Avrsur, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20009 

October 7 ,  1966 

TO : XA Executive committee 

FRon: Occupational Health Comnittee 

SUBJEICT: PVC Resin Manufacturing Health Hazard 

On October 6, 1966, the Occupational H e a l t h  Corn i t t ee  
m e t  w i t h  var ious  manufacturers of polyvinyl  chloride and discussed 
evidence made available by a rnenhr canpany ind ica t ing  a porrible 
occupat ional  health problem associated w i t h  a step i n  the manufac- 
t u r e  of polyAnyl chloride re s ins .  
i s  h ighly  corrolatod w i t h  a spcific 8t.p 
thoso re s ins ,  them is .need for confirmation of t h i s  by other 
manu f ac t u r o r s  . 

milo the evidence presented 
the manufacture of 

B Although the exact cauro ha8 n o t  been determined and tho 
proportion of exposad parsons affected doas n o t  appoar t o  be high, 
tho nature  of the effects are such that tho C a m n i t t e o  has concluded 
that the problem r e q u i r e s  v i g o r m a  and w i d e  i nves t iga t ion .  The Com- 
mittee f i n d s  that the condi t ion  may n o t  k recognized un le s s  spacial 
medical surveys are carried out. 
such as t o  suggest the possibility of a d i8ab l ing  disease as a later 
dovelopaunt. Although therm is no evidonce t o  suggost tha t  'there is 
a r isk associated w i t h  the use  or handl ing of the finished polyvinyl  
chloride r e s i n ,  it is of importance t o  tho indus t ry  that this be 
documented and confinnod by s t u d i e s  of axposed groups wi th in  m e m b e r  

The c l i n i c a l  manifoatat ions are 

compnies .  

Therefore, thr O c C U w t i O # l 8 1  X e 8 l t h  C m t t 8 8  recamends 
t o  the %xscutivm C d t t o a  that a program incorpora t ing  the fol lw- 
i n g  be undortakon pranptlyr 

(1) In-plant modical s tud ie s :  
._ 

A21 Industry-sponsored toxi<ohgical research t 

~ A - c l P O U 8 0 r a d  8pp8im 

*-Plant Medical S tud ie s  

Medical surveys similar to th,ose carried o u t  by one m a r  
canpany need to  bo extended t o  other manufacturera. The employeo 
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groups t o  ba s t u d i e d  should inc lude  person8 engaged i n  (a) the 
manufactum of v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  monaaet, (b) t h e  manufacture of 
polyvinyl  c h l o r i d e  r e s i n s ,  and (c) t h e  f a b r i c a t i o n  of pplyvinyl  
ch lo r ide  conaumer products  wi th in  member ccmpanies producing 
there  products.  

Uniform medical obaemat ions  at. necessary so t h a t . t h e  
data may be combined and compared. In esaence, the survey w i l l  i n -  
c lude  a brief medical h i s t o r y  of the employee, and examinations and 
X-rays of the hands. The Co&ttea W i l l  provide par t ic ipa t ing  com- 
panies  with detailed recanmandations~ 

Industrv-S~onsorad Taxicoloqical Research 

The C a r m e i t t e e  cancludos t ha t  a coopera t ive ly  sponsored 
tox ico log ica l  resoarch program should k i n i t i 8 t . d  i n  order to 
determine the cause,  mechanimn of ac t ion ,  and prevent ive  measures 
nocessrry.  This resoarch progr- and tho h - p h n t  study program 
should operate concurren t ly ,  . -* 

c o n t a c t  a e a n p o t o n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  of i t a  uloctioa t o  establish this 
program and t o  maintain supomis ion  of 8amo. It is estimated that 
a t  least $100,000 w i l l  k necessary.  

The coamaitteo recomwnds that it bo authorizod t o  both 
I 

MCA-SpanSotcld SYmM, .iura 

- ' to  tho presont ,  f u l l  knawladge of thir condi t ion  ha8 
been limited t o  three c0mp.nie.r i n  tha United States. 
a n t i c i p a t e d  that tu8 s i t u 8 t i o n  w i l l  Continu0 i n  l ight  of the w i d e r  
dissamin8tiorr r e s u l t i n g  tram the EA-sparsored meeting of October 6 
and tho proposed program o f  investigation. Thoroform, it i s  the 

It i 8  not 

COnClUSia O f  the C a t t w  th8t PZOCiS. b f O r P u t i a  b0 mad. 
a V a f l a b 1 0  t o  tho S d O n t i f i C  Cummmity, a d  it iS prOpO88d th8t b 

.MCA-sponsored -8iW under tho 8U8piC.8 O f  -0 Occupational 
Health C m m C t t w  bo hald dur ing  tho runmar of 1%7. 

b 

FGS:cm 
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Subsequently, t h e  Occupational Beal th  C d t t e e ,  following a 
full discussion of t h i s  medical problem, recommended c e r t a i n  steps 
to  the Bxecutiva Committee of the U r o c i a t i o n  as contained i n  t h e  
attached re so lu t ion  dated October 7 ,  1966. The above-mentioned r e s o l u -  
t i o n  was reported to t h e  Executive C o m m i t t e e  i n  i t s  regu la r  meeting 
Octdbet 11, 1966; and the problem was b r i e f l y  d iscussed  by H a r r y  8 .  
Warner, V i c e  Pres ident  of t h e  8 .  F. Goodrich Company. On h i s  recom- 
mendation, the Executive Committer unanimously voted t h a t  t h e  Occupa- 
t i o n a l  Xealth C o m m i t t e e  should p r o c d  with development of the.program 
as set  forthin p a r t s  1, 2, and I, o f  the r e s o l u t i o n ,  inc luding  the 
procedures ou t l ined  i n  the explanatory paragraphs f o r  these s e v e r a l  
items. 

It is hoped t h i s  program can be developed i n  s p e c i f i c  terns, 
including f i n a n c i a l  arrangementand t h a t  t h e s e  be repor ted  t o  t h e  
Executive Coxnit tee  i n  i ts  meeting November 21 i f  po8r ib le .  

Technical Di roc to r  
'FHC/bk : 

I Attachment  

October 13, 1966 
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