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For the  a t t e n t i o n  o f  M r  G E S e s t  
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PROPOSED MCA RZSEARCH PROGRAMME ON THE 
CARCINOGENIC P0TENTIP.L OF VINYL CifLoRlDE 

Dear M r  Best 

Imperial 
Chemical 
Industries 
Limited 

Mond 
Division 

DEPOSITION 
EXHIBIT 

Date 
16 Aug 72 

A s  you probably know, the re  has r ecen t ly  been a meeting o f  t he  Europear, 
companies wno a re  a l ready sponsoring a programme o f  experimental  work aimed 
a t  inves t iga t ing  zhe 3oss ib le  carcinogenic proper t ies  o f  v inyl  chlor ide 
monomer. The work i n  Europe has now been under way f o r  about twelve months 
and preliminary r e s u l t s  a r e  beginning t o  become a v a i l a b l e .  

The meeting discussed t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the  European programme t o  t he  work 
about t o  be s t a r t e d  by MCA. 

t h e  programmes s o  as t o  make the  r e s u l t s  mutually support ive as f a r  as poss ib le .  
bene f i t s  t o  both s i d e s  could be achieved i f  the re  w a s  co-ordination between 

A t  t he  same t h e ,  ;!-e cpportnni~y TC be able  t o  con t ro l  t n e  d i sc losu re  n f  
information a r i s i n g  from t h e  European tox ico logica l  s t u d i e s  xas ernphasised. 

It was agreed by the  pa rz i c iga t ing  companies t h a t  

Against t h i s  background the European Group agreed i n  p r i n c i p l e  t o  co l labora te  
with t h e  MCA and d i sc lose  the  experimental  protocol  and, at  an appropriate  
time, the  r e s u l t s  on the  following condi t ions:  

That the companies sponsoring the European work should be represented 
i n  both the MCA VCM Research Sponsorship Group and i n  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  
Technical Co-ordinating Task Group. 

No d i sc losu re  of information a r i s i n g  from the European inves t iga t ion  
should be made outs ide  the  ind iv idua l s  comprising t h e  Technical 
Co-ordinating Task Group without the s p e c i f i c  consent of the European 
Group. 
t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  on communication of t h e  MCA r e s u l t s  as o r i g i n a l l y  
expressed i n  t h e  d r a f t  research  programme dated 27th January 1972. 

A t  t he  same time, the  members of  t h e  European Group would accept 

. 

No f i n a n c i a l  con t r ibu t ion  w i l l  be required from members or' t he  European 
Group who shall have equal  s t a t u s  t o  o t h e r  con t r ibu t ing  sponsors. 
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From: F. I L2r.dsell 
ICI, Yond DLvision 

To : Manufactcring Chemists Associs$ion 
Was 'ning:on 

Page: 2 

Date: 16 August 1972 

We have been isiced t o  wri te  t o  you, on behalf o f  t h e  European Group,to 
i n v i t e  your  comments on t h e s e  proposals .  If they are acceptab le  t o  t h e  
MCA we sugges t  tha t  they  be w r i t t e n  up as a formal agreement. After 
s igna tu re ,  w e  would then  be happy t o  r ece ive  a m e m b e r  o r  members of the 
Technical Co-ordinating Task Group i n  Europe t o  d i s c l o s e  zppropr i z t e  
t e c h n i c a l  information on our  programme. 

Yours f a i t n f - J l l y  

bt R I L i n d s e l l  

D i r e c t o r  
Solvents  & Monomers Group 
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