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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CCWHITTEE 
Minutes of Meeting 

FICA Offices, Washington, D .  C .  April 30, 1969 

PRESENT 

C .  U .  Dernehl, X.D., Chairman Union Carbide Corporat ion 
E.  H. Dixon, H. D . ,  Vice Chairmaa Celanese Corporation 
E.  E. Chris tofano  He rcu le  s Inc o r  Po rated 
C. J .  Levinskas American Cyanamid Company 
W. J. Hartfn, M. D. Cyanamid of Canada Limited 
U. A.  McClellan, H. D .  Gulf O i l  Corporat ion 
W. E. McConaick The B. F. Coodrfch Cmpany 
R. W. %Nab Wyandotte Chemicals Corporat ion 
F. L. OgIesby Tennessee Eastman Crmpany 
G .  J. Stopps,  H.D. E. 1. du Pont de Nemours & Company 
T. R. Torkclson The Dou Chemical Canpany 
J. H. WoLfsie, M. D .  Uniroyal,  Inc.  
F .  G .  Stephenson, S e c r e t a r y  Manufacturing Chemists Association 

Mac Roy Gasque, M. D. Olia Mathfeson Chemical Corporat ion 
N. V. Hendricks Standard O i l  Company (N.J.) 
M .  N. Johnson, H. D. Monsanto Compaay 
J. A .  Pendergrass Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Cm 

2. "Epidemiological Iovestigatioa of the Polyvinyl Chloride Industry in Reference 

The Chairman stated th8t  the subcudttee had mct several time# with repre- 

t o  0ccupatiocu.l  Acroostcolpsisil - discussion of University of Michigan r epor t .  

s e n t a t i v e ~  of t h e  Unfvcrsgty of Michigan and had $iscussed d r a f t s  yf  the r epor t .  
It vas agreed t h a t  Ft would be subrnfttcd t o  the Occupat ional  Health Comnittee 
p r i o r  t o  its subaitt8L t o  manufacturer8 of WC on Hay 6 i n  Washington, Q. C. 
The Chairman asked if t h e r e  should be a f u r t h e r  s tudy  p r o j e c t  on ac roos t eo lys i s .  

The preaent study i s  .Dr. Magnusoa w i l l  be prepared t o  dftcusr thfs 00 May 6 ,  
- o n l y  a prevaLence study. L i t t l e  is known of how t h e  disease s t a r t s  o r  develops 

The recannendation o r  even of the transient inc idence  of Raymud's phenomenon. 
f o r  cont inued surveillaace of PVC opera to r s  i s  important slnce i t  v i 1 1  provide 
va luab le  information.  
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.- -. . .  ~ h e s e  changes 5ad been agreed t 3  but Vere n o t  nade i n  the 

i: report. . .  
I Dr. WolfsFe found che report generally acceptable. The c o m n i t c e e ,  he thoughc, 

should n w  make a d e f i n i c e  recornendacton EO che m a n u f a c u r e r s  regarding f u r t h e r  
ac t  l v i t  i e s  . 

Dr. Dernehl revieved che f fndfngs  -- c h a t  She dfsease occurs among v e s s e l  
c l e a n e r s  -- t h a t  t h e  causative agent vas n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  -- t h a t  mosc 
cases show a combinacion of Raynaud'r d i s e a s e  and bone changes -- and thae boa%" 
changes are almost ind iscfngufshable  f r m  those r e s u l c i n g  from t r a m a t f c  i n j u r y .  

posure t o  50 ppm. There fo l loved  general discussion o f  t h i s  recamendat ion .  

e 

H r .  Chr is tofano  quescioned the  recomnendation t o  reduce v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  ex- 

r '  
A MOTION t o  accept  t h e  r e p o r t  as submitted vas then defea ted  by a v o t e  

c of 7 to 3 .  

After f u r t h e r  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  coamFttee VOTED unanimously t o  accept 
t h e  r e p o r t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o v i n g  changes in the  RECOMMENDATIONS vhich  appear 
on page -lob: 1. 

i (a) RECOMHENDATION 1 - Page 104 of Report  

Eliminate the last scatencc 'Where it is necessary for workers CO enter, 
t h e  r e a c t o r  tanks, s u f f i c t c a t  vcatilation should be provided t o  reduce *L 

* 9  

, -13- * t h e  vinyl c h l o r i d e  concencratfon below 50 ppm.@ 
T: -Insert i n  its place,"Whete i t  is necessary f o r  workers t o  eater the 
%eactor  tanks adequate ventilation s rovided Inasmuch as# : 

the etiologic agent o f  the disease i 
*chloride below 50 ppn should be rued 

a lev& of vinyl 
ex o f  adequaee vea- il) 

I t LLa t i o n .  It 

R&XMMENDATION 3 - Page 104 of Re&%' 
"supported" 

Change word "continued to+-f 
: .a 3 

The c m f t t e e  then resolved t o  make additia&L recGmnendatFons t o  t h e  v i n y l  
c h l o r i d e  and PVC manufacturers:  

+ (a) . There should be pre-assfgnment examfnations of vinyl c h l o r i d e  and 
polyvinyl  c h l o r i d e  product ion workers. 
include : 

These examinations should 

L I. Hand X-ray 

If. 
L 

History - inc luding  t h a t  of Xayaaud's disease, scleroderma 
and abnonnal cold  response. 

(b) There should be periodic surveillance examfnations. These examinations 
should be given as least once a y e a r  and should include: 

I .  Hand X-ray 

11. Hfstory - as above 
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Further s t u d i e s  5 €  the disease  

t h e  c o m i c t e e  recommended chat manufacturers of PVC should sponsor further 
e super- s tud ies  of t h e  d isease  and i ts  causes and that such s tudies  be under t h  

v t s ian  o f  the Occupational H e a l t h  Committee. 

a t  the University of Michigan and congraculace him on t e successful ConcLusion 
of  t h e  praject and on t h e  exce l lence  of the  report. 

r: vat furrher recamended that the committee chafnnan write to Dr.’Magnuson 

e 

e i 
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