(The following is an {information sheet for the guldance of our public relations

department, to be referred to {n answering any inquiries which may be received

from news media concerning the Osteolysis mattaer.

This ({s not & publicicy re-

lease. We plan no release whatsoever but do need to be pra

questions when and 1f they are put to us.)

Some BFGCC employees, working in domestic plants, are under observation for a
wedical condition resembling Raynard's Phenomenom. These employees coﬁ:inue to work.
The condition affects the £ins§r or fingers on one or both hands. Symptoms include
& certain degree of discomfort caused by abnormal sensitivity to éold. ‘The number
of employees affected is from 10 to 25: some cases are so marginal that their

positive detaction {s extremely difficule.

The condition was first noéed two or three years ago an@ once}i:'was conaideééd to
be industrially connocccd; the Company xrayed hands of qll its employees at each
plant. There were some cases datected where the man was unaware that he had the
condition. Xrays of the fingers of those affected show a decalcification -- often
very minute -~ at the tip of the bone at the finger tip. |

In BFGCC's investigation, it was found that in most casaa,.bu: not in all, the af-
fected employees were angaged in the élganins of vessels involved in che.polymeri-
zation of vinyl chloride, or had been n; some time during their careers. A few
individuals who had never cleaned such vessels were also found to ba affected.

BFGCC has approximatel 3,00q;peopla in its various plants. There are approximately

1,000 who have at one time or another been engaged in the cleaning of vimyl chloride

poiymarizacian vessell.\

In the cleaning of these vessels normal industry procedures are employed. After

washdown, residual vapors are removed and the cleaner then scrapes residual mater-
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{2l from the vessel walls using a putty knifa.
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Since the discovery of the problem the Company's program has been to:

a) take whataver steps deemad most likaly to avoid the problem {n the future and

b) to l_aunch an extensive research effort to gain an understanding of the cause

of the problam.

Alternative methods of vessel cleaning are being evaluated as are various types of

gloves and combinations of glovas.

During the past summar, 12 of the employeas found to exhibit the symptoms voluntarily
.undcvfcnt extensive hospital observations and medical testing by specialists to
determine if any other physical abnormalities were common within 't:ho group. None
vas found. ' |

The Company has commissioned an ependent scientific laborate an outside
consultant to carry out additional research work on the cause of the condicic;n._

These investigations ars of coufskinaddician to the Company's medical staff's

continuing analysis of the problenm.

Once BFGCC felt that the condition could be an industry problem it initiated a series
N

of meetings with madical directors of other companies in the sm {ndustry, both in

C——
the United States and abroad, to disclose its findings. The Company has also re-

-

viewed the matter with the mdicil cou_nic:ae of MCA.

To date, there is no coanclusive evidence as to the cause of the problem. However,

the Company 1.: conﬂdcnt: that with its program of careful employee surveillance,

the problem {s under control. Research by the Company and by the industry will X
continue until the underlying cause is understood. \ 8
Over the span of time available f6r obsarvation, it appears that the condition is g
‘reversible. N
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