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V i .  M. Smith A i r  P r o d u c t s  and C h e m i c a l s  Co- 

Absent: 

M -  V. Anthony Stauffer Chemical Company 
N. V. Hendricks Standard Oil Company (N.J.) 
B. M -  G .  Z w i c k e r  * B. F, Goodrich C h e m i c a l  Co, 

1, Definition of Vinyl Chlor ide  Problem 

A s  an antecedent to considering the specific aspects of . 
the proposed research program, t h e  Planning Group concurred 
on the following concerns that should guide any dec is ions  made 
on research protocols or other program e l e m e n t s :  

(a) The need to be able  to reassure the publ ic  t ha t  
polyvinyl chloride e n t a i l s  no risk to the user .  
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2, 

The need to be able t o  assure the employees  of 
t h e  industry t h a t  m a n a g e m e n t  was cor.cerned for ,  
and diligent in seeking t h e  informat :  .on neces-  
sary ,  to  p r o t e c t  their health. 

The need to develop daka u s e f u l  in d e f e n s e  of 
the i n d u s t r y  against  i n v a l i d  claims for i n j u r y  
for alleged occupat iona l  or community exposure - 
The need t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  program u n d e r  con- 
d i t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  provide i n d u s t r y  w i t h  the 
means t o  g-uarantee the objectivity of t h e  
program and the validity of the experimental  
condi t ions .  

S o u r c e s  of V i n y l  Chloride Mgnorner 

The G r o u p  agreed that  both ethylene dichloride and 
acetylene de.rived monomer should be s t u d i e d  in paral le l  ex- 
per iments ,  and that: suppl ies  of the  m o n o m e r  should be con- 
tracted for, through the project  administration, on a basis 
of spec i f i ca t ions  and costs.  The. Secretary was asked to 
s o l i c i t  c o s t  proposals from interested monomer producers, 
after the quantities needed, and the handling f a c i l i t i e s  of 
the performing laboratory have been de te rmined .  

> 
3 .  T e s t  Protocols . , .  

The G r o u p  voted t o  reizommend the  performance of t h e  
f u l l  three-level test protocols, as d e f i n e d  in the Occupational 
X e a l t h  Committee records, for both ethylene dichloride and  
acetylene derived monomers: They agreed to leave the  f i n a l  
determination of the exposure levels to the Steering Committee 
that would be s e t  up to guide t he  project,  should author iza t ion  
and funding be successful ly  accomplished- 

4 ,  Epidemioioqical S t u d y  

There w a s  general agreement that an epidemiological study 
of exposed workers would have to be attempted before long, and 
that: it: would be best to have this done by an independent, highly 
regarded research or e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  They voted to Seek 
industry commitment for t h i s  study as an integral part of the 
over-al l  program, 
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5 -  Non-MCA r - t e m b e r  Company ParticiDation 

The Plann ing  G r o u p  approved, in P r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  admission of 
f o r e i g n  producers to the  support of tne proposed Frogram. 
w o u l d  be on a p u r e l y  v o l u n t a r y  basis w i t h  e x p l i c i t  recognition 
t h a t  European personnel cou ld  n o t  be inc luded in t h e  epidemiofog- 
i c a l  s t u d i e s  . - .  

6. Budqe t 

T h i s  
4 

, .  

The Group voted to ask the industry f o r  a $3SO,OOO commit- 
m e n t  f o r  a three-year program. The budget breakdown w a s  e s t h a t e d  
as follows: ** 

V i n y l  C h l o r i d e  Animal Exposure Program 

Contractors'  Costs 
Vinyl chloride supply and other  

sponsor-f urnished services 

Epidemiological Study 

Feasibility S tudy 
Main Program 

Contingency Funds 

$183 , 000 

30,000 

.. . . ' ' 20,000 
100,000 

17,000 

$350,000 

With the correction of the  error of omission of S h e l l  
C h e m i c a l  Company (700 million pounds per year, reported monomer 
production capacity), the tabulation of production capacity 
distr ibuted w i t h  the November 16 minutes of the Vinyl Chloride 
Conference, w a s  held to be an adequate basis for proration of 
sponsor c o s t s  . 
7 .  Imp lemen t a t i0.n - 

T h e  Secretary w a s  asked to develop ba l lo t s  and authoriza-  
t i o n  foms for distribution to the  concerned companies, soliciting 
their  support for the proposed program. 

Dr. TorkeLson and the Secretary were asked to consult  with 
Industrial  Biotest  in regard to their  facilities for handling 
vinyl chloride s u p p l i e s ,  and to develop the b a s i s  for the pre- 
paration of bid requests for the supply of t h e  v i n y l  chlor ide 
that w i l l  be needed for the project, as discussed under item ( 2 )  
OC these m i n u t e s ,  



.- 
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a. F u t u r e  Meetinq S c h e d u l e s  

H o p e  w a s  expressed t h a t  no a d d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  of the  
P l a n n i n g  Group would be required before its functions could be 
assumed by a Steer ing Committee to be organized u n d e r  the terms 
of an MCA Board au thor i za t ion  for the Association's administra- 
t i o n  of a funded program. 
require,  the  
the Chairman. 

d 

However, should f u t u r e  developments 
Planning Group may be reconvened on the call of 

- 

. .  . . .  . * 

Secretary 

Vinyl Chloride Research 
. . *  . - A d  H o c  Planning Group on 

Kw/c j 

December 17, 1971 

Attached V i n y l  Chloride Research 
Address L i s t  

! . .  . - .  - 

.. 
-. - . 


