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1. 

1.1 

Mr. 3est r e p o r c e a  chaz t h e  i n t e n t  =f s c l g u l 3 t r o n  
( c )  i n  M r .  E l l i o t t ' s  l s t t e r  of October 30 had beer, c l a r : f i sd  
by subsequent d i s c u s s i a n s  'secween YCA and ICI. The phrase  
i n  q u e s t i o n  -- ' I , .  .Eurscean Grou= ,  who snail :?ar,*e equal  szazus  
t o  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  sponsors . "  is meanc t o  r5fer ani:/ '-3 
t h e  r i g h t s  of a c c s s s  ta r e sea rch  cfata cn a c u r r e n t  k a s r s .  
Represen ta t ion  on t h e  Vinyl Chlor ide  Research Coord ina tc r s  
i s  i n t e n d e d  on ly  t o  g i v e  s ~ c h  d a t a  a c c e s s ,  and n o t  t o  i m p i y  

o r  program management. 
any r i g h t  to have a ?ets-Qinins -;GFCS in r - C j ? C t  dZf:?itiOn 

1 . 2  Pledce o f  J-rnerizan Saonsors t o  Zi=ld Eurocean 
Research 3ata C S n f r 2 e n t i a l  

M r .  B e s t  explained t o  t h e  group t h e  i n a b i l i z y  
of MCA t o  o f f e r  any warran ty  t o  che European Zroup a s  t o  
t h e  extent  t o  which t h e  American sponsors  could o r  would 
honor t h e  r e q u e s t s  of rhe  European Group t o  hoid i t s  d a t a  
i n  s t r i c t  conf idence ,  and of t h e  consequent need by t h e  
l a t t e r  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  pledges from each of t h e  American 
sponsors  t o  which such d a t a  might 5e d i s c l o s e d .  H e  had 
t h e r e f o r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  each of t h e  American sponsors  a 

% . simple pledge of such sec recy .  

C I .  

Two poincs i n  t h e  proposed pledge appeared t o  ? 
g i v e  concern t o  counse ls  f o r  some of t h e  MCA members. ?he <e- 

first  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  absence of any e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  t i m e  % 
l i m i t  i n  t h e  pledge. The second was t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  
proposed agreement t o  provide f o r  t hose  c i rcumstances  under 
which proceedings b e f o r e  j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  bod ies  
might p l a c e  a l e g a l l y  b inding  o b l i g a t i o n  upon a company t o  
r e v e a l  any knowledge in i t s  possess ion  concerning adve r se  
e f f e c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  exposures .  

' 

M r .  E l l i o t t  expressed h i s  hope t h a t  t h e  
European Group would recognize  t h e  s l i g h t ,  b u t  f i n i t e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of a company be ing  placed under l e g a l  o b l i -  
g a t i o n s  t o  d i s c l o s e  European r e sea rch  d a t a  i n  t h e i r  pos- 
s e s s i o n ,  and o f f e r e d  t o  work wi th  MCA s t a f f  i n  reaching  an 
agreement broad enough t o  cover  such ex$gencies .  
expressed f i r m  opin ion ,  however, t h a t ' h i s  group would n o t  
accept any t i m e  interval of less than  t e n  yeqrs dur ing  
which any sec recy  agreement would be binding.  

He 
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All p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t e d  conceptua l  agreement 
with an approach t o  p r o t e c t i n g  c o n f i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  of 
European research data  based upon t h e s e  g e n e r a l  p r o v i s i o n s .  
Each expressed w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  submit t o  MCA s igned  agree- 
ments  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e i r  own counse l s ,  and h o p e f u l l y  
accep tab le  t o  t h e  European group. M r .  B e s t  i s  t o  forward 
cop ie s  of such agreements t o  IC1 f o r  review by t h e  European 
group. Only when s t i p u l a t i o n s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  
have b e e n  rece ived  from a l l  t h e  American sponsors  can t h e  
European group make a f u l l  d i s c l o s u r e  of c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t  
r e s u l t s  and proposed follow-up r e s e a r c h  p l a n s .  

2 .  Report  on Conference w i t h  European Group and P r o j e c t  
S t a f f  - D r .  W. D .  Ha r r i s  

D r .  Harris gave a b r i e f  r e p o r t  on h i s  conference  
wi th  t h e  European group on October  19 i n  Milan,  and  of h i s  
v i s i t  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Bologna on t h e  f o l -  
lowing day. 
followed by D r .  M a l t o n i  and  h i s  s t a f f  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  group. D r .  Harris expressed h i s  h igh  p e r s o n a l  
regard f o r  t h e  competence and p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y  of 
t h e  r e s e a r c h  t e a m .  

Copies of t h e  summary of  t h e  exposure p r o t o c o l  

3 .  Report from M r .  D .  C .  E l l i o t t  

M r .  E l l i o t t  announced t h a t ,  i n  t h e  absence  of s u i t a b l e  
secrecy agreements from a l l  i n  a t t endance ,  he  would be un- 
a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  a n y  q u a n t i t a t i v e  o r  complete d i s c u s s i o n  of 
t h e  r e s u l t s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  European group. 
H e  d i d  e x p r e s s  t h e  deep concern of h i s  p r i n c i p a l s  over t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  results c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  and t h e  
need t o  have unresolved i s s u e s  more f u l l y  explored  b e f o r e  
t h e  nex t  meet ing of t h e  11th  I n t e r n a t i o n  Cancer Congress, 
scheduled t o  m e e t  i n  F lorence  i n  October of 1974. H e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  D r .  Caputo, a coauthor  w i t h  D r .  V i o l a  of t h e  
1969 paper ,  would a t  t h a t  t i m e  be p r e s e n t i n g  new and 
presumable h i g h l y  damaging data on compounds of mutual 
i n t e r e s t .  

M r .  E l l i o t t  extended a warm i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  American 
sponsors  t o  v i s i t  ( a f t e r  secrecy agreements have been  
accomplished) t h e  Bologna r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s  and t o  examine 
a t  f i rs t  hand t h e  s l i d e s  and data t h e r e  on f i l e .  H e  ou t -  
l i ned  b r i e f l y  s e v e r a l  areas f o r  follow-up i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  European group f e l t  must be given c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

.; 
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-I. Request for Prompt MCA Board P r o j e c t  ADproval 

A number of  t hose  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  urged t h a t  MCA e x ? e d i t e  
t h e  s t e p s  necessary t o  secure a u t h o r i z a t i o n  for t h e  i n v o i c i n g  
of sponsors  f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  increment of suppor t  funds b e f o r e  
t h e  c l o s e  of  t h e  yea r .  They i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  a number of 
i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e i r  f i s c a l  y e a r s  ended wi th  t h e  c a l e n d a r  yea r  
and t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  a v a i l  themselves  of  funds a l r e a d y  i n  
t h e i r  1972 budgets  would cause  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  problems 
modified budget  r e q u e s t s .  M r .  B e s t  o f f e red  t o  forward t h i s  
r e q u e s t  t o  MCA P r e s i d e n t  Dr ive r .  

in 

5 .  Charqe t o  V i n y l  Ch lo r ide  Research Coordina tors  

The m e m b e r s  of t h e  Vinyl Chlor ide  Research Coord ina to r s  
w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  amend t h e i r  proposed r e s e a r c h  p r o t o c o l  
t o  accommodate t h e  views expressed i n  the  c u r r e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  
i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  informat ion  t h a t  had been developed 
s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  meeting of the  group, and t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  
s t a r t  of a meaningful animal  exposure p r o j e c t  under  American 
d i r e c t i o n  and c o n t r o l .  They were a l s o  asked t o  proceed 
promptly w i t h  t h e  d r a f t i n g  of p l a n s  f o r  ep idemio log ica l  
s t u d i e s  and v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  metabolism s t u d i e s  t o  be organized  
and funded a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  They were asked n o t  t o  l e t  
e i ther  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  problems 
l a t t e r  p r o j e c t s  d e l a y  t h e  s t a r t  of a l r e a d y  a u t h o r i z e d  and 
funded c h r o n i c  exposure s t u d i e s .  

i n  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  
Technica l  Task Group on Vinyl 

Ch l o r  i d  e R e  s ea rch  
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